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The Cowboy and Karl Marx
An address delivered at the dedication of the Pacific Center for
Western Studies on December 6, 1975.
W.

H. HuTCHINSON

President McCaffrey, Coke Wood, Mrs. Reginald Stuart and
friends of the University: had I grace to match my gall, I would acknowledge Dr. Shebl's most generous introduction with becoming
brevity and sit down; thus making the afternoon easier on all
concerned . However, as you probably remember all too well, it is
a rare faculty member who can resist an audience.
Let me preface my remarks by stating firmly my belief that this
is an auspicious occasion. The enlarged facility of the Pacific
Center for study of the West is solid evidence that the University is
keenly aware of the fact that such a Center makes a bridge from
the past through the present into the future, and, in so doing,
speaks eloquently of the continuity of the generations in our land.
It is a doubly auspicious afternoon for me. My remarks this afternoon had their origins in the life and writings of Eugene Manlove
Rhodes, who attended the University for two years, 1888-1890,
paying $250.00 for board; tuition, washing and sundries in East
Hall . Of these two years, he later wrote, "I had invaluable assistance from Ellen Deering, who needs no introduction to you." Now
let us get to the meat of the coconut.
Colonial New Yorkers, fighting for independence from England,
used two words "cow boys" as an epithet for marauding cattle
thieves, who sanctified their thefts by professing loyalty to George
III. Today the conjoined singular usually evokes visions of jutjawed virility in cigarette advertisements, or, until recently, conjured up broad-beamed James Arness prowling false-fronted streets
with the controlled lethality of a wary grizzly. Another modern
vision of the cowboy, however, has been sired by a popular
academic passion in prestigious graduate schools for interpretating
ouu entire national past solely in terms of the ancient European
struggle between "haves" and "have nots." Thus, the cowboy, the
most enduring and the most abused symbol of our entire westering
experience- an experience unique in the annals of mankind's
history to-date- becomes nothing more than a bit player in the
unending class struggle . My reaction to this academic vision comes
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from something more tangible than inhaling the vapors of a Bull
Durham cigarette laced with corn silk.
Three years experience, almost fifty years past, in the world of
the working rider gave me insights into the men who rode
horseback in pursuit of cattle for monthly wages. Since those
gladsome, youthful years, meaning has been added to my
memories by considerable attention to the history and literature of
the American West, with especial attention in the latter field to the
work of Eugene Rhodes. Rhodes wrote fiction and his productive
years were devoted to that genre dismissed by the literati as "horse
opera." Thus the question logically arises as to the propriety of
using such a novelist as spokesman for the cowboy attitude towards
the class struggle.
r
-----.._
When such as DeVoto, Doble and Webb- all men who knew
the Horseback West as well as- fn'e y did the scholar's cloister- give
Rhodes their accolades, his academic credentials seem co-signed
and notarized. He has other credentials that support his spokesmanship. During research for A BAR CROSS MAN, my biography
of Rhodes which is now out-of-print, unfortunately for me if not
for its subject, it was my good fortune to discuss Rhodes with
Reuben W. Borough, who had known him during Rhodes' residence in Los Angeles, 1919-1922. "Rube" Borough was a "man to
tie to" in every way and it is his distinction to have been the last
real Socialist to make a major ripple on the California hustingsreceiving 542,270 votes for U.S. Senator in 1952. Rube insisted
that Rhodes' poem "The Hired Man on Horseback" was good
Socialist verse, and quoted it often and at length to prove his point.
In 1958, Steve Murdock gave Borough's views his own endorsement in The Worker and Peoples World by reviewing The Rhodes
Reader under the heading "A class-conscious writer of Westerns."
Undergirding these disparate credentials is the most important
aspect of Rhodes' spokesmanship: he had lived the life he wrote
about.
The bone and sinew and essential marrow of Rhodes writings
were provided by his first thirty-seven years, which were spent on
the frontier. However, he was a true product of the one uniquely
American experience: the end result of his family's two centuries of
westering from tidewater Delaware through seventeen states and
the Civil War to Engle, New Mexico, in 1881- the year that "alias
Bonney" was killed and Rhodes began his thirteenth year. The
frontier ended officially nine years later and then Frederick
Jackson Turner gave it historical interment . Fortunately, neither
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Census Bureau nor historian remembered to tell either Rhodes or
New Mexico Territory that the frontier was gone.
He lived twenty-five joyous years in the isolated frontier pockets
that were New Mexico and he lived each one like a colt that keeps
fishing for the bit-years as a horse wrangler, bronc rider, and
small rancher; years as a miner, well digger, jerkline freighter,
whatever came to hand to do . For all these years he was a Have
Not in every economic nuance of that term. He was a "ragged
individualist," in his own words, and he was rugged as well,
meaning self-reliant which is the pristine meaning of "rugged
individualism." Those who were not self-reliant in his frontier
society either died young or bought a ticket "back East" or to
California . Because he wrote from what he had lived, he earned
Conrad Richter's tribute, "a rare human being, a nonconformist
. and a true product of his place and age."
Certainly he was an American Romantic in that he believed
passionately in the potentialities of man- whether he be eighthgeneration Anglo or Hispano or Indio or their admixtures. This
caused him to make repeated fictional denouncements of man's inhumanity to man, even as did Rube Borough and Norman Thomas
and Upton Sinclair upon the hustings. That Rhodes saw a different
means than did they for achieving mans potential, and even more
difficult, more Utopian means, because it required self-mastery,
must be remembered. In his novella Once in the Saddle (1927), his
hero is a poker-playing, whiskey-drinking cow person who locks
horns with the owner of a coa-l mine and its attendant inequities .
Speaking of the miners' plight, his protagonist says:
... they sure had one rotten lay. They had to rent company houses at company
prices; they had to buy from the company store, bum stuff at an ungodly price;
they had to get their picks and drills sharpened by the company blacksmith at a bit
a point, when they could do it themselves for next to nothing; they had to go to
the company doctor ; and they had to take the company's say-so for the weight of
their coal, not being allowed no lookout. ... of course, I could tip off the unions
and let them do it, but unions are most half as bad as the owners anyhow, and
they wouldn 't do the job the way I want it.

Rhodes' comment about unions stemmed from personal feelings
about the Western Federation of Miners, and when it came to that
ostensibly non-violent group's tactic of "Dynamite, That's the
Stuff," with its attendant slaughter of non -combatants, he entered
this demurrer:
If the sympathetic gentlemen of the American Civil Liberties Union had carried
the mangled and the dead from the ruins of the Independence depot [Cripple
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Creek, Colo.], their logical and well-meant theories might be modified by brutal
facts . The deluded who march to murder may be forgiven. The cunning coward
who instigates others to outrage is past hope or pardon!

Rhodes knew what Joe B. Frantz has said so well, "Danger .
was the negotiable coin of the American frontier, and the man
who captured his share of danger was a man of riches, beholden
only to himself." Rhodes had lived with daily danger, as had and
does every so-called "hired man on horseback." He had known also
flaring violence, "I have seen thirteen men killed and I prefer
peace!" Whatever riches danger and violence held forth, he had
earned his share face-to-face and man-to-man, and he felt quite
naturally that other men, especially men who coveted such riches,
should earn them in like manner.
In the very beginning of his novel Beyond the Desert (1934), he
has one of his saddle-warped protagonists pleasantly recall the
four-and-twenty little ranches that he remembered as being strung
along the musical waters of Dorayme Creek: each with its own
cattle brand and no more than fifty head in the largest spread.
Later in the story, as his horseman rides by the remembered scene,
there is but one ranch along Dorayme Creek and he has him say,
from Milton, "Ill fares the land."
Is Rhodes here complaining about bigness per se? He is not! He
is bemoaning the manner by which the little ones were swallowed;
a swallowing accomplished by the uncomplicated application of
one individual's consuming greed . And he is lamenting even more
the loss of independence by four-and-twenty frontier families . In
this he is a frontier Jeffersonian, a Jacksonian egalitarian; and
when it comes to independence, nothing in my years of study leads
me to believe that Rhodes saw its preservation implicit in the tenets
of the class struggle. This opinion may gain more clarity
hereinafter.
In his short story "Aforesaid Bates" (1928), Rhodes has several
small ranchers, plus some unemployed friends-on-horseback, band
together to stave off the hazards of cow country interest complicated by prolonged drouth. Their escape at a profit from the
clutches of the local usurer is provided by the range manner of and
cow buyer for an absentee owner's vast grasslands empire in New
Mexico. The real point here is not their capitalistic salvation but
the fact that these sweating, toiling, striving men are humanists
enough to find joy in work, which means that they are blissfully
unaware of their exploitation as proletarians. Because they are,
they and their kind were and remain deaf to the perfervid rhetoric
of the class struggle's snake-oil spielers .
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Derived directly from the life he had lived and loved. Rhode:s
social and economic attitudes were concerned with the nuclear
individual in open space. Unlike Ross Santee's figures, Rhodes'
prose people are not bludgeoned into the foreground by the im mensity of space in which they live and move and find their being.
Instead, all have that you-be-damned integrity which was fundamental to both physical and psychic survival in the sea of space
that made the West-That-Was . This attitude shouts loudly from a
notice appearing in the Tascosa [Texas] Pioneer of September 29,
1886: "Any person caught monkeying with any of my cattle
without permission will catch hell! Yours in Christ, Grizzley
Calleen ."
This sea of space provided the foetal fluid that nourished an
optimism- the doctrine of the second and third and as many more
chances as a man could handle- that is not yet extinguished in the
people that this space moulded into the American. In this sea of
· space, the nuclear individual made the cutting edge of its transformation into real estate and other forms of tangible reward for
personal labors. But, and remember it well, from the blockhouse
of the Dark and Bloody Ground unto the western cattle round-up,
group association was demanded upon occasion.
These associations were voluntary ones, entered into at will and
abandoned at will, or whenever it was reasonably safe to do so.
There was survival pressure behind these frontier associative
groups, but there was no demand for "group-think," and there
certainly was not the conscious and impersonal interdependence
upon a faceless society that so marks and mars our lives today . So,
in Rhodes' writings, as in the life they mirror truly, we come to
grips with the individual as he is and for what he is; rather than
with what our current claustrophobia forces upon us as a matter of
personal social survival, which is to see the individual as a behaviorally quantified abstraction.
Rhodes' early life, as with the whole life of which he always
wrote, was lived in physical isolation but never in psychic alienation, because it was a life oblivious to the niggling fear that erodes
the spirit of modern man - the fear of being or of being thought
inferior. Neither Rhodes nor his people, in life or in fiction,
deplored life's difficult struggle; instead they celebrated it! They
expected no more than the self-made luck of Aesop's frog, drowning in a bowl of milk, wh!ch bestirred its limbs so vigorously that it
churned up a pat of butter upon which to sit while contemplating
the next move. If they went down, they went striving, and so
Rhodes' stories portray the heroic virtues- truth, honor, valor and
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communion with God, fortitude and maganimith. These sort but
poorly with an avaricious striving after an enforced economic
equality through the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Such an enforced equality denied the buoyant optimism that
sustained the westward thrust of a restless people. This optimism
did not demand that each individual dream be realized immediately in roseate perfection . If the years transformed elan into
endurance without bringing in the heart's desire, then might the
children of the childrens' children realize an approximation of
their own dreams. It was a hard-twisted generational optimism
that held firmly to the creed of "Opportunity for All and Success to
the Best." While Marxists and Fabians were dreaming of creating a
new society, the people of whom Rhodes wrote, and Rhodes himself, believed that they were the latest, not the last, in a string of
generations that already had made a new society and were
improving it . The legacy of this belief is felt poignantly in Wallace
Stegner's comment: "There is nothing so demoralizing to a New
World optimist as the sight of the New World floundering toward
total reunion with Europe's cynicism, belligerence, and despair."
Optimism consorts but poorly with the tenets of the class
struggle for which Socialism seems the most respectable - ism available. Socialism as I understand it, which probably is not at all how
Socialists understand it, was and remains an effort to break the
shackles of personal insufficiency through group effort. It is a
group effort because Socialism sees man by himself as helpself in
the grip of society. Eric Hoffer, the literate longshoremanphilosopher, has expressed the belief that only where men live
elbow-to-elbow can sparks of creativity be struck by their unceasing frictions. To a New World optimist, Socialism seems less a
spark than an effort by members of a human anthill to divide not
quite enough among too many that there be some nectar for all. In
short, it is a pessimistic view born of scarcity, rather than the
resillient optimistic view born of an abundance of space which
held the opportunity for personal acquisition through individual
striving. The frontier experience conceived, delivered, suckled and
nurtured this view and, for good or ill, we have as yet refused to
bury it . Because of this refusal, there still remains an easy largeness
available to the American spirit.
The frontier's "spiritual autarchy," which Rhodes represents so
well, would not because it could not, abide the Socialist view that
rigid authoritarianism was essential to protect man from his more
carnivorous fellows . This ultimate facet of Socialism - to give to
each according to his need and to take from according to his

116

ability-requires an elite to supervise, yea to enforce- the g1vmg
and the taking, because an elite is essential to a specialized society.
Rhodes, as our exemplar, never had been a member of a specialized society, and Rhodes, even as the best of frontiersmen since our
westering began, felt that opposition to any and every elite, be
such of birth, purse, or power, was the noblest work of man . He
knew, as does Eric Hoffer today, that behind the elitists' facade of
aid to the downtrodden was the firm conviction that the downtrodden would be infinitely better off under the elite's permanent
control and supervision . And it must be said that Rhodes did not
trust "the Pee-pul" any further than he trusted the elite, and for
the same reason- he knew himself too well.
Instead of an enforced economic equality, Rhodes trusted to the
sense of community which the frontier produced in time of need.
In the frontier community, as Rhodes knew it, there was no
malign caste of pigmentation . What counted was the man inside
the skin and how he "made a hand" when he was needed. In this
frontier community, men were not equal in abilities or in the rewards received for labors . Men were equal in being a part of an
oasis in the wilderness, and each according to his lights and talents
contributed to the survival of the community when it was
threatened. It is this sure sense of community, a very precious
sense, that gives stature to Rhodes' best writings. It is this sense of
community that gives meaning to the difference here defined as
that between contributory democracy and participatory collectivism.
I have used Rhodes~writings and the man himself to highlight
the frontier ethos as I see it, and as I knew it in part . It is that
value system which explains to me the lack of the class struggle
during the period, 1867-1886, which contained the "Craze for
Cattle" and its prolonged afterglow. Personality clashes, where
some weather-warped and work-brittle waddy, or crew of such,
told a wagon boss to stick a saddle where it would impede his
movements the most, are not regarded as true examples of social
protest or of class consciousness.
Neither is the ultimatum reportedly composed on Hat Creek,
Wyoming, March 18, 1884, and signed with nineteen noms de
saddle such as "Sooner Jim" and "Windy Bill" and "Arkansas Bob."
It must be admitted, however , that this screed did contain a wage
demand, "winter jobs and nothing to do;" that it called for better
working conditions, "twelve horses to ride, three kinds of pie three
times a day;" that it demanded recreational facilities, "one firstclass Knife to play Mumble-peg with;" and that it presented the
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threat of militant action, "Allow these claims or leave the
country."
Such range-spawned incidents as can be forced within the
context of the class struggle seemingly all occured in Wyoming and
west-northwest Texas between 1883 and the "Big Die" winter of
1886-87 . These were years marked by a downward trend in cattle
prices; by a tremendous expansion in the legal and illegal use of
bo'b wahr; by a crest of absentee ownership, and by the last
frenzied influx of outside investment capital which resulted in a
tragic overstocking and attendant overgrazing virtually throughout .
the Great Plains and contiguous grasslands .
The Knights of Labor apparently organized some local cowboy
assemblies in west Texas and its Panhandle between 1884-87, but
actual strike action by these groups remains unauthenticated . The
same lack of data applies to a "Cowboys Union" formed near
Colfax, New Mexico, in this same period. The Knights of Labor
had a psychological effect, at least, in a successful strike for higher
wages of $40 per month during the spring round-up on Powder
River, Wyoming, during 1886. It is believed that this is the only
cowboy strike of recordable merit on the northern ranges,
although John Clay related a similar occurrence as having
happened in 1884.
The successful activism on Powder River apparently did not last
beyond the end of the spring work, probably because the cohesiveness of the riders then went the way of quicksilver dropped on the
floor. Thereafter, the white disaster of .1886-87 left the labor
market too glutted for any form of collective wage action to be
feasible. This winter tragedy, however, did not eliminate friction
on the Wyoming grasslands, which came to climax in the overly
publicized Johnson County War of 1892, and reached its bitter end
with the alleged drygulching activities of Tom Horn for which he
was duly hanged at Cheyenne in 1903.
.
Only one cowboy strike is known to have attracted the attention
of Washington's remote officialdom, which embalmed it in the
prose suitable for governmental reports. This improglio transpired
in the Texas Panhandle where 325 cowboys were on strike between
March 23 - April 4, 1883; seven "establishments" were affected; a
wage increase from $1.18 to $1.68 per day was granted; the hours
of work, which were not an issue, remained "unchanged" at 105
per week; the strikers were paid for lost time, and the number of
workers was not changed by the strike. The summation lends a
spurious symmetry to what must remain an ambiguous foot note to
the western range cattle industry.
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The Vandale Papers at the University of Texas-Austin contain a
body of unpublished material bearing upon this labor dispute, if
such it really was . In February, 1883, twenty-four riders,
apparently all Anglos save Juan A. Gomez, signed articles of
association binding themselves not to work after March thirty-first
for less than $50 per month; a substantial increase from the then
going rate of $30 per month. They also agreed that "no one"
should work for less than this amount after the deadline specified;
while "good" cooks also should receive $50 per month, and no one
"running a wagon" should work for less than $75 per month .
Parenthetically, the leader of this movement was a wagon boss,
and a good one, who already was receiving $100 per month. The
articles of association further provided that those without funds to
pay board after March thirty-first would be furnished it for thirty
days from a chuckwagon to be maintained by the self-styled "Cowboys Association ." The signers closed their statement by saying that
"any one violating the above obligations (note the fraternal word]
shall suffer the consequences."
Jim East, then sheriff of Oldham County, Texas, by virtue of the
"cowboy" vote at the last election before the strike, remembered
later that the start of the strike enlisted about "two-thirds" of all
the riders on the Canadian River range. About 100 men rallied
around the free chuckwagon, which had been located at Tascosa
because Mobeetie was under quarantine for contagious disease,
and then a group sallied forth to carry the torch of collective bargaining to the unenlightened on Jot Gunter's T -Anchor ranch, near
Canyon, Texas today. Accounts and anecdotes veer wildly as to the
group's reception. One version says that Gunter greeted the delegation from afar by dropping a few slugs from his buffalo gun
around it, as though he were bracketing his targets. Whatever he
did or did not do, the delegation returned to Tascosa without
recruits.
Jim Gober, then just a riding kid from "down in the skillet" of
Texas, later recalled the subsequent actions of the strikers:
"Naturally they were idle and restless and indluged in all the
pleasures Tascosa afforded which consisted of gambling, drinking,
and entertaining sporting women." When their collective
chuckwagon ran out of grub, most of its clientele went back to
doing what they did best, perhaps keening those lines that say it
all : ''I'm back to work and it ain't no joke!J'm a damn good cowboy when I'm broke." Others, under the leadership of the now
ex-wagon boss who had led the strike, sifted across the New Mexico
line and formed their own joint stock operation, which may or
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may not have deserved its sobriquet, "Get Even Cattle Company ."
The aftermath to this Panhandle affair was similar to that of the
Powder River trouble mentioned earlier but of shorter duration.
Instead of armed invasion and hired bushwhackers, it was completed by the issuance of proper Grand Jury indictments, duly
served by a crew of "rangers" that Patrick Floyd Garrett recruited
for the purpose. The only sure winner appears to have been
Oldham County, which obtained a courthouse in order to house
the Grand Jury which issued the indictments.
This Panhandle strike has caused one enthusiast to say, "the
cowboy rather than the miner, whose struggles have filled pages of
labor history, was the legitimate percusor of the western labor
movement." This statement simply overlooks the cause of and the
antagonists in the bitter conflict on the grasslands during the
climactic years of the "Craze for Cattle" and even after . This conflict was not between wage slave and employer, but between the
little owners- the small rancher or the cowboy mavericking his
way toward this status- and the larger owners, be they resident or
absentee, corporate or individual, for their respective shares of
unlimited trespass rights on the public domain. Be they little or be
they big, these men shared a common unconcern for social values
and an uncommon concern about where they were going in the
cow business and how fast they were going to get there. And their
urgent need for free grass that joined what they already used
united cowmen large and small against the sheepmen's efforts to
get their share of it .
It seems more in the stream of American history to place the
cowboy strikes cited, and many others that may have occurred, in
the Jacksonian context of a struggle between big and little
property, rather than in the Marxist framework of a "total revolutionary transformation of property relations ." In order to effect
this transformation, Marx held that it was necessary first "to
intimidate the mass of bourgeosie." It is redundant but necessary
to observe that intimidation of men who ride astride for daily
bread, regardless of economic status, is easier said than done.
This opinion seems supported by W. D. "Big Bill" Haywood's
efforts to gather the "hired man on horseback" into the Broncho
[sic] Busters and Range Riders Division of the Western Federation
of Miners. It failed as badly as did his efforts to organize the
contestants at a Denver rodeo in 1905. Parenthetically, those who
try to find the class struggle or social protest in the evolution of the
Rodeo Cowboys Association will not get a re-ride in this arena.
One reason , perhaps, for Haywood's failure to organize the
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Broncho [sic] Busters appears in the IWW house organ Solidarity
for November 21, 1914, wherein was expressed the western
Wobbly's contempt for his eastern counterpart.
The nomadic worker of the West embodies the very spirit of the IWW. His
cheerful cynicism, his frank and outspoken contempt for most of the conventions
of bourgeois society . . . make him an admirable exemplar of the iconoclastic doctrine of revolutionary unionism. His anomalous position, half industrial slave, half
vagabond adventurer, leaves him infinitely less servile than his fellow worker in
the East ... the Workman of the East, oppressed by the fear of want for wife and
babies, dare not venture much . He has perforce the tameness of the domesticated
animals. But the tang of the wild taints the free and footloose western nomad to
the bone.

This "Wobbly westocentrism," to use Joseph Conlin's trenchant
term, more than applies to the men who scampered after cattle;
wherever they rode, whatever their antecedents or their prospects .
They had an ingrained individualism that sometimes bordered
upon sheer hatred of restraint and this was so personal an attitude
that it forbade even joining in the first chorus of "Solidarity
Forever." In this attitude they reflected the last stand of the westward trek since it began. And this attitude makes a potent factor in
explaining why the cowboy and the class struggle never joined
hands before the proletarian altar.
Another and perhaps an even more potent factor was and is as
old as man's discovery that he could do more with equines than
milk the mares and eat their offspring. When this discovery was
added to what the Minoans cherished, dominion over horned
cattle, it produced our own Theseus-in-leather-leggings, the
cowboy! Never mind that cattle and horses, by and large, are
stupid and unattractive animals. Man was their master, most of
the time, and what this did and does to his inner resources might
tax the methodology of a computer-equipped social scientist.
Until such a study appears, my own experience proves to my
satisfaction that freedom is indeed le grand illusion of all the
chimeras man chases. The physical and psychic impacts that sustain this freedom come easiest to him who rides astride; witness the
words cavalier and caballero. It was so in the Panhandle in 1883
and on Powder River in 1886; it was so during the years I rode for
wages, and it still is so in various pockets of cow country where
field research has taken me as late as 1970. And this illusion of
freedom still shimmers above the marshland of reality in the wry
rangeland axiom, "If you think all men are equal, you ain't never
been afoot and met a man ridin' a good horse."
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Optimism and self-reliance, the self-respect born of craftsmanship, and an illusory freedom, all these explain to me why the
cowboy would have expected you to smile while calling him a
"proletarian." Couple these to the deeper attributes of the life that
Gene Rhodes lived and wrote about, and it is easy to understand
why the "hired man on horseback" never could see the class
struggle's vision of him and his fellows as helpless victims in life's
abattoir. He saw instead- clearly and all the time- Aesop's frog.

W. H . Hutchinson at the dedication of the Pacific Center.
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A

NoTE ON THE FIELD RESEARCH

INTERVIEWS

OF

PAULs. TAYLOR

FoR THE MEXICAN LABOR IN THE
UNITED STATES MoNOGRAPHS
ABRAHAM HoFFMAN

The research for this article was made possible by a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

From 1927-1930 Dr. PaulS . Taylor, then an assistant professor
of economics at the University of California, conducted research
on Mexican labor in the United States, under the auspices of the
Social Science Research Council. His work culminated in the
publication of a series of monographs under the general title Mexican Labor in the United States. 1 In the forty years since their publication the monographs have come to be recognized as classics, the
research still valid and of use to successive generations of scholars
and students. 2
In carrying out the research for his monograph Taylor made a
number of trips to the areas selected for intensive study . Some of
these trips were by automobile, others by train, and still others
combined both methods of transportation . During these trips into
the field Taylor interviewed people by appointment and on an informal basis . After three years of work Taylor had spoken to over a
thousand people, in interviews lasting from a few minutes to extensive sessions.
Taylor drew upon the field interviews to illustrate his narrative
in the monographs. In most cases quotations were excerpted from
longer interviews. Several of the monographs included appendices
where field interviews were printed in extenso. 3
When in the field Taylor periodically mailed his interview notes
back to Berkeley. Eventually over 600 of the interviews were put
into typescript of one form or another, ranging from notebooks to
loose sheets, some triple-spaced and others singled-spaced. For the
most part the interviews were typed as received. Since this system
did not necessarily follow the same order in which the interviews
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were conducted, many of them were typed out of sequence and
without regard to topic. The quality of transcription varied from
raw notes typed verbatim to some considerable effort to record
complete sentences . Taylor estimated that approximately 20% of
the interviews were published, either as quotations or in the
appendices. 4
What, then, of the other 80%? The interviews provide a
window into the opinions and beliefs of a spectrum of society in
the late 1920s-a spectrum that includes agricultural and
industrial employers of Mexican labor; Mexican immigrants ranging in status from campesinos to physicians and lawyers; social
workers, educators, and politicians. Their views on the problems
of the period- possible restriction of Mexican immigration, manpower needs in fields, factories, and railroads, exploitation and
discrimination, reliability of Mexican labor and Mexican efforts to
unionize, degree of assimilation and tenacity of cultural
heritage-enable the student and scholar to examine a crucial
period of American history. Agriculture, labor, economics, and
ethnic studies are among the areas that can be examined from the
viewpoint of the people involved, at the time they were involved.
The interviews constitute an important supplement to the original
Taylor monographs, which are themselves still in print.
Under a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the unpublished interviews have been reorganized and lightly
edited for use by researchers. They are on deposit for use at the
Bancroft Library, University of California, as an entity apart from
the uncataloged collection of Taylor materials (which themselves
encompass a treasure of sources for the study of the economic
history of California and the West). What follows here is a brief
survey of these interviews which may serve as a guide to the areas
included, the types of people interviewed, and the general nature
of the comments given.
The interviews have been broken down into fifteen categories;
with the exception of the first three, the interviews are arranged by
geographic location. Where interviewing was extensive, the categories are further subdivided geographically or else by the interviewee's occupation under such general headings as farmers,
businessmen, educators, etc.
1. American Officials. 35 interviews ranging from Secretary of
Labor James J. Davis and other Washington officials to interviews
with American consuls, immigration service officers, border patrolmen, and employment service officials . Most are brief, but a few
run to several pages in length . Topics discussed included methods
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of restricting immigration, opmwns on the quality of Mexican
immigrants, and the need of growers for Mexican field laborers.
2. Mexican Officials. 18 interviews, mainly with Mexican concular officers, in various U.S . cities. Benito Rodriguez, a consular
officer at El Paso, Texas, described his investigations of exploitation and discrimination in a lengthy interview . Several interviews
provide information on Mexican immigrants working in cities far
from the Southwest border, e.g., the industrial cities of New
Jersey, and in employment other than agricultural.
3 . Labor Contractors and Employment Agencies. 26 interviews
with representatives of companies shipping Mexican workers from
border towns to interior locations in the U.S., primarily for
railroad maintenance, but also for work in sugar-beet cultivation
and harvesting. Prominent shippers of Mexican labor included the
Holmes Supply Company, the L. H. Manning Company, and the
S. W . & A. Agency, with branches in several cities . Several interviews are with Mexican American labor contractors or employment agency representatives. Topics include where, when, and
how Mexican laborers were shipped, charges made for meals and
accommodations, and comparison of Mexican and other ethnic
groups as workers. Includes a lengthy interview with Francisco J.
Palomares, prominent California ·labor contractor.
4 . California. Much of Taylor's initial work was done in California . The interviews include areas not developed into published
studies, as in Orange County and the San Joaquin Valley. Many of
the California interviews, especially with Mexicans, were spontaneous and involved striking up an acquaintance with a likely
interview prospect. A number of interviews remain in fragmentary
format .
4a. Imperial Valley. 20 interviews, including meeting with
chamber of commerce people, labor organizers, students, and
growers. Because of agricultural strikes in the Imperial Valley in
1928, many interviews were utilized in Taylor's Imperial Valley
study, the first published monograph in the series. 5
4b. San Joaquin Valley. 37 interviews, among the first conducted by Taylor. Many were done spontaneously as Taylor visited
labor camps and farms . People encountered included Mexican
workers and Anglo growers; includes an interview with S. Parker
Frizelle, one of the most prosperous growers in the San Joaquin
Valley and a prominent spokesman for unrestricted Mexican immigration. Workers describe w~ges and working conditions, competition with other ethnic groups (chiefly Japanese and Filipino), and
instances of discrimination. Growers give opinions on unionization
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efforts; relative abilities of different ethnic groups as workers, and
the question of restricting Mexican immigration.
4c. Orange County. 48 interviews in the Orange County area
with a cross-section of people including small business owners
and Mexican immigrants who have entered a variety of occupations. Most are fragmentary; they describe experiences encountered
since coming to the U.S. Utilized as source material for an unpublished study by Taylor on Mexicans in Orange County.
4d. Miscellaneous Views. 7 interviews with businessmen, educators, and a Los Angeles juvenile court refree. One of the interviews was with Dr. George P . Clements, manager of the
agricultural department of the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce .
A variety of opinions is presented on the worth of Mexican immigrants as workers, their possibilities as U.S. citizens, and their
social class.
5. Arizona. 11 interviews with tarmers, businessmen, Mexicans,
and educators. Includes lengthy discussions with representatives of
the Arizona Cotton Growers Association; others include a mutualista organizer, a teacher, a mining engineer, and farmers and
laborers . Opinions of Mexican social customs, habits of thrift (or
lack of them), the need for Mexican labor and the threat of
pending quota bills, and efforts at unionization are topics of
discussion. Emilio Apodaca, secretary of the Alianza Hispanoamericana in Tucson, describes the workings of his and other
mutualistas.
6. New Mexico. Taylor spent little time in New Mexico. Nine
interviews included here were mostly spontaneous and are fairly
brief. Of interest are interviews with the superintendent of schools
at Deming and a foreman with the Santa Fe Railroad.
7. Texas-Dimmit County. Taylor interviewed extensively in
Texas, gathering material for two major studies, Dimmit County
and Nueces County. The Dimmit County monograph, the fifth in
the series, contained an appendix which included 31 interviews . 6
However, Taylor's field notes contain an additionall29 interviews,
bits and pieces of which appear throughout the monographic narrative. These interviews run in size from one or two sentences to a
half dozen pages of typescript. Taylor met people in all of Dimmit
County's towns (e.g., Carrizo Springs, Catarina, Big Wells,
Asherton, etc.) and visited farms and ranches in the area, speaking
with farmers, workers and townspeople. A few interviews
conducted in Crystal City and other towns not in Dimmit County
but in the same general area are included here.
The Dimmit County interviews provide information on the

126

social and political attitudes of Anglos who by and large considered Mexicans as hardworking and likeable, but inferior people.
The Dimmit County schools were segregated, and Mexican Americans were effectively disfranchised through the local White Men's
Primary Association. A number of the Anglos-and one black
farmer- had come to the region as pioneers after the Civil War,
whereas most Mexicans had arrived only since the start of the
century. Thus the Anglos were protective of their status and
opposed efforts to improve the quality of education or to provide
advancement in employment for Mexicans. Social segregation was
practiced at the drug store, movie theater, and restaurant.
Throughout the interviews Anglos defended their social position
while conceding the economic need for Mexicans to do the field
work. The Mexicans interviewed indicated awareness of the discrimination and exploitation. They organized mutualistas, protested the quality of education for their children (with some
success, although the schools remained segregated), and made haphazard attempts to form an agricultural workers' union.
7a . Dimmit County Mexicans. 24 interviews with Texas
Mexicans (American citizens) and "Old" Mexicans (born in Mexico), predominantly field workers.
7b. Dimmit County Farmers. 11 interviews with farmers and
ranchers.
7c. Dimmit County Businesses. 9 interviews with townspeople
in the county include visits to a movie theater, drug store, restaurant, and lumber yard.
7d. Dimmit County Officials. 11 interviews with judges, a
county surveyor, a deputy sheriff, the mayor of Asherton, and
other officials .
7e. Dimmit County Educators. 12 interviews with teachers,
principals, students, and school superintendents. Includes interviews with a Mexican American school teacher and brief statements of four students at the Carrizo Springs "Mexican" school.
7f. Dimmit County Opinions and Observations. 31 interviews
with Anglo citizens of Dimmit County whose occupations were not
clearly identified.
8 . Texas-Along the Rio Grande. In his travels Taylor paralleled
much of the Rio Grande Valley, from El Paso to Brownsville.
These interviews were not incorporated into his published !!tudies,
nor were those made in Central and South Texas.
8a . El Paso. 23 interviews, mainly with Anglo ranchers,
farmers, businessmen, and educators. Includes a visit by Taylor to
the Mexican section of El Paso. Topics include wages paid to
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Mexican workers, immigration restriction, and opinions on social
class and race.
8b. Along the Border. 12 interviews with people encountered at
Marfa, Sanderson, Del Rio, Piedras Negras, Eagle Pass, and
Laredo.
Be . Brownsville. 6 interviews in the vicinity of Brownsville,
including one with noted Mexican American attorney Jose T .
Canales. The main concern was legislation to restrict Mexican
immigration .
9. Central and South Texas. 14 interviews in the San Antonio
area, including several conducted at the International Institute.
One of these was with a "young Mexican printer," a lengthy
interview in which the young man recounted his experiences and
freely gave of his opinions on union problems and exploitation. 16
other interviews were conducted in such towns as Austin, Houston,
Lockhart, and San Marcos, with teachers, students, service station
attendants, and businessmen. Taylor interviewed several teachers
and students at the "Mexican" school at Luling.
10. Nueces County, Texas. Taylor's study of Nueces County,
originally intended as part of the Mexican Labor in the United
States series, was published separately in 1934. The book described
the history of the region, analyzed the area's economic structure,
and evaluated the economic and social place of the Mexican in
Nueces County. As with the Dimmit County study, field notes
were appended; 22 interviews were reproduced, with many
excerpts from other interviews quoted in the main text .
lOa. Nueces County Farmers. 6 interviews, two of them fairly
lengthy, with Anglo farmers .
lOb. Nueces County Mexicans. 13 interviews, ranging from
brief to fairly long. Ranch hands, farm workers, and merchants
were among those interviewed. Some gave personal histories;
many more were concerned with problems involving schools, discrimination, and lack of economic opportunities.
lOc. Nueces County Businesses. 6 interviews with store managers, a barber, a druggist, and other townspeople. They discuss
employment of MexiCans in retail business and their value as
customers.
lOd. Nueces County Educators. 3 lengthy interviews with
Nueces County school superintendents who discuss the abilities and
motivations of Mexican students, along with a defense of
segregation .
lOe. Miscellaneous Views. 23 interviews with people whose
occupations were not clearly identified. Includes two interviews
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with people from nearby Kleberg County. Several respondents
recalled the history of the region as to settlement and development
of farms and cattle ranches. The respondents were mainly Anglo
(one woman was black) and freely gave their opinions and
observations of Mexicans as a class of people.
11. Kansas City and St. Louis. 11 interviews, including teachers, social workers, and a Mexican physician practicing in Kansas
City. Five of the respondents were Mexicans or Mexican Americans.
12. Memphis and New Orleans. 7 interviews with Anglo citizens
mainly concerned with employment of Mexicans in southern areas
in cotton and sugar cane work; comparisons with Negro workers.
13 . Pennsylvania. The seventh monograph published by Taylor
dealt with Mexicans working in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania . This
study frequently quoted excerpts from the interviews conducted
with industrial employers, Mexican workers, and educators. The
27 interviews include a lengthy one (based on several sessions) with
Mexican barber Gregorio Diaz, executives of the Bethlehem Steel
Company, and a number of Mexican factory workers . A few
interviews done with people from nearby areas (e.g., New York)
are included here .
14 . Chicago and the Calumet Region. Taylor's seventh monograph, on Chicago and the Calumet Region (taking in the greater
Chicago area and the northern industrial cities of Indiana) provided valuable information on a major enclave of Mexican
settlement in an industrial area. Excerpts from numerous interviews appear throughout the study, and 17 were printed as field
notes at the end of the monograph . However, more than 185 interviews were transcribed into typescript.
14a. Employers. 54 interviews with people ranging in responsibility from employment managers to superintendents, foremen,
and paymasters. Businesses included steel companies, foundaries,
and forges, railroads, meat packing plants, and stores. Respondents discussed numbers of Mexicans employed and their positions,
opportunities for advancement, their work as compared with other
ethnic groups, and wages paid . Opinions on race and intermarriage were also given.
14b. Mexicans. 36 interviews with Mexicans varying in length
from a nine-page interview with a physician to encounters at the
Davis Park playground. Occupations varied from bank teller to
skilled machinist, and pool hall proprietor to factory · worker.
Discrimination, working conditions, and acculturation were major
concerns. Many interviews were lengthy, and respondents gave
accounts of their personal experiences in the U.S .
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14c. Settlement Houses and Charities. 11 interviews with social
and charity workers from Hull House, International Institute, and
welfare agencies. Includes interviews with Mexican social workers .
A brief record of a meeting between Taylor and Jane Addams in
Tucson is included here.
14d. Unions. 5 interviews with Anglo union members who
mainly express pessimism at the idea of organizing Mexican
workers.
14e. Miscellaneous Views. Approximately 80 interviews, including spontaneous meetings with groups of several people, as well as
observations recorded at settlement houses and churches . Of
interest is an interview with Robert C. Jones, 7 a record of a meeting of the Sociedad Mutualista Ignacio Zaragoza at Hull House
featuring Jose Vasconcelos as guest speaker, and many lengthy personal histories given ·by Mexican immigrants. Many interviews in
this section appear in typescript at a second draft stage and
provide important supplementary material to Taylor's basic
Chicago study.
15. The Prairies, Plains, and Rockies. 43 interviews, including
meetings with employment managers, sugar-beet workers, students
and teachers, and railroad workers . Interviews were done in Sioux
City, Iowa, Omaha, Nebraska, and various cities and towns in
Colorado, Wyoming, Nevada, and Utah. The businesses utilizing
Mexican labor in this area included sugar-beet companies, packing
plants, mines, and railroads . 8
The interviews outlined above represent those which were in
typescript of one form or another in Dr. Taylor's files on deposit at
the Bancroft Library. Many more remain in longhand, virtually
undecipherable because of the passage of years between their creation in Taylor's personal shorthand and the present day. Those
which were written in pencil have often smeared; it is evident that
not far beyond the typewritten field notes lies a point of diminishing returns . The organization of the interviews makes it possible to
consult them within an accessible and readily usable framework.
The Taylor field notes constitute a valuable supplement to the
original monograph series. They extend the series' scope, providing
additional interviews for the areas treated by Taylor and including
interviews not found in the published studies. Scholars in a variety
of social science disciplines will find the interviews useful. They
reveal the attitudes held by a generation of people concerning the
presence of an ethnic group long subjected to discrimination and
exploitation. Hopefully, the attitudes of our own generation have
somewhat improved .
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1934). An American-Mexican Frontier: Nueces County, Texas (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1934), while published separately, was
conceived as a part of the original series.
"Using interviews, field trips, and primary and secondary sources, Dr. Taylor
gathered a rich harvest of information on Mexican labor conditions and migrant patterns in regions as diverse as California, Texas, Pennsylvania, and
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no other compilation provides such valuable source materials and statistics for
the researcher interested in the first generation of Mexican migration labor."
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Research," Latin American Research Review, 8 (Summer 1973), 8. For an account of how Taylor came to do the studies, see Abraham Hoffman, "An Unusual Monument: Paul S. Taylor's Mexican Labor in the United States Monograph Series," Pacific Historical Review, forthcoming.
This occurred in the Dimmit County, Chicago, and Nueces County studies.
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On conditions in the Imperial Valley in 1928, see Mexicans in California: RePort of Governor C. C . Young's Mexican Fact-Finding Committee San Francisco, October 1930), pp. 136-150; and Charles Wollenberg, "Huelga, 1928
Style: The Imperial Valley Cantaloupe Workers' Strike," Pacific Historical Review, 38 (February 1969), 45-58.
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Jones co-authored a study of Mexicans in Chicago: Robert C . Jones and Louis
R. Wilson, The Mexican in Chicago (Chicago: Comity Commission of the Chicago Church Confederation, 1931).
These interviews were utilized in Taylor's Valley of the South Platte
monograph.
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Frances Himes and husband, Amanda and Bud Yancey.

The Indomitable Yancey Spirit
MARGARET pAINTER

The doctor's voice was grim, "You must get your wife out of the
San Joaquin Valley or she'll never be rid of this malaria." Bud
Yancey didn't question the doctor's verdict. He must seek a home
at a higher altitude, uproot his family, and take Amanda and the
chidren away from the Empire City farm.
After the initial shock Abner Yancey's mind worked rapidly, and
it seemed only minutes before he glimpsed a solution . His wife's
uncle wanted to sell his home in the Tuolumne County hills . James
Harvey Mayes had homesteaded 160 acres of timber and pasture
land in 1888 and added another 160 in 1892. To supplement his
income from cattle Uncle Harvey had served as a government
agent, selling blankets and other necessities to the Indians for
virgin gold. Now, with urgent need for funds to finance medical
care for himself and with his new England wife longing for "civilization," the pioneer wanted to sell and return to his native South.
Fortunately, Bud Yancey was ready to explore the possibilities of
life in the remote hills.
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Today, more than eighty years later, Bud Yancey's oldest
daughter Frances Mary, recalls her parent's decision to "spy out
the land," to visit the log house Uncle Harvey had built on the
homestead in the isolated ranges above Sonora . This is only one of
the mountain peaks in the memory of ninety-year-old Frances
Mary Himes who is admired and envied by other residents of a
Modesto retirement center when she returns with glowing cheeks
and spirits from her daily mile walk, a pre-breakfast ritual. And
there is no fudging on that mile . When weather prevents outdoor
exercise she checks off the necessary eight round trips in the villa
corridors.
Mother and Father's decision to make an exploratory trip to the
Deer Creek homestead is still vivid in the memory of "Daught,"
her parents' affectionate term when Fannie Mae proved too
cumbersome. In early 1893 Bud and Amanda Yancey set out in the
spring wagon for the three days' trip from Empire City to the
future horne. After a days' travel over rutted uphill roads the
weary pair stopped at Knights Ferry Inn on the Stanislaus River.
Spirits revived by food and rest were soon dampened by a logger's
blunt warning : "You can't get into those hills now. No decent
roads and some places, no road - just a slushy trail. Your horses
couldn't pull you through that clay." Disappointed but not disheartened, the Yancey's turned around and drove horne the next
day .
When the San Joaquin Valley heat had browned the grain fields
and dried out the lower ranges of the Sierra Nevada, Bud and
Amanda started out again to learn if the homestead could be their
promised land. This time their four children accompanied them on
the three days' journey. Since there was no bridge across the South
Fork of the Stanislaus River they drove through Sonora, what is
now Confidence, and Sugar Pine, finally negotiating the steep
grade down to Uncle Harvey's log house near Deer Creek.
Although the house had not been completed it was a spacious
structure with four rooms downstairs and a mammoth one above.
On the first floor were a generous kitchen, a large living-dining
room, a parlor, and a spare bedroom-and the upstairs could be
used for a family dormitory. As promising as the house was its surroundings. Most obvious was the apple orchard already bearing
fruit: pippins, winesaps, "grindstones" so named because human
teeth could scarcely bite into them-and the large Gloria Mundis,
the family favorites. Mrs Himes says she can still smell and taste
those delicious aromatic puffy mounds of baked Gloria Mundis.
Father Yancey saw more than the apple orchard. A vegetable
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garden could be planted near the upper spring, while the relatively
flat area over the rise would be suitable for corn and grain. There
was pasturage for cattle and horses and space for chicken and pigs,
and the lower springs would provide ample water for the household and stock. And over there behind that huge boulder with
bowl-like depressions made by the Indians grinding their corn
meal he could build a privy shielded from the house. Yes, this
could be their home , a challenge to the Yancey spirit- and there
would be no malaria at 4,000 feet .
In September of 1896 the family moved. Bud and Amanda,
Frances Mary now almost twelve, sisters Lena and Ethyle, and
little Paul shared the lead wagon with their clothing and bedding
supplemented by essentials for camping out two nights, plus
groceries for the next five months. Following the spring wagon was
a second drawn by four horses and driven by Uncle Tib. In it were
axe and saw, plough, shovel, scythe, and a multitude of other tools
which would be needed for tilling the soil and caring for the
animals . A "starter" of chickens and pigs added life to the cargo .
One major tragedy overshadows Mrs. Himes' happier memories
of the move to the hills. Because a twelve-year old must attend
school her parents arranged for their oldest daughter to live with
Aunt Mollie and Uncle Tib in Empire City for the winter.
Tearfully she begged to accompany her family to the new home
even if she had to return immediately. Mother consented on one
condition, that there be no tears when Fannie Mae started back
with her uncle. The daughter kept her promise until the log house
was out of sight . Then the dam broke. Today the heartbreak is still
a painful memory, "I thought I'd never see my family again." As a
final gesture of rebellion, when they were fording the river approaching the uncle's home, she jumped out the back of the spring
wagon and raced into the bushes. Soon "Fannie Mae, Fannie
Mae!" echoed frantically through the trees. When the fugitive
heard Aunt Mollie reproaching her husband, "If she's drowned I'll
never forgive you," the disconsolate girl surrendered .
Those were busy and sometimes critical years on the Deer Creek
farm, but the Yanceys faced no real deprivations. Meat,
vegetables, and dairy products were home grown. Twice each year
Bud Yancey hitched a team to the buckboard and made the three
days' trip to Modesto for supplies . Sugar and flour, calico and
thread were added to the shopping list as needs were anticipated,
and apparently Father had no misgivings when choosing shoes for
growing children and printed calico for his daughters' dresses.
Only once does Mrs. Himes recall an occasion when Mother's fore-
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sight failed: For weeks the family ate soda biscuits for breakfast
because there was no baking powder. However the Yanceys were
not completely isolated from family and friends for their own pony
express brought mail weekly from Confidence.
Each day in the hills opened with an established ritual. Father
got up first to build the fire in the cookstove and to do the chores.
By the time he returned from milking the cows and letting out the
chickens Mother was making the biscuits, which were always supplemented by her husband's own brand of hot cakes . When
"Daught" was home she helped her father cut and bring in wood
or rode her pony to help with the cattle. Mother's days were filled
with preparing the meals, churning butter, canning apples for
winter, sewing for the family, making lye soap, and bleaching the
clothes in kerosene cans over an outdoor fire- but she still had
time to go walking in the woods with her children.
Each Yancey day closed with another ritual: Mother read the
Bible to her children . So impressed was five-year old Ethyl that she
frequently reenforced the scriptures . Conveniently located a few
yards down the hill was an ideal rock pulpit, and the little minister
could be certain of an attentive audience: brother Paul, his dog
"Sunday," and two well-dressed dolls made with skeletons of pine
branches selected for their apporpriately spaced twigs for arms and
legs. Invariably the congregation as well as the birds and chickens
heard the climactic warning, "If you're not good boys and girls,
God will never let you into heaven!" and the little fist pounded the
rock mercilessly.
In addition to daily tasks Bud Yancey enlarged his domain .
First, he completed the log house and added a wide porch encircling three sides. Later he boarded over the logs and covered them
with his own hand-hewn shakes. He built rail fences, two barns
with stables and a harness shed, three chicken houses, a blacksmith
shop, a wash shed, and a smoke house for curing their meat . The
latter also served for winter storage. After her husband embedded
a barrel in the dirt floor Mother Yancey alternated layers of eggs
with grass and straw to use when the hens took a vacation .
Another addition to the cluster of buildings was a log playhouse
Father helped the youngest children construct on the hillside above
the family home . There Ethyl and Paul cooked meals on a
miniature stove rescued from a deserted mining camp. Roast robin
was the usual piece de resistance. Occasionally the youngsters sat
by the fire smoking their hand-rolled cigarettes made with wild
peach leaves- and mother made no objection for often she boiled
the leaves for her children's cough syrup .

135

Life was never monotonous on the Yancey farm. When little
Paul became seriously ill with quinzy the doctor rode his horse
from Sonoi:a and spent the night. Guests from the woods provided
diversion as well as damage. Deer stripped fruit trees, even Bud
Yancey's prized Golden Delicious apple . Chickens could be locked
in the hen houses to frustrate prowling coyotes, but porcupines
dined well on each new pine pillar installed to support the porch .
And there were rattlesnakes!
Mrs . Himes loves to talk about their rattler visitors. One day
two-year-old Paul came running into the house to invite his inother
to come see the "pretty Wag" on the rock beside the back door .
After Father and Mother ended a rare game of Flinch on an outdoor table they saw the path of a kibitzer which had crawled
between their feet. Rattlers were more numerous than rabbits , and
Mrs . Himes recalls with satisfaction the "dozens" she slaughtered ,
"When I saw a trace of one I wasn't satisfied until I'd killed him ."
But the rattlesnake killer was still a little girl-she was afraid of
cows. When a neighbor's bull appeared near the children's route to
school something drastic was needed . Mother gave her consent for
the young teenager to shoot the gun to frighten away the animal .
Unfortunately she aimed too low . So panic-stricken was Fannie
Mae that she told no one of the catastrophe, not even when Father

"Gibson girls" Frances Yancey , sister, and friend .

136

came home with the shocking news, "Amanda, someone shot the
Johnson's bull."
Educating the children was a top priority in the Yancey home .
After staying in Empire City two winters to attend school, Fannie
Mae joined the younger children at the Middlecamp School across
the Stanislaus River canyon across from their home . During the
week Mother Yancey lived with her children in a cabin near the
school while Father stayed home to care for the livestock . Each
morning as he carried pails of water up from the spring the famous
Yancey rebel yell echoed across the mile-wide canyon to tell his
family all was well . Later, Father and the neighbors built the Deer
Creek School nearer home .
When Frances Mary Yancey completed elementary education
she advanced to the famous red brick school in Columbia, now a
state park . That was in the era of the long-time superintendent
and principal, George Philip Morgan, the respected· Tuolumne
County educator . One pupil had good reason to respect him.
When a recalcitrant boy failed to respond to conservative
measures, Mr. Morgan picked up the culprit's slate and slammed it
down on the lad's head- and the boy wore a halo around his
shoulders the rest of the morning .
Later, Miss Yancey taught school, with summers usually spent at
San Jose Normal. Briefly she was the entire faculty at the Deer
Creek school, then she returned to work under Superintendent
Morgan at Columbia. Later she was hired by the Tilden school
board in Stanislaus County . This was followed by several years at
Knights Ferry where for a long time she boarded with the sister of
Ulysses S. Grant, and finally she taught in Oakdale until her
husband Harry Himes thought she deserved a vacation.
Between the years 1896 and 1907 Bud Yancey added more land
to the Deer Creek farm until he had 1400 acres of timber and
pasturage . When the doctor was convinced Mother was no longer
susceptible to malaria the family agreed it was time to move closer
to schools and other facilities. So in 1907 the Yanceys returned to
the San Joaquin Valley where Bud Yancey bought a general merchandise store in Montpelier. He sold most of the mountain ranch
back to the government but kept the log house and 120 acres to
bequeath to his children, never to be sold until all agreed . They
still own the property.
Today the log house seems as sturdy as in the 1890's. Gone are
the barns, the chicken houses, the smoke house, and the wash
shed, but a few forlorn timbers mark the site of the children's
playhouse on the hillside. The log house, now boasting a corru-
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Log house with new roof.
gated iron roof, gives evidence of years of living: warped porch
floors and porcupine teeth marks on the pine supports, scratches
on the door jamb recording the children's growth, and within the
house faded paint and wallpaper, kerosene lamps and a pot-bellied
stove, plus a hand-written warning on yellowed paper tacked to
the stairway door, "Rat poison upstairs. Keep children out ."
Strangely enough the visitor knows the mammoth logs cut by
Uncle Henry and his Indian helpers are still there, but the only
visible evidence is the huge log which forms the threshold at the
back door.
Many of the rail fences, some obviously weary, still encircle the
pastures, and three of the original apple trees are laden with fruit .
Although depleted, water flows from the springs, cold and
sparkling, and ev~n more invigorating is the latest upsurgence of
Yancey spirit. Bud Yancey's great, great grandson, disenchanted
with earning a living in Alaska, has returned to the Deer Creek
farm. Already he has mended fences and cleared weeds in anticipation of bringing in a few calves, a horse and a cow, as he
envisions a difficult but rewarding future with as much enthusiasm
as did his ancestor in the last century.
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Frances Himes and Indian Rock.
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Frances Himes with Watercress and the author.
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Bob & Shirley
Sargent in 1941

The Road Never Traveled
RoBERT

C.

SARGENT

On December 2, 1940, my duties as a Chief of Party for the
Bureau of Public Roads at Susanville, California, were interrupted
by a wire to report to King City, where I was to meet a Chief
Locating Engineer named Carl Shubert. Three other lean, hungry,
broke engineers and I gladly left cold Susanville for what we
hoped would be a warmer country.
One of the short-lived highlights of our stay in King City was the
discovery of a restaurant with a sign, "all you can eat for 50¢." This
sign stayed up forty-eight hours, which was all it took to convince
the owner that engineers could eat twice as much as ranch hands.
After a week , Shubert and I rented a very old house at Jolon,
hired a cook, picked up more men and we were ready to start our
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survey. The idea of the road we were to locate was conceived by
the U.S. Army- who else?- to give soldiers access to the Pacific
Ocean, between Monterey and San Luis Obispo, so they could
repel any "enemy invaders." Where from, who, or how the enemy
would pick such a spot were questions we never figured out.
At that time, the Jolon Valley was owned by ranchers who had
been there fifty or more years . Water was plentiful, but the land
was primarily used for cattle-raising, rather than crops. It was
truly a quiet pastoral California mission country, and looked very
much as it had when San Antonio de Padua Mission was
established in 1771. In 1940, about all that remained of the
religious and farming Spanish settlement was the decaying, neglected main chapel that was frequented only by wandering cattle .
Besides that crumbling structure, William Randolph Hearst, in his
usual manner, had bought extensive holdings in the Mission area
and built a big one-story reinforced concrete Ranch Headquarters.
Later, lasting restoration of the mission was begun, aided by
Hearst money, and his ranch b ecame the headquarters for the
Hunter Liggett Military Reservation.
To get back to our Road Location, we soon established what is
known as a "Fly Camp" located about some fifteen miles west of
Jolon . To get to this site, we utilized an old Indian - settler trail
that led from Jolon to the Pacific Ocean . Here, on the east slope of
the Santa Lucia Range , we found a small spring for water and,
with help from a local packer, set up four good-sized tents, 10'x12',
plus a larger cook tent. Our camp was crude . No lumber was used
except for floors; sides, if any , and ridgepole, were of local
madrone . "Sanitary facility" was a large hole covered by a box
with a twelve-inch square opening. There was no walls or roof
and, considering the average rainfall of about 60 inches, no time
was wasted in our primitive convenience.
As we were based at this camp from December 12, 1940, until
April, 1941, we were wet most of the time. Fortunately, the rains
came mostly at night, so we could still work six days a week from
daylight to dark. As our survey line progressed westward, we had
to walk further each day to and from work, so truly worked from
dawn to dark. Sundays we "rested" by cutting wood, washing our
grimy clothes, writing lonesome letters to our families, and playing
a little poker. Sleeping was for the insensible, as the rain-soaked
tent flys reacted to the wind and rain with shotgun-like blasts on
the tent. ·our cook was a good one, and we did not limit the cost of
food, in spite of repeated protests from the San Francisco office.
In December, I received word from Jolon by short-wave radio
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that we would be allowed one day off for Christmas. We did not
follow that instruction, but took three days, as getting out entailed
a ten-mile hike down a mountain, and the same mountain had to
be climbed on the way back. Both ways , we had to cross the
flooded San Antonio River. To avoid wet boots, I took mine off
and held them over my head, but unfortunately slipped and fell,
so managed to soak everything, including the boots.
Our assignment was to survey from Jolon to the top of the Santa
Lucia Range. As we worked higher, to about five thousand feet
elevation, we had a magnificent view of the snow-covered Sierra
Nevada from Tehachapi to Tahoe. The Santa Lucias on the east
slope were covered by chapparal, and some madrone trees . The
west slope, where other survey parties were working, was a tangle
of redwood trees , berry bushes and what-have-you. One of our
feeble jokes was that , when we reached the top of the range we
could hear the cursing of the ocean-side crews, as they struggled
through the brush.
Our solitude was disturbed by a friendly invasion of 2,000 Signal
Corpsmen who arrived in December of 1940. On arrival, and in
spite of warning from local people, the Colonel chose a small flat
valley for their tent camp. Then it was dry, but by January, the
valley was nothing but black bottomless mud, and the camp was
moved to higher ground .
Another episode having to do with military methods was the
appearance one noon of a command car full of officers to question
us on where to find the new road to the coast. The officers were
indignant and disbelieving, when our surveyors told them there
was no road . They, the Army, had a map. They knew better!
Later that week we needed a triangulation point set on top of a
nearby thousand-foot hill. Two of our men could have done this
in four hours, but officers heard of our need and wanted to do it
the "Army way." A full week later, with the help of trucks,
tractors, and many men, we had our triangulation point made out
of 6"x6" timbers. Trucks had to be dragged through the deep mud
by power winches .
By June, 1941, our field work was done and ready for the San
Francisco office to approve the design and contracts to be let. As
we had guessed, some practical General finally saw the plans and
said, "Whose fool idea is this, anyway?" And all our blood, sweat
and work was to no avail except that we got paid, just barely.
Bob Sargent, 1903-1973, was a civil engineer, not a writer, but his one attempt at
memoirs was edited by his daughter, Shirley Sargent, as a postscript to history.
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Byron Hot Springs

Photo Courtesy of Roberta M. McDow

BYRON

HoT

SPRINGS

JoANNE WHITFIELD

On the outskirts of Mt. Diablo's southeastern foothills stand the
remains of one of the most famous resorts in California at the turn
of the century. Byron Hot Springs thrived during the era when
health resorts were the fashionable place to vacation, and despite
its changing fortune, it still preserves an air of majesty from its
former life .
Stretching across the valley are the railroad tracks which the
Southern Pacific used for over fifty years to chug visitors on to
Byron Hot Springs. The tracks are conveniently located within a
few feet of the gate which opens onto the long country lane
leading to the spa. When the visitors arrived, a stagecoach or horse
and buggy would whisk them from the train station and down the
lane to the magnificent hotel in the heart of the resort.
The country lane is now potted with holes, although majestic
willows still line its sides. An old metal plaque from the past offers
these words as you pass by, "Go slower." Around the bend, a small
lake comes into view. Cows huddle along the shore. A flock of
ducks float upon the water.
Across the lak'e stand three buildings which are well over a half
of a century old . In their day, they were known as "The Mud Bath
House," "The Mead Memorial," and "The Gas Plunge."
The Mud Bath House contained Byron's famous mud baths. The
rich and famous from all over California and even Europe, would
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come to bask in the bubbly muds. 1 Although the baths are dry
now, and the building is old, worn, and falling apart, there is one
token from the past that testifies to a once elegant time. All the
walls are marble .
A short walk from the Mud Bath House is the Mead
Memorial- a small red brick tribute to Lewis Risdon Mead, the
founder of Byron Hot Springs. after his death, his Wife Mae Mead,
had the monument erected at a cost of ten thousand dollars . 2
The monument encloses two springs, which are now dried up .
They were called the liver and kidney springs because it was
believed that if you were to drink of their waters, your liver and
kidney disorders would be cured.
At the northern end of the monument, marble steps lead down
into a mineral spring. A marble wall behind it is engraved with
these words, "Lewis Risdon Mead, Founder, 1868." 3 At the
southern end of the Memorial is a miniature well encasing a cold
water spring. The visitors would come and drink from these
springs, and believe that the healing mineral waters would
alleviate their distresses and ensure health. • Doctors of the day recommended the springs of Byron for gastritis, indigestion, all ills of
the stomach, gout, and rheumatism.
The walls in the Mead Memorial are baren wood now. The
gentlemen and ladies of the early 1900's saw quite a different
picture. The walls were of Alaskan marble, five thousand dollars
worth, with inlaid stones arranged in picturesque scenes of
California's mountains, valleys, and streams.
South of the Memorial are the remains of the "Gas Plunge ." The
"Gas Plunge" was a large swimming pool, which was built over a
sulphur spring. Today, the pool is filled with old wooden boards
and debris . 5
All these buildings are the wandering ground of the cows and
wild animals who live in the valley. Yet, their homes are second
rate compared to the home of the animals who belong to the
present owners of Byron Hot Springs. Their sheep, geese, chickens,
and goats, live in a grand barn- a four story, grandoise hotel.
The red brick hotel was built in 1914 . Two hotels before it had
burned to the ground, so red brick was used in this last one as a
measure against future fires. 6 Water was pumped from a large
spring to the hotel to provide the guests with mineral and salt
baths of 122° Farenheit . At any given time, the hotel could accom odate two hundred and fifty visitors within its fifty rooms .
When the guests weren't bathing in one of the five springs available or drinking from the other fifteen springs, mud bathing, or
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swimming in the Gas Plunge, they would spend their time playing
lawn tennis, croquet, billiards, shuffleboard, horseback riding,
receiving massages or blanket sweats, and walking leisurely about
the grounds. The grounds were filled with lawns, palm trees, evergreens, and gardens, turning Byron Hot Springs into an oasis.
Lamposts lighted their way at night as they strolled on a romantic
walk, perhaps after a dance. The lady and her escort found Byron
Hot Springs to be a luxuriously refreshing world to vacation in.
For fifty years the resort prospered. Then the great depression of
the 1930's hit . The owners feuded with one another and were
involved in law suits. Byron Hot Springs closed down.
Since then, it has been used for many different purposes, and
changed owners several times . . . . The U.S. War Department
acquired it during WWII and turned it into a prison, destroying
much of its original beauty in the process. They renamed it "Camp
Tracy."
Camp Tracy was one of two temporary interrogation centers in
the U.S. for high ranking German and Japanese prisoners of war. 7
At any given time, there would be fifty prisoners on hand . After
being interrogated and spied upon (all the buildings were bugged)
they were moved to another prison in the U .S. for the duration of
their stay. 8 Camp Tracy was a top secret operation; not even the
residents of Byron knew what was going on down at their once
famous showplace.
After the war, the military declared Camp Tracy as surplus
property . In 1948, the Greek Orthodox Church in New York
bought it with the intent of using it as a retreat, but the plan never
materialized. They held onto it for twelve years, then sold it to a
group of businessmen who hoped to turn it into a modern country
club . 9 Their plan never materialized either, and it was sold
again . 10
The present owners are in the process of slowly restoring Byron
Hot Springs . So far, they have restored the old white house and
cottages on the grounds. They are looking for a new source of
water for the springs, since the falling water table of the county is
so low that the springs are dried up .
Until the day that Byron Hot Springs is fully rennovated, it will
stand alone amidst the desolate surrounding valley, reminding us
of an era gone by- the great age of the Hot Springs.
I
2

FOOTNOTES
The Oakland Tribune, February 3, 1974.
Lewis Mead died on June 13, 1916 (Hulaniski, Fred J., The History of Contra
Costa County, Elms Publishing Co ., 1917, p .251) . In 1919, the resort was
leased to John Tait, who built a new pool, added tennis courts and a golf
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course- $250,000 in improvements. (George Collier, "Byron Hot Springs,"
1967, p.5.)
Orange Risdon of San Francisco obtained a patent on the land in 1865. He
turned the exploitation and development of the mineral springs over to his
nephew, Lewis Risdon Mead, who purchased it after Risdon's death. Mead
leased it to Amanda Gallagher, who built several bath houses over some
springs. (Collier, "Byron Hot Springs," p.2.)
The Indians of Byron were the first to recognize the curative powers of the
springs. They would offer bones and stones as sacrifices to the spirits of the
hot waters .
Saunders, F., California as a Health Resort, 1916.
The first hotel was built in 1882 and accomodated 40 guests; other patrons
stayed in the guest cottages. It burned down in 1901, and a new hotel was
built in 1904 at a cost of $150,000 dollars. The second hotel burned down in
1912. (Collier, "Byron Hot Springs," p.3; also Hulaniski, The History of
c.c.c., p.251).
The other center was Fort Hunt in Virginia, (Collier, p. 7-8}.
To show how many prisoners passed through in one year, examine this data
for 1944: 921 Japanese and 645 Germans were interrogated at Camp Tracy.
(Collier, p.7-8).
They proposed to spend a million dollars to renovate the hotel and add a 18
hole golf course, as well as two swimming pools and other recreation facilities.
(The Oakland Tribune, April 1, 1960.)
It was sold for an estimated $295,000 dollars to a Walnut Creek, Calif.,
developer. (The Oakland Tribune, Feb., 24 , 1972.)
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A MEANS TO AN END:
Oregon's Protestant Missionaries
View The Indian
WILLIAM

H.

WILLIAMS

During the 1830's and 1840's a number of American Protestant
missionaries made their way, by the overland or sea route, to the
Oregon country. The overwhelming majority were sent either by
the American Board for Foreign Missions (an organization sponsored by the Presbyterian, Congregational, Dutch Reformed and
German Reformed churches) or the Missionary Society of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
The Protestant missionaries to Oregon have .._recievect an
inordinate amount of attention from historians and novelists. Their
letters and diaries have been published, their biographies have
been written and their lives have been romanticized in fiction .
Despite the inevitable carpers, these pioneer evangelists continue
to be projected, in our minds at least, as larger than life,
abounding in fortitude, dedication and patriotism. Although their
attempts to evangelize the Indians met with indifferent success,
they did establish an American beachhead which eventually
helped win the Pacific Northwest, south of the 49th parallel, for
the United States. One question concerning these Protestant missionaries, however, has not been systematically explored: How did
they view the Indian that they were sent to save?
For the most part the Americans who manned the Protestant
missions in the Pacific Northwest were the products of rural and
small-town New England and upstate New York. The evangelical
forces that swept through this area of the Northeast during the
third and fourth decades of the nineteenth century fired the
imagination and enthusiasm of pious young people and left them
eager to spread the gospel to the four corners of the globe. That
some became missionaries to the Indians of~~ ather than to
the Zulus of South Africa or to the various peoples of Asia was
more a happenstance of fate than a conscious choice. Although a
few had Oregon in mind from the beginning, most ended up in the
Pacific Northwest in response to pleas from missionaries already in
the field or to requests by their respective missionary boards . The
two missionary boards, in turn, were particularly interested in the
Oregon country because of an alleged request for the gospel by a
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small delegation of Northwest Indians in 1831. Once in the Oregon
country the Methodist missionaries concentrated their efforts along
the Willamette and the lower Columbia River Valley while the
American Board set up its missionary stations along the tributaries
of the upper Columbia .
Like most Americans of their day, the Oregon missionaries referred to the Indians as "savages," 1 although they had little prior
contact with the red man until crossing the Great Plains or debarking at the mouth of the Columbia after a long sea voyage. Once
contact with the red man was made, the monolithic image of the
"savage" was altered by the growing realization that there was a
great deal of diversity among tribes. Methodist Jason Lee noted that
the Indians with whom American Board missionaries Marcus Whitman and Henry Harmon Spalding worked- Cayuse and Nez Perce
respectively- were "certainly superior to those upon the Wilamette." 2 The Cayuse were also praised by Methodist William
Roberts because they seldom condescended "to the petty thefts
which are so characteristic of Indians everywhere." 3 After Cayuse
participation in the Whitman massacre in 1847, however, that
tribe's stock hit rock bottom while the reputation of the loyal Nez
Perce who "stood as a shield for the defense of Americans," rose
accordingly . To some degree the Oregon missionaries also distinguished between individual red men. While maintaining that
rascals abounded among the aborigines, the missionaries did admit
that some individual Indians possessed admirable traits. Methodist
Gustavus Hines, for example, in describing a Cayuse chief
observed that "there is a dignity and decision manifested in his
movements, which put many a white man to blush ."•
Although the assessment of individual tribes, and even
individual Indians, might vary, as long as the red man of the
Pacific Northwest remained unconverted to Christianity and to the
white man's ways, he was regarded as in inferior being. To start
with, the Indian was considered dirty. One missionary-wife
particularly noticed the filth of the plains Indians while she was on
her way to Oregon, and Narcissa Whitman -who was "a remarkably neat woman," could not bear to have the filthy Indians
around." Ironically, Mrs. Whitman showed her natural repugnance by saying "ugh," when Indians were in the area. 5
The Oregon missionaries generally agreed with Samuel Stanhope
Smith, former president of Princeton, that the red man, in many
respects, was "little more than a grown child ." 6 The aborigines of
the Pacific Northwest were described as "big urchins," and, like
children, were considered undependable. 7 Indeed, so irresponsible
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were the Indians in the area of the Whitman m1sswn that a
frustrated Marcus Whitman, conveniently overlooking the fact
that he was farming Indian land without paying rent, took to
poisoning melons in order to make those Indians guilty of theft a
little sick. Corporal punishment, fit for disciplining children, was
considered essential to keeping the childlike red man , in line .
Whitman and Spalding went so far as personally to whip Indians
for disobedience, and Jason Lee seems to have agreed that stern
punishment, such as that meted out by Whitman and Spalding,
was the best method for dealing with the recalcitrant Indiaps . 8
The childlike image was only one dimension of a generally uncomplimentary view of the red man. One missionary-wife
described the aborigine as a wretched and miserable being that
we, "by looking at him ... learn what the gospel has done for us."
Jason Lee reinforced this negative image when he found the
original inhabitants of the Wilamette Valley not only "filthy" but
also "degraded." 9 The Indians east of the Cascades did not fare
much better. The Cayuse were described as "insolent, proud,
domineering, arrogant and ferocious," and were only worth saving, "not from any good in them but from a firm reliance on the
promises of God." The language of the Cayuse was no better than
their character as "men and women talked together in a manner,
which we should think vulgar in the extreme, without a blush."
Adultery was considered a "common crime among them," as
"almost all young people have come together without any regard
to marriage." The Spokanes were pictured as "debased as any
heathen people," with a materialistic bent. One missionary
observed that "you might as well stop the sun in its course as to
root out the selfishness from the hearts of these people." Even the
Nez Perce were called "Ungrateful." Speaking of the Indians in
general, Marcus Whitman discribed them as given to indolence,
violence, bloodshed and improvidence, while Asa Bowen Smith
saw them "not so degraded as the heathen in some parts of the
world, yet they have the same wicked hearts which lie at the
foundation of heathenism." 10
Some of the harshest criticism of Indian society came from the
females among the missionary contingent. This is not surprising in
view of the fact that during this period, women were often attracted to missionary work in order to elevate the degraded status
of their sex in distant lands . 11 Upon arriving in the Oregon country
they found Indian women generally being exploited. Mary
Walker , whose husband served among the Spokanes, compared
Indian wives to slaves on a plantation. Indeed, so hard did the
Indian women work and so little did the men do, that "a man
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without a wife is in real danger of going hungry." Myra Ellis, who
also lived among the Spokanes, supported Mary Walker's
observations by noting that Spokane women "perform all the
drudgery and do all the work." Polygamy, which was common
among the Indians near the Whitman mission , was additional fuel
for distaff criticism of Indian society . Lamented one female
missionary, "Oh how much human misery has been and still is
experienced from this course." Evidently the unenviable position of
the fairer sex in Indian society was not restricted to the Spokanes as
even a male missionary spoke of "the degradation of females,"
among the Flatheads and Nez Perce where the women did all the
work "while the men live at their ease." As might be expected, the
idea of bringing up white children in an environment in which the
only playmates were "nothing but Indians," was repugnant to at
least one missionary-wife. 12
Debased as the Indian might be, there was some hope among
the missionaries that the red man could be elevated by the introduction of Christianity as well as the white man's life-style.
Indeed, Henry Harmon Spalding felt that white civilization was
the only hope for the Indian's survival because the buffalo was
vanishing. 13 To get the Indian to accept Christianity and the white
man's ways, however proved to be a formidable and, in the end,
a frustrating task. Nevertheless, in the beginning the missionaries
were optimistic.
The first task was to stamp out the red man's nomadic life
because, as Marcus Whitman pointed out, "although we bring the
gospel as the first object, we cannot gain an assurance unless they
are attracted and retained by the plough and hoe in this way, even
before the language is acquired you may have the people drawn
around you and ready to hear your instruction." Whitman went
on to say that turning the Indians into a settled agrarian people
was the only means to win Christianity. 14
There was even some evidence that the red man might be
capable of adjusting to white civilization. One missionary teacher
reported of her arithmetic class: "I never could make white
children understand half as quick." A visitor to the Methodist
mission school in the Wilamette Valley found that several Indians
showed "a good mechanical genius," and Spalding, in a singular
observation, found in the red man "an insatiable desire for
property." 15 Certainly the latter attitude was in tune with
advancing white civilization. Commonly castigated for his laziness
and refusal to work, the Indian of the Pacific Northwest even
showed some signs of adopting the "work ethic." In 1844, Marcus
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Whitman noted improvement in the interest of the Cayuse "in cultivation and in their care and acquisition of stock." Two years
earlier in the Willamette Valley it was noted that the "natives
about here appear more industrious the present winter than
formerly ." 16
Initial optimism, however, took a serious buffeting when the
missionaries found that their work wasn't producing the expected
results. The Spokanes were found to care less and less for education
and more and more for the white man's material possessions. In
1841, a sadder but wiser Elkanah Walker noted that it was as unnatural to expect a New England farmer to change his ways to
those of a nomad as to expect the Spokanes to lead a settled life.
Two years later Walker admitted that the Spokanes no longer
wanted missionaries among them . 17 Methodist missionaries William Kone at the Clatsop station and Dr. John P. Richmond at the
Nisqually station on the lower Puget Sound, found working with
the Indians in their respective areas so frustrating that they left
their posts. H.K.W. Perkins, who served at the Methodist mission
at The Dalles, even went so far as to say that he would "sooner be
hanged to a tree," then return to work among the Indians . 18
Perhaps typical of the increasingly frustrated missionaries was
Marcus Whitman. Initially quite confident that the Indian could
be converted to the white man's religion and life-style, Whitman's
pronouncements on the red man grew increasingly negative,
particularly in the period just prior to his murder by the Cayuse in
1847. The Indians were now unteachable and Whitman admitted
that he was afraid of them . By 1846 the Presbyterian physician
had given up the idea of building houses for the Indians near his
mission, in part because he didn't "think they have habits of
neatness sufficient to warrant the effort of building houses for
them ." The next year found Whitman calling the Indians along the
Columbia from Waiilatpu to Waskopam a "low pilfering race." 19
In correspondence with the East, the Oregon missionaries could
not speak too openly of their growing pessimism concerning their
work with the red man because pessimistic reports would serve to
discourage the very suppport upon which the mission stations
depended for survival. Nevertheless, some were candid enough to
credit their work with only such marginal success as the reduction
of petty wars among the Indians or the prevention of whites from
killing Indians . A few -even went so far as to recognize that the
introduction of the white man's civilization may have been a bane
rather than a blessing to the aborigine of the Pacific Northwest.
Jason Lee, after five years in Oregon, reported that he found the
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Indians more degraded than when he first came to the area . To
avoid this degradation one missionary proposed that "the Indians
be kept upon the chase to prevent their becoming worldly
minded ." The weakness of the red man for the "ardent spirits"
brought by the advancing white frontier was early recognized by
the missionaries as a particular problem and temperance societies
were set up to combat the evil among whites as well as among
Indians. Indeed, some of the newly arrived whites needed "the
gospel more, if possible, than the heathen . 20
By the 1840's any discussion concerning the nature of the Indian
of the Northwest was fast becoming academic. As early as 1836,
Jason Lee predicted that unless God rallied to their cause, the
Indian would perish from the earth. While Lee was predicting the
demise of the Indians of the Wilamette Valley, missionaries elsewhere were also noticing the decline of Indian population. As one
missionary pointed out in 1839, the Indians seemed "doomed to
melt away like the snow on approach of summer." White man's
diseases took their toll and, as one duty-bound missionary
reminded his colleagues in 1853, it was important to "do all we
can for them while they remain, for they are fast dropping away
with smallpox and other diseases." 21
But why this almost stoic acceptance of the impending extinction
of the red man, particularly when there were medical means at
hand that could fight the trend? Although some of the missionaries
like Marcus Whitman did make use of medical training by
dispensing some medical aid to the Indians, the unsettling question
remains: Why didn't the Methodist and American Board missionaries vaccinate the Indians of the Oregon country at their mission
stations? While it is true that Indians were often suspicious of the
white man 's medicines in general and vaccination in particular,
some Indians along the Pacific slope submitted to vaccination by
whites. James Pattie was successful in vaccinating many red men
in California in 1829, while some Indians along the Columbia
survived a smallpox epidemic in 1838, thanks to prior vaccination
by Catholic missionaries. 22 And yet we have no extant record that
any of the Methodist or American Board missionaries even proposed vaccination as one way to reduce the mortality rate among
those they, ostensibly at least , had come to serve. 23
Back East, James Knowles, Professor of Pastoral Duties at
Newton Theological Institution, had argued that the extinction of
New England's Indians was part of God's divine plan because
those Indians would not obey the "Great Law of God," which
"obliged them to become civilized, and to adopt those modes of life
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which would enable their territory to support the greatest possible
number of inhabitants." Knowles' view found an echo at the
Waiilatpu mission where Marcus Whitman, in commenting on the
inability of the aborigine to survive white settlement in Oregon,
noted "the providence of God in this matter in one respect if no
more. For the command is multiply and replenish the earth,
neither of which the Indians obey." Whitman went on to point up
the red man's weaknesses which caused him to disobey God's will,
and then justified the overwhelming of the Indian by the white
frontier on the grounds that the latter was "one of the onward
movements of the world and it is quite in vain for us to wish it to
stand still. Rather let us fall in and guide and aid with proper
institutions." 24
Even more to the point was Methodist Gustavus Hines who tells
us that the Umpqua Indians were doomed by the hand of Providence so that they would "give place to a people more worthy of
this beautiful and fertile country. . . ." Progress along the
Wilamette, said the anxious Hines, would come after "the present
race shall have gone to the graves of their fathers and others
[whites] shall rise to take their place." After visiting The Dalles
area, Hines noted, no doubt with some joyful anticipation, that
the Wascos "along with most of the tribes of Oregon were destined
to utter distinction and the time is not far distant when their
country will be occupied by the descendants of the Pilgrims." 25
In short one gets the feeling that the tide of history, which in the
missionary mind is subject to God's will, has condemned the
Indian to extinction and it would be folly for the missionary to
stand in the way. Vaccination of the Indian, therefore, could be
seen as interference with the unfolding of God's plan for North
America.
It is not surprising that the Oregon missionaries generally regarded the Indian as an inferior being as long as he didn't accept
Christ as his saviour and refused to live like a white man. What is
surprising is the general paucity, in the letters and diaries of the
missionaries, of a sustained and analytical examination of the
Indian . While an exceptio'n or two might be cited, most of the
missionaries seemed to avoid more than a perfunctory treatment of
the red man. This same lack of deep interest and curiosity is
reflected in Clifford M . Drury's question concerning the actions of
the Whitman's at the Waiilatpu Mission in 1847: "If the Whitman's came out to be missionaries for the Indians, why are they
giving so much time and attention to white people?" 26 Indeed,
why so much time and attention focused elsewhere than on the
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Indian? Perhaps the answer lies in the motivational forces behind
the missionary commitment.
One examination of the global activities of the American Board's
foreign missions from 1810 to 1860, notes that much of the
missionary commitment was a matter of disinterested benevolence.
Clifford M. Drury also emphasizes the significance of the disinterested benevolence theme by pointing out that the motivational
imperative behind the commitment of American Board missionaries in Oregon was that, "one should do good for the sake of
goodness and without any thought or expectation of reward ." 27 An
examination of the record, however, projects quite a different
picture.
Reward was never far from the minds of Oregon's missionaries,
whether of American Board or Methodist affiliations . Jason Lee
early talked of the reward due the missionary even if the attempt
to Christianize the Indian might fail, and then later described the
missionaries at The Dalles- these included the visiting Narcissa
Whitman- as "looking with pleasurable expectation to that home
[after death] where they shall receive the crown of life ." This
confidence that a heavenly home awaited, was based on the
concept of a just reward for service rendered in the cause of Christ.
This overwhelming concern for divine approval is typified by
Marcus Whitman's plea for the Oregon mission on the grounds
that "this great harvest field" could no longer be ignored without
"incurring the fearful displeasure of heaven." Heavenly displeasure
would certainly stand in the way of attaining Divine grace and its
corollary, life eternal.
One missionary personified this obsession when she admonished
one friend to tell another acquaintance "to so live life as to try to
meet me in heaven." The same voice had earlier stated, "it is my
only business to strive and glorify my God below and find my way
to heaven." 28 The other-worldly orientation is further brought
home by missionary William Gray when he warned his fiancee to
remember the promise of Christ and "never ... let your heart be
fixed on a earthly object." 29
The Indian was an earthly object who just happened to be seen,
not as an end in itself, but rather as a means to an end . The
missionary's impulse to save red souls in the Pacific Northwest was
as much a decent concern for the immortality of his own soul as
for that of the red man. The Indian, then, became an object whose
importance rested on the leverage value he exerted in insuring the
otherworldly goals of the missionary. It is understandable, therefore , why this small group of vanguard Americans paid surpris-
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ingly little attention to the red man. With eyes cast in a vertical
direction, with ears attuned to the vibrations of the heavenly host,
Oregon's Protestant missionaries weren't very interested in a society
steeped in the sins of heathen practices. Saving the Indian was
important because it was the Lord's work and not because it was
an altruistic manifestation of love for the red man . Like many
drivers of modern automobiles, the Oregon missionary did not care
to understand, in great detail, the vehicle that was carrying him
towards his desired destination. The destination was the important
thing .
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Dr. Williams lecturing his class.
The Pacific Center for Western Studies

Monographs Available
3. CHEYENNE AND SIOUX, By Indian Eyewitnesses

$5.50

The first hand accounts encompass a century of Cheyenne and Sioux history from the prehorse culture of the 1830's to the last reservation days before the Indian New Deal. This is oral
history before tape recorders, compiled by Dr. Thomas B. Marquis in the late 1920's and
edited by Dr. R. L. Limbaugh. Inc luded is a 23 photo portrait gallery of reservation life in the
early 20th century.

4. MARTIN MURPHY JR: CALIFORNIA PIONEER 1844-1884,
By Sister Gabrielle Sullivan

$4.50

Sister Gabrielle completed this research on Martin Murphy Jr. from original sources . Not
since Bancroft's mention of Murphy has any other new information been brought to light until
this Monograph was written.

5. KING, OF THE MOUNTAINS, By James M. Shebl

$4.50

Clarence King (1842-1901 ). After graduating from Yale's Sheffield Scientific School King came
across the continent on horseback and joined J.D. Whitney's California Geographical Survey.
From th is experience he went on to organize and accomplish the 40th parallel survey from the
Eastern side of the Rockies to the Western side of the Sierras . Includes two original drawings
by B. F. Bjorklund.

6. KASSAI, By Reginald R. Stuart

$7.50

KASSAI is the story of a young African Trader, Raoul de Premorel , who sets up an African
trade center for the Congolia Company during the early 20th century.

7. WILLIAM MULHOLLAND, A FORGOTTEN FOREFATHER,
By Robert William Matson

$7.00

William Mulholland served the city of Los Angeles when the search for water was going on
and was in charge of water when the St. Francis dam failed. Mu lholland stands among the
pioneers of Los Angeles who had the rare combination of professional ability and personal
magnet ism.
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Church-Sponsored Schools
In Early California
CLIFFORD

M.

DRURY

Higher education in California began in more than sixty churchsponsored academies or colleges during the years 1850 to 1874.
This statement is amply proved by an examination of the extant
cataloges issued by nearly thirty of these institutions during these
years under review and by a study of the advertisements that most
of these schools placed in the religious press.
Although the California State Legislature passed a Public School
Law before the end of 1851, such public-supported education was
limited to the grade schools until 1868 when the State took over
the Congregational-Presbyterian College of California and made it
the University of California. The first known superintendent of
public schools in the State was J. F. Nevins who is listed as such in
San Francisco in 1853. Grade schools supported by tax funds
appeared in other California towns about the same time or soon
thereafter. Public-supported high schools did not appear until
about 1875.
Church-sponsored academies, seminaries, and colleges were
founded as early as 1848 for three main reasons: (1) to provide
education for the youth which was not made available by the
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State; (2) to provide boarding accommodations for pupils from isolated communities; and (3) to give religious instruction along with
secular subjects. Although some of the schools listed below gave
instruction in the lower grades, most of them majored on the
grades above the junior high level. Many of these institutions were
dignified by being called colleges when in fact they were only
academies. For the most part these schools seemed to have been
supported largely if not exclusively by tuition charges although
some may have received subsidies from their sponsoring churches
or denominations .
The present study does not include parochial schools; mission
schools as those established in Chinatown, San Francisco; schools
conducted by such fraternal organizations as the Good Templars;
or schools conducted by private individuals.
Cataloges From Early Educational Institutions
When I joined the faculty of the San Francisco Theological
Seminary at San Anselmo in the fall of 1938 as Professor of Church
History, I had the ambitious dream of someday writing the history
of Christianity in California. I realized that before I could begin
writing, I would have to be acquainted with all that had been
written on this subject. So I began compiling a bibliography of
books, pamphlets, annual reports, periodicals, newspapers,
broadsides, and manuscripts which carried information not only
regarding the religious history of the State but also regarding educational, social, and moral issues. I was particularly interested in
items written by or about clergymen. My study began with an
item published in 1846 when the United States flag was first raised
at Monterey and continued through to 1876.
My researches continued for over thirty years and included
searching the holdings of all of the theological seminary libraries in
the San Francisco Bay area, and the libraries of such Universities
as Leland Stanford, the University of California, the University of
San Francisco, Huntington Library at San Marino, the University
of Southern California, and the Library of Congress. Although I
majored on items which bore a California imprint, I also made a
note of titles published outside of California which were related to
my subject.
In the course of thirty years, I compiled a bibliography of 1,099
titles for the years 1846-1876 inclusive. In 1970 the Arthyr H.
Clark Co. of Glendale published my California Imprints in a
limited edition of 500 copies, most of which have now been sold. I
never did write my contemplated history of Christianity in California . The subject proved to be too vast for the time and resources at
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my disposal. I do feel, however , that I have laid the foundation in
this bibliography for other students and writers who may wish to
work in this field. Each item in my bibliography is not only
described but also is located in at least one library . Most of the
items also carry annotations.
Of the 1,099 items listed in my California Imprints 169, or
about 15 o/o were cataloges, prospectuses, or other advertising
materials from forty-six church-related schools. Some of these
schools changed their names, so that actually only twenty-eight individual institutions are here listed . Of the forty-six schools,
twenty-two were represented by only one located item . Undoubtedly, because of the ephemeral nature of the publications, the
extant items represent but a small percentage of those originally
issued. W e do have, however, a sufficient number on hand to give
us a fairly accurate picture of the important contribution the
churches made to higher education in the early years of California
history .
With the exception of two items listed from Santa Barbara, all
the other items refer to institutions in Northern California. The
cities represented by institutions with four or more cataloges are
Benicia, Oakland , San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, and
Stockton.
Many of the institutions are listed under more than one name.
For example, the present University of the Pacific can trace its
lineage back to the California W esleyan College of Santa Clara.
(No. 52.) Although the University of Santa Clara was founded in
1850 as Santa Clara College, the claim is made that the University
of the Pacific was the first to receive a charter. This was granted
on July 10, 1851. Assuming that this claim is true , it means that
this was not the only first college charter granted to an institution
in California but also for the whole Pacific Coast . Willamette University, founded by Methodist missionaries in Oregon as a school
for Indians in 1839, was not chartered until 1853.
Most of the institutions here listed as church-sponsored schools
are no longer in existence. A few have survived the viscissitudes of
time and are now well established colleges or universities . These
include the University of the Pacific and the University of Santa
Clara, mentioned above, and also the Congregational-Presbyterian
College of. California, now the University of California; Mills
Seminary, now Mills College; and St. Ignatius College, now the
University of San Francisco . The evidence is abundantly clear that
most of the forty-six schools here listed which functioned at
varying periods of time during the years 1848-1876 have ceased to
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exist . They could not compete with tuition free schools supported
by public taxation. However in their day, they placed an important role in the history of higher education in California.
A Geographical Listing of the Church-Sponsored Schools
The sources for the following geographical listing of 64 churchsponsored schools include the following: Drury, California
Imprints, 1846-1878; M .A. thesis by Hero Eugene Rensch, "Educational Atvities of the Protestant Churches in California,
1849-1860," Leland Stanford University; school advertisements in
the Pacific and the Occident; and researches of students who
studied under my direction at the San Francisco Theological Seminary, during the years 1958-60.
Items listed in California Imprints are indicated by an asterisk
(*) before the title. Only a few of the references to advertising
appearing in the religious press are given; these serve as an indication of what is to be found. Whenever known, the date of the
founding of the school is indicated. The catalog numbers are for
reference only .
BENICIA
Academy of St. Catherine. Episcopal. Cornerstone of building laid in 1859.
(Pacific, Aug. 4, and Sept. 15, 1859.)
2 Benicia Collegiate Institute . Founded in 1852 by Rev. C. M . Blake, who was
at times both a Presbyterian and a Congregational minister. Later called the
Family Boarding School for Boys. (Pacific, Nov. 5, 1852; June 10, 1853; and
Jan. 6, 1854.)
3 •Benicia Female Seminary or Young Ladies Seminary. Founded, August 23,
1852. Miss Susan A. Lord, Principal. Miss Mary Atkins bought the school in
1855. She sold it to the Rev . Cyrus T. Mills, a New-School Presbyterian, in
1865, who moved it to Oakland in 1871, which it was first known as Mills
Seminary . In 1885 the name was changed to Mills College.
4 •st. Augustine College, also called Missionary College of St. Augustine.
Espiscopal. Founded in 1868. The College had a theological department
which was the first Protestant theological seminary to be established on the
Pacific Coast. However, the pioneer effort to start a seminary in California
failed.
5

6

8

BERKELEY
•Pacific Theological Seminary. Congregational. Founded in 1869. Now the
oldest Protestant theological seminary in California; now called the Pacific
School of Religion .
CHINESE CAMP
Boarding School. Founded, Dec. 20, 1859, by Rev. R. McCulloch, Presbyterian. The school was located "two miles from Chinese Camp, Tuolumne
County." Co-educational. (Pacific, Jan. 20, 1859.)
GILROY
White's Academy. Rev. A. F. White, New -School Presbyterian, Founder and
Principal. (Pacific, April, 1858.)
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9

10

11
12
13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
22

23
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HEALDSBURG
Alexander Academy. Presbyterian. Co-educational. Founded by Cyrus Alexander before 1868 who in that year donated it to the Presbytery of Benicia.
Also called the Sotoyome Institute. Many advertisements in Occident July
1868 to Aug. 1871.
lONE CITY
Female Academy. Rev. Wm. H. Cain, Founder, Feb. 2, 1862, denomination
unknown. (Pacific, Jan. 9, 1862, and July 2, 1863.)
MARYSVILLE
German Institute. Date of founding unknown. Classes were held in the
German Methodist Church. (Rensch, p. 186.)
Marysville Seminary. Founded in 1851 by Rev. Tyler Thatcher, Congregational. Continued for at least two years. (Pacific, Feb. 6, 1852.)
Select School for Boys. Founded in 1854 (?) by Rev. Greenbury Baker, denomination unknown. (Rensch, p. 186.)
NAPA
Napa College. A school for "Lads and Young Gentlemen." Opened by Rev.
P. V. Veeder, Old-School Presbyterian, April 8, 1862. (Pacific, April 3, May
29, and July 17, 1862.)
•Napa Collegiate Institute. Rev . Wm. S. Turner, probably a Methodist,
bought in 1862 a school already established in Napa and began the Institute.
Possibly this was Napa College. By 1875 the school was under the control of
the Methodist Annual Conference and had an enrollment of 205. Joined the
University of Pacific in 1896. (Rensch, p. 182.)
Napa Female Institute. Founded in 1853 by Rev. J. C. Herron, Old-School
Presbyterian. (Rensch, p. 196.) Possibly the Ladies Seminary, Miss Marie
McDonald, Director. (Pacific, many advertisements 1869-71. )
OAKLAND
•college of California. Chartered by Congregationalists and New-School
Presbyterians in 1854. Rev. Henry Durant, Congregational, first Principal.
Became the University of California in 1868. (Pacific, many references.)
•collegiate School. Founded in 1853 by New-School Presbyterians. Rev. Isaac
H. Brayton and Rev. Samuel H. Willey both active in its administration.
Name was changed to Oakland College School. This served as a preparatory
school for the College of California. (Pacific, Dec. 15, 1859, Jan . 10, 1867,
and many others.)
Contra Costa Academy. Date of founding unknown . Rev . Henry Durant, first
Principal. Also called the Contra Costa Scientific and Classical School. Succeeded by Oakland College School. (Pacific, June 10, 1893.)
Day and Boarding School. Founded, probably in the early 1860s, by Miss
Doyle. "Located on 14th St., between Jefferson and Grove," for boys under
twelve. Either Congregational or Presbyterian in affiliation. (Pacific, June 25,
1863, and April 7, 1864.)
•Mills Seminary. See No. 3 above .
•colden Gate Academy. Founded in 1871 to prepare students who wished to
study for the ministry. Met in the Pacific Theological Seminary. Congrega~al.
•
•oakland Academy. Founded in 1865 by Rev. David McClure, New-School
Presbyterian. Name changed on or before 1873 to California Military
Academy.
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•oakland College School. Successor in 1865 to the Contra Costa Academy.
This was the preparatory department of the College of California, both institutions being under the same Board of Directors. Rev. I. H. Brayton, NewSchool Presbyterian, Principal. At first the school was co-educational but later
became exclusively a boys' school. (Pacific, March 9, 1865, Jan . 10, 1867.)
25 •oakland Female Seminary. Founded Nov . 8, 1858. Presbyterian and Congregational. Mrs. C . M . Blake, wife of Rev. C. M. Blake, Founder and Principal. School had both academy and collegiate departments . The school was
known by several names as Mrs. Blake's Seminary; Oakland Seminary for
Girls; Oakland Seminary for Women; and Young Ladies Seminary. (Pacific,
Mar. 29, 1860, and many other references.)
26 •Pacific Female College. Founded in 1862 by Rev . E. B. Walsworth, NewSchool Presbyterian. When a new charter was secured on May 20, 1867, the
name was changed to Female College of the Pacific, with Rev. Lewis Hamilton, also a N .S. Presbyterian as Principal. Mt. Hamilton, near San Jose, was
named for him .
OROVILLE
27 Woodman's School. Founded in the late 1850s by Rev . J. M . Woodman, Congregational . (Rensch, p. 187.)
PETALUMA
28 Richardson's School. Founded by Rev. Horace Richardson, denomination
unknown, in the early 1850s. (Rensch, p . 174.)
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SACRAMENTO
Sacramento Academy. Founded by Rev. James Rogers, Methodist, on June 1,
1850. Also called the Sacramento Methodist Seminary. Continued for about
ten years . (Pacific, April 9, 1852. Rensch, p . 193.)
SAN FRANCISCO
30 Baptist College School. Occident. July 4, 1868, reported that the school
would open its sessions on July 30th in a building on Post St .
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•city College. (No connection with present-day City College of San Francisco.) Founded by Rev. W. A. Scott, Old-School Presbyterian, Nov. 1, 1859,
with Rev. Ceo . Burrowes as Principal. At first just a grade school. Two
buildings were erected at the corner of Stockton and Geary Strs., and the
school was called The Collegiate School of City College. The institute had
over 100 students in 1861 when Dr. Scott was obliged to leave the city
because of his Southern sympathies. He did not return until 1869. The two
buildings were moved to 121 Haight St., in 1876, where they remained until
torn down about 1965. Following the establishment of the University of California in 1868, City College found that it could not compete with a tuition -free
institution . The college was sold to Dr. James Matthews in 1879 who changed
the name to Westminster College. (See, No. 40.) Drury, W. A. Scott, has
given a detailed history of this institution.
City Female Seminary, counterpart of City College. Classes began in Calvary
Presbyterian Church, May 1861, with Rev . C. R. Clark as Principal. (Drury,
Scott, p. 226, and Occident, Jan. 10, 1868 - Aug. 20, 1870.)
Episcopal Seminary, also called San Francisco Female Institute . Founded in
1854 by Rev. J . A. Shepherd who served as Principal until 1858. (Rensch,
p. 178.)
.
Girls School. Founded in 1860 by Rev. S. H. Wiley, New -School Presbyterian, who in 1862 became Vice President of the College of California.
(Pacific, Jan . 2, and April 3, 1862.)
Grace Seminary. Founded in 1852 by Rev. John L . Ver Mehr, rector of Grace
Episcopal Church. (See, Saint Mary's Hall, Sonoma, No .
. Rensch, p.
178.)
•saint Ignatius College. Roman catholic. Founded in 1855; became the
University of San Francisco, 1930. (J. B. McGloin, Jesuits by the Golden
Gate, S.F., 1972.)
San Francisco Academy. Founded in 1851 by Rev. F. E. Preveaux, Baptist.
Name changed in 1854 to English and Classical High School. During the first
years of its history, the Academy claimed that it was the only co-educational
school in the city. (Pacific, Feb. 27, 1852, and June 10, 1853.)
San Francisco Collegiate Institute for Young Ladies. Founded in 1854 . A Rev.
E . G. Perdyian, denomination unknown, was on the faculty in 1868. (Pacific,
Aug. 11, 1854.)
•san Francisco Theological Seminary . Founded in 1871 by Presbyterians.
First classes were held in City College and in St. John's Presbyterian Church.
Moved to San Anselmo in 1892. (Drury, W . A. Scott.)
•university Mound College . Founded by the Trustees of City College (See
above No. 31) at University Mound in South San Francisco, in 1871, as the
boarding department of City College . Also called University College . (Drury,
Scott.)
Young Ladies Seminary. A Rev . Mr. Williamson, Dutch Reformed, Founder,
1851. Located at 193 California St. Had 35 pupils in 1853. (Rensch, p. 171;
Pacific, Dec. 25, 1856.)

SAN JOSE
*Academy of Notre Dame. Roman Catholic. Founded 1853.
*College of Notre Dame. Roman Catholic. Founded 1851 .
San Jose Academy. Rev. E. Bannister, Methodist, Founder, 185 1. Continued
for nine months . (Pacific, April 9, 1852.) Bannister moved to Santa Clara
where he founded the Female Collegiate Institute. (See No. 50.)
SAN MATEO
45 *San Mateo Institute, also known as Laurel Hall. Episcopal. Possibly a successor to Fair Oaks Episcopal Seminary founded in 1866.
SAN RAMON (Alamo)
46 Union Academy. Rev. David McClure, New-School Presbyterian, Founder,
1859. (Pacific, Aug . 2, 1860.)
SANTA EARBARA
47 College of Santa Barbara. Presbyterian . A girls school organized in the
summer of 1870 by Rev . and Mrs. S. S. Harmon. (Occident, Sept. 1871.)
48 *Franciscan College. Catalog located for 1874. Roman Catholic .
SANTA CLARA
49 *Santa Clara College. Roman Catholic. Established 1850. Now the University of Santa Clara, now the oldest institution of higher learning in California.
50 Female Collegiate Institute. This was the "female department" of the University of the Pacific. Founded in 1854 with Rev. E. Bannister, Methodist, as
President. The school was in operation for eight years. (Pacific, Jan. 9, 1862,
and April 7, 1864. See ante, No. 44.)
51 Santa Clara Academy. Founded Sept. 20, 1854. Rev . W. Gallimore, denomination unknown, Principal. (Pacific, Sept. 10, 1852; Dec. 3 and 10, 1853.)
52 *University of the Pacific . Chartered July 10, 1851 as the California Wesleyan
College, Methodist. Name changed in 1852 to the University of the Pacific .
A preparatory Department was founded in 1852 and the Female Collegiate
Institute (See above, No . 50.) in 1854. Name changed to College of the Pacific
in 1911; moved to Stockton in 1924; name changed back to the University of
the Pacific in 1961.
SANTA CRUZ
53 Methodist Academy. Founded by A. A. Hecox, a Methodist lay-preacher in
1848. Continued until 1853 when a public school was started . (Rensch, p.
157.)
54 Methodist Seminary. Mentioned in Occident, Mar. 28, 1872.
SANTA ROSA
55 Santa Rosa College. Methodist. Founded 1871. (Occident, Mar. 2, and June
8, 1871.)
42
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56

57

58
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SONOMA
*Saint Mary's Hall, also called The Sonoma Institute for Young Ladies.
Founded by Rev. John L. Ver Mehr, Episcopal, in 1853. The school was
moved to San Francisco about 1857. The buildings were destroyed by fire in
1860. (Rensch, p . 182; Pacific, Dec. 10, 1857, and August 2, 1860.)
*Sonoma Academy. Established by the Cumberland Presbyterians in 1857.
Name changed to Cumberland College in 1861. (Rensch, p . 197. Pacific, Dec.
10, 1857, and Aug. 2, 1860.)
STOCKTON
Cander's Private School. Founded by Rev. Wm. G. Canders, Presbyterian,
1851. (Rensch, p. 196.)
San Joaquin Female Seminary. Founded by Old-School Presbyterians, 1852.
(Pacific, Dec. 1, 1854.)
Saxton's Private School. Founded by Rev. J. W . Saxton, 1853. (Rensch, p.
176.)
Stockton Academy. Founded by Methodists in the early 1850s. (Rensch, p.
140.)
Stockton Female Academy. Rev. Cyrus Collins, Methodist, 1858. (Pacific,
Aug. 4, 1859, and Aug. 2, 1960.)
VACAVILLE
*California College. The Baptists secured a charter in the spring of 1871.
(Occident, June 29, 1871.) Following 1881, the college was closed; reopened
in Oakland in 1887; closed again, 1910. Its charter passed to Berkeley Baptist Divinity School, but which authority the seminary granted degrees.
*Ulatus Academy. Founded in 1855 near but not in Vacaville. Prof.
Anderson, Principal. Name changed in 1866 to Pacific Methodist College.
(Rensch, p . 195.)

IN SUMMARY
Only one of the schools here listed, No. 53, was started before
1851. During the 1850s, 35 were established, of which number 26
came during the years 1851-54. No doubt this reflected the rapid
growth in California's population following the gold rush. Only 13
were founded during the 1860s, and five of these came in 1862.
Here we see the retarding influences of the Civil War. With the
establishment of the University of California in 1868 and the
coming of state-supported high schools, the need for private or
church-sponsored academies rapidly diminished. As has been
noted, only a few of the institutions which hopefully dignified
themselves by being called "colleges" actually survived.
We have no criteria by which we can measure the great contribution that these church-sponsored academies, seminaries, and
colleges rendered for the youth of their generation. The ministers
and churches which founded and maintained such institutions did
so at great sacrifice for the records indicate that most of these
schools, if not all, were constantly faced with financial problems .
The attainments of these pioneers in higher education in
California should not be forgotten. Later generations have stood
on their shoulders.
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Edwin Markham

EDWIN MARKHAM
California Prophet
DoN

M.

CHASE

The word "Prophet" carries a burden of disillusion and distrust
in this skeptical age . In the present instance I use the word in the
Old Testament Bible sense, as spokesman for moral values, one
who speaks for God as well as for the future . Not so much a foreteller as a forth-teller .
And again referring to the Old Testament, all the great
prophets: Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micha, to name the
principal ones, spoke poetry as well as faith. Somehow these men
were poets as well as seers. And there is a haunting, lingering, expectation that great poetry speaks great messages, out of man's
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condition and God's great heart of concern, if we may so personalize the greatest venture of man's faith.
So it is in a religious sense that I use the word "prophet" and
apply it to Edwin Markham, although his most famous poem was
prophecy in the usual sense as well as in the religious sense. We
shall come to that in time; first, let us discover who he was, this
California poet-prophet. I have no particular expertise in the field
of poetry, but Lord Dunsany spoke for me when he declared that
poetry ought to be musical, and deplored what he called the
leaden bells of modern poetry. Markham's poetry sings.
A few years ago Dr. Louis Filler, professor at Antioch College
and sometime visiting professor at the California University at San
Francisco, in assessing the work and career of Markham expressed
his surprise that modern teachers of literature disdain to consider
Markham, and appealed at least to this writer, to do my little part
to draw attention to the man who was once acclaimed as an outstanding poet and as one of the ten most important intellectual
leaders in the United States.
Who was Markham? He was born at Oregon City, Oregon in
1852. His father, Samuel, and his mother Elizabeth had migrated
from Michigan to Oregon in 1847 and had established themselves
with a house containing a store in the front of the dwelling. In
1848, Samuel went off to the California gold fields but soon returned . He pro~ptly made another trip seeking gold and taking
with him one of his sons by his first wife, but they did not succeed;
nor did he take long to decide to return to Oregon.
Three children were born to Samuel and Elizabeth : a daughter,
Mary Louise; a deaf-mute son, Columbia; and Charles Edward
(who later called himself Edwin). Elizabeth was not a happy
person, nor quiet and passive. She was dourly religious, miserly,
and critical. She did not have a talent for friendship, nor did she
truly enjoy her children. Her step-children she did not like. She
resented Charlie's love of reading, and his desire to receive an
education . Markham's notes about childhood we are not quite sure
apply to his own childhood experiences: that of' being beaten to
make him say he loved his mother, being scolded into saying the
Lord's prayer . There is no evidence that she encouraged either his
learning or his poetry, although she did consider herself a poet.
She found little in life to be an occasion for joy. It seems likely she
was more of a hinderance than a help to Charlie's spiritual and
intellectual growth.
Mary Louise married as soon as that became an option for her;
Columbia rebelled at the heavy duties laid upon him and ran
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away to San Francisco from his mother's home near Suisun, and
was soon after committed by authorities to the State Institute for
the Deaf, Dumb and Blind. He never returned to his mother's
home, and died of tuberculosis within a few years.
The home was sufficiently unpleasant for Samuel that he bought
land some distance away from it soon after his return from California; and with his older boys made his home there, returning from
time to time for a visit with Elizabeth and their children . In April,
1852, he received a letter from Elizabeth summoning him home to
her. She was in childbirth, apparently to his surprise . Soon afterward he instituted divorce proceedings and terminated their
marriage. Thereupon Elizabeth sold the establishment where she
lived and moved to Suisun, California, where she bought a farm
with tilled land and grazing land for sheep and cattle . There was a
barn and a one-room house. She bought fruit trees and set them
out to grow . She was frugal and inventive, and she was never very
poor, although she always put forth the image of poverty and
financial ruin, especially when she wanted to dissuade Charlie
from leaving her.
It was here that Louise married; it was from this place that
Columbia ran away; and it was here that Charlie learned the
chores and duties of farm living which gave him the common
touch he always had . At seven he was herding sheep and doing
chores on the farm.
In 1859, when Charlie was seven Elizabeth married John
Whitcraft, who lived with her for a time. By 1862 he had deserted
her. She divorced him in 1872. Later she married again, but that
marriage did not work out well either.
There was a school five miles away, and Charlie was permitted
by his mother to ride a horse to school. His early years of schooling
were not formative, but in time there came a teacher to the school
who was an inspiration to him. William H . Hill introduced him to
literature, and fired his mind . Charlie went to the office of the
local newspaper and asked if he might not perhaps have some old
papers and magazines to read, and he carried these home and
devoured them.
When he had finished with what the local school offered he
wanted to attend the California College which the Methodist
Church sponsored at Vacaville . His mother forbade it, claiming
she needed his help on the farm . Doubtless she did need him, but
he had needs too!
At this point Charlie left home, went off on a wandering tour,
which terminated at Colusa where he found work in the harvest.
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He wrote to his sister, Louise, who informed their mother, who
then wrote to Charlie pleading with him to come home.
Eventually she drove to Colusa in a buggy and he went home with
her. She told him she could not help him to attend school. So to
earn his own way he got a position teaching a country school. You
will realize that he was about 16 and had completed only the
country school course of study . With money thus earned he
enrolled at the College of Vacaville, and in two years won a
diploma. At that time there were very few publicly sponsored
schools above the elementary level. What were called colleges then
were a cross between our present-day high school, and a classical
academy.
While Charlie was at California College, he accepted the
Methodist faith and at the same time found new treasures in literature. Byron, Homer and Scott he had encountered a few years
earlier. Now he found Victor Hugo, whose novel The Man Who
Laughs impressed him greatly. This man whose deformed face
always was shaped to a horrible grin must have suggested to him
his poor brother, and all the unjust burdens which fate or society
or circumstance lays upon human victims; and Hugo stirred Markham to hate injustice, as he did so many of his readers.
Young Markham taught school some more and then at 18
entered the State Normal School which in 1870 moved from San
Francisco to San Jose. At the end of two years he graduated with a
diploma. I find in the Historical Sketch of the State Normal
School, published in 1889, that Markham was chosen to write a
memoir of his 1872 graduating class and a record of his achievements up to that time is given along with notes on all other
graduates . His record was as follows:
"Charles E . Markham, Solano County, Present address, Care of Joaquin Miller,
Oakland . Taught in San Luis Obispo County, six months; Christian College,
Sonoma County, two years; Eldorado County, four years; other places one and
one half years. Was the County Superintendent of Eldorado County seven years.
Has spent much time in literary work. Has written poems and sketches for prominent magazines, and delivered lectures upon subjects connected with English and
American literature. Married . No children. Expects to settle on a fruit farm near
Oakland soon."

After graduation from Normal school his first teaching job was a
rural place in San Luis Obispo, from which experience one of his
stories is derived . It seems that a mother brought her boy to enroll
him, and privately said to Markham that he might give the teacher
a little trouble, but that if Markham would paddle the boy next to
him, her son would behave himself. Markham taught there one

170

school year. The record does not show whether he practised this
gem of pedagogical wisdom .
Next he went to Santa Rosa to attend Christian College and did
some teaching during the two years he was there . His mother had
hopes of his becoming a minister, and had urged him to attend this
school. However her hopes were not realized.
A very brief experience as editor of a new magazine was terminated by bankruptcy when the magazine's backer withdrew his
help over the issue of the acceptance of a liquor advertisement .
After eleven days of life the magazine was defunct. The experience
yielded one of Markham's stories. It seems that a man contributed
some verses for publication and Markham rejected them. The
verses were entitled "Why I Am Alive." Accompanying the rejection was a note in which Markham said, "The reason you are alive
is that you did not submit this material in person."
At 22 years of age Markham went to Coloma to teach school,
and remained there four years. He became very much at home in
that place . He was, along with the minister, the acknowledged
intellectual of the town . Friendship with James Marshall, and with
the Presiding Elder of the Methodist Church, A. J. Nelson, marked
this period of his life. Nelson seems to have fed Markham's halfformed purpose to become a minister, which had some slight
fruition later. Here he met, wooed, and married Annie Cox. They
were married in the Methodist Church by Rev. Martin Miller,
whose son, George, was later to become a Bishop.
He served as County Superintendent of Schools of Eldorado
County for seven years. During this time he and Annie lived in
Placerville. Here, among other happenings he was licensed as a
local preacher in the Methodist Church, by action of the Church
together with the Presiding Elder. This authorized him to preach,
when requested, in Methodist Churches . I do not know when and
whether he was called upon to fulfill this office. He was never
pastor of a church .
His experience with his mother had doubtless affected adversely
his feelings about marriage, so that his union with Annie was never
a fulfilling one, and after some years they were sufficiently
estranged that Markham secured an uncontested divorce.
During this time he was developing his social consciousness . He
was greatly influenced by the climate of social concern which was
growing. A Baptist professor named Walter Rauschenbusch wrote
a book, Christianity and the Social Crisis; other writers developed
the same theme. Henry George was working out his Single Tax
theory and in 1889 published his opus, Progress and Poverty. In
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1887 Edward Bellamy published his utopian book, Looking
Backward. Utopian colonies were being founded in California. For
Markham the most influential of these was Fountain Grove at
Santa Rosa, led by Thomas Lake Harris. This man cast a spell over
Markham which as late as the mid-twenties of this Century was
still potent, for in Markham's California the Wonderful he speaks
his high admiration for Harris .
He was reading Karl Marx, although not deeply influenced by
him, and William Morris, the English Socialist and art critic, and
such other literature with a social concern as came his way. Later
he joined with George Creel and Judge Ben Lindsay in writing
Children in Bondage. Markham wrote seven chapters of this book
about child labor. It was characteristic of Markham throughout his
mature life, to be concerned for the underprivileged.
Leaving Placerville he became principal of a school in Hayward,
which city has given his name to one of its schools . He was reconciled to his mother, and living with her . Soon he applied for the
principalship of the Thompkins School in Oakland, and secured
that position in this demonstration school sponsored by the
University of California.
He WiJ.S now writing for publication in serious magazines. Some
of his poetry was deeply religious in the context of humanism and
brotherhood. His "How The Great Guest Came" is a retelling in
verse of Tolstoy's story . It relates that the devout shoemaker had a
dream in which Christ promised to visit him on the morrow . He
cleaned his shop, and went about his work with eager anticipation,
but his only guests were some unfortunates whom he aided. When
night fell he reproached Christ in his thoughts for not having
come, and the reply came to him:
"'Three times I came to your friendly door;
Three times my shadow was on your floor.
I was the beggar with the bruised feet;
I was the woman you gave to eat;
I was the child on the homeless street."

He thus echoes the famous passage in the 25th chapter of
Matthew's Gospel in the New Testament. It is no more possible to
.read Markham's poetry with full understanding without knowing
the Bible, than it is to read Browning or Whittier and many other
poets of the 19th century.
Markham might have been writing of our own times when he
wrote in his "The Need of the Hour" :
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"What do we need to keep the nation whole,
To guard the pillars of State? We need
The fine audacities of honest deed,
The homely old integrities of soul.
... We need the faith to go a path untrod,
The power to be alone and vote with God ."

In another poem he wrote:
"If men who now betray the Lord
in Church and State again,
Would hang themselves as Judas did
There'd be more hope for men ."

A quatrain of Markham's which clearly reflects an understanding
of interpersonal relations rarely known until recent years:
"He drew a circle which shut me out:
Heritic, rebel, a thing to flout;
But love and I had the wit to win We drew a circle which took him in."

One of his great poems is "Lincoln the Man of the People." From it
let us hear some of his lines:
"The color of the ground was in him, the red earth
The tang and odor of the primal things The rectitude and patience of the rocks;
The gladness of the wind that shakes the corn;
The courage of the bird that dares the sea;
The justice of the rain that loves all leaves;
The pity of the snow that hides all scars;
The loving kindness of the wayside well;
The tolerance and equity of light
That gives us freely to the shrinking weed
as to the great oak flaring to the wind To the grave's low hill as to the Matterhorn
That shoulders out the sky.

So came the Captain with the mighty heart:
And when the step of Earthquake shook the house,
Wrenching the rafters from their ancient hold,
He held the ridgepole up and spiked again
The rafters of the Home. He held his place Held the long purpose like a growing tree Held on through blame and faltered not at praise,
And when he fell in whirlwind , he went down
As when a kingly cedar green with boughs
Goes down with a great shout up9n the hills
And leaves a lonesome place against the sky ."
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In "The Bard" he speaks of the role which I am sure he aspired to
fill in his poetry:
"He is the awakener sent into these skies
To steer the men who stagger with their load;
And where men wander and grope, to light the road,
And where men rot in ease, to cry, 'Arise,
The horns are calling to the great em prise.'
Wherever there is sleep, he is a goad,
A voice to point the path the heroes strode!
For in him is the God that climbs and cries."

Markham had a command of graceful language, and a strong
appreciation of the beauties of nature, evident in much of his prose
writings.
We have remarked upon the development of a social conscience,
in which Markham shared. In England the Socialist movement
was burgeoning without benefit of Marxism . In the United States,
Socialism with a Christian tinge was more prevalent than
doctrinaire Marxism. A large proportion of the intellectuals, poets
and writers in the United States: Jack London, Upton Sinclair,
Helen Keller, Sarah Cleghorn, Frank Norris, George Sterling,
among others, were drawn to affiliate themselves with movements
of social protest and utopianism, quite usually with the rising
Socialist movement . It was in this atmosphere that the· mind of
Edwin Markham developed his emotional response to Millet's
painting of the French peasant which he called "The Man With
the Hoe."
Let us here note the criticism of Markham's interpretation of
Millet's painting. It is claimed that Millet was not a social radical,
and was never involved in social protest . This is true . But never
mind that when Millet saw the peasant he did not think of him as
a symbol of the oppressed of the world- Markham did!
It has been said of Turner, whose paintings so often showed
brilliant coloring of sky, that in a gallery on one occasion a viewer
said, "Mr. Turner, I never see Sunsets like that!" And Turner is
said to have replied, "Don't you wish you could?"
Markham's heart felt an injustice which Millet's heart was not
attuned to feel, and reflected it to all mankind .
On New Year's Eve, 1898, Markham took the ferry across the
Bay from Oakland to attend a party in San Francisco. Among the
other guests was Bailey Millard, literary editor of the San
Francisco Examiner. That night Markham read his famous poem
in public for the first time.
·
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A few days later Millard asked Markham to let him publish it in
the Examiner, and on January 15, 1899, it appeared in print. In a
few months it was being reprinted around the world , in many
languages , and was being hailed as the battle cry of a thousand
years. And now we come to the prophecy of which I have spoken .
Let us reflect that in the years since Markham gave us this poem ,
every colonial empire which then existed has been broken up ,
almost entirely from within. The German Empire which once
included several present-day countries; The Turkish Empire, the
great British Empire, all were swept away; the French and
Spanish and Portuguese colonies are gone, and the lands are all
self-governing in some fashion . India is self-governing, the Russian
Empire is gone, and China is under a revolutionary regime. Southeast Asia is in turmoil, but the old order, imposed from without,
has been swept away. Only Ethiopia, alone in all of Africa, was
independent 75 years ago, and early this year its ancient regime
was toppled from within and one of the last absolute monarchies
on earth was swept away.
In some fashion, all of these transformations have come about
because people crushed under unjust regimes demanded justice.
And blood has flowed and injustice and bitterness have followed
upon repression. One is remined of the words of Lincoln during
the Civil War when he said, in substance, that if every drop of
blood drawn from slaves by the lash of an overseer must now be
paid for by blood shed in war, must we not say that God is just?
I think we must also say that when Markham apportioned
' blame for the predicament of the poor, and symbolized forces of
injustice by the words kings and rulers, he included captains of
industry, and corporations so bent on securing profits that they
had little care for human beings .
So let us now turn to the poem:
THE MAN WITH THE HOE
Bowed by the weight of centuries he leans
upon his hoe and gazes on the ground,
The emptiness of ages in his face,
And on his back the burden of the world.
Who made him dead to rapture and despair,
A thing that grieves not and that never hopes,
Stoli"d and stunned, a brother to the ox?
Who loosened and let down this brutal jaw?
Whose was the hand that slanted back this brow?
Whose breath blew out the light within this brain?
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Is this the Thing the Lord God made and gave
To have dominion over sea and land:
To trace the stars and search the heavens for power;
To feel the passion of Eternity?
Is this the Dream He dreamed who shaped the suns
And pillard the blue firmament with light?
Down all the stretch of Hell to its last gulf
There is no shape more terrible than this More tongued with censure of the world's blind greed More fraught with menace to the Universe.
What gulfs between him and the seraphim I
Slave of the wheel of labor, what to him
Are Plato and the swing of Pleiades?
What the long reaches of the peaks of song,
The rift of dawn, the reddening of the rose?
Through this dread shape the suffering ages look;
Time's tragedy is in that aching stoop;
Through this dread shape humanity betrayed,
Plundered , profaned and disinherited,
Cries protest to the Judges of the World ,
A protest that is also prophecy.
0 masters, lords and rulers in all lands,
Is this the handiwork you give to God,
This monstrous thing distorted and soul-quenched?
How will you straighten up this shape;
Touch it again with immortality;
Give back the upward looking and the light;
Rebuild in it the music and the dream;
Make right the immemorial infamies,
Perfidious wrongs, immedicable woes?
0 masters, lords and rulers in all lands,
How will the Future reckon with this Man?
How answer his brute question in that hour
When whirlwinds of rebellion shake all shores?
How will it be with kingdoms and with kings With those who shaped him to the thing he is When this dumb Terror shall rise to judge the world
After the silence of the centuries?
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The Negro in California
Before 1890
Conclusion
DR.

A.

ODELL THURMAN

The Negro in Africa was known as a sharp trader, even in early
times, and his experiences in American slavery had not wholly
eradicated this trait . Even assuming an inherited business acumen
of low degree, the Negro, by 1865, had had generations in which
to observe and acquire some business knowledge from the white
man .
All, however, had not grasped certain fundamental concepts
and the committee, working-as-it-were for the total good set up
certain axioms to be passed on to all.
"Wealth," the committee believed, "is an element of social
power necessary to raise any people to an independent and influential position;" 100 and prayed that the Negroes should, "direct our
aims to its honorable acquisition." 101 The economic endeavors of
the group were directed toward certain real sources of wealth such
as: agriculture; manufacturing; mechanism; commerce; and the
scientific professions. Thus, these Negroes, as early as 1865,
realized and advocated the great shortcoming of the present day
Negro, the field of production; and charged, that it was the imperative duty of parents and guardians of children to have them
educated in some branch of business pursuits, by which they may
produce.
This attitude was by no means confined to the Negroes of
California, rather, it was the common intelligence of free Negroes
all over the country as evidenced by the establishment of such industrial schools as Tuskegee Institute, in Tuskegee, Alabama;
Hampton Institute, in Hampton, Virginia; Western University, in
Quindaro, Kansas, and many others of contemporary and later
period. It was this same attitude that, in more recent times, caused
Negroes to fight for the establishment of vocational departments in
the high schools, as in Kansas City, Missouri, thus setting an
example that was soon to be adopted for white children as well.
The reaction of the Negro on the Pacific Coast after the Civil
War, to his new environment was not very different from his social
adaptations and economic adjustment to the new surroundings in
Northern and Eastern sections of the United States. After the
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remaining slaves had been given freedom, they began to scatter.
They migrated mainly from the mining centers where the majority
had been working out their freedom. Consequently, small groups
settled in chosen areas and drew up plans for the organization of
small communities, such as: Abila, Allensworth , Bowles, Victorville, Tulare, Fresno, and San Bernardino, which were at that
time populated almost entirely by Negroes. This state of flux made
it a bit difficult for the "fighting-fathers" to keep track of the
number and their whereabouts, and it was imperative that this be
done if the full strength of their fighting forces be maintained.
The Committee on Statistics was charged with this mammoth
task of not only reporting the population by County, but how
engaged and their social state.
If one were to browse through the U.S. Census for 1860 and 70,
he would be struck by the indifference shown in the status of the
Negro. Only the free Negro was counted for California, and no
information given as to the occupations in which he engaged.
Taking a few selected counties reported by the Committee, it is
apparent that the Negroes were well organized and that close tab
was kept on the individual as well as the group, as evidenced by
the Committee figures below:
San Francisco County 102
Population:
Adults .. ..
Children

1,600
250

Total .. . .

1,850

Religious and Moral Institutions
Churches
....... . .
2
value . .. ... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . $50,000
members
250
attendants .
800
Beneficial Societies
Funds
members
Masonic Lodges ...

4
$4,000
140

5

Common Institutions
Public Day Schools . . . . . . . . . . . .
Public Night Schools
Pupils . . . . . . . . . .

2
1W
2
60 Adults

Livingstone Institute
Funds

$3,000

~pili. .. ...
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Caulkers Association
9
Members
Mechanics and Manufacturers
4
Painters
3
House Carpenters
2
Ship Carpenters
9
Caulkers
4
Boot Makers
3
Tailors
2
Bricklayers
2
Plasterers
4
Black Smiths
Hose Makers
2
Segar Cigar Makers
1
Tinners
2
Upholsterers
.... ... .. . . . . . . 10
Dressmakers
5
Seamstresses
3
Milliners
9
Ladies Hair Dressers
Tobacco Manufacturers
4
Soap and Tallow Manufacture rs
1
Fancy Soap Manufacturers
Hair Restoratives

Liberal Professions
Clergymen ..
Editors .......... . ....... . . .. .
Total wealth of City and
County

10
2

$750,000

• Fancy Hair Workers .... . . . .. . .
Laundries
........... .
Junk Stores .... . . .. .. ... . .
........ . .
Teamsters
Real Estate Agents
Barbers ............. .

2
10
2

20
2
?

Marysville and Vicinity 103
Population
Adults ...
Children
Total ........ . . ... .. . ... .
Wealth

156
50

206
$163,690

Churches .. . . .... . . . . . .......... 2
Methodist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Baptist .. .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . .. . ..... 1
. . . . . . . . $400
Methodist debt . .
Baptist out of debt.
Schools ...
Average attendance

1

20

Morals of people good - No drinking
saloon, billiard saloon, nor gambling
dens in county. No professional
gamblers.

Business Pursuits
Barbers . .... .... .
Vegetable, fruit and
Poultry dealers . .. .. .. ... . ... .
Pork-raisers ................ . . . .
Fancy Hair-workers . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Druggist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Junk Dealers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bath House keeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Carpenters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Engaged in Laundry Business . . . . .
Cooks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Farmers ... . . ...... . ... .. . . . ...
General Jobbers . . ... . . . .. . ... . .
Hostlers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Seamstresses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dress-makers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Public Porters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Miners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White washers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

18
6
7

2
1
1
3
2
10
5
25
12
3
4
4
11
12
4

The Committee reported "three mining companies; in two of
which well defined ledges have been struck." The Rare Ripe Company which had been incorporated at $2,000 was closed because
some stocks had to pass through administration, but it would open
within a few days. The highest output was reported as $25.00 per
ton.
Sacramento County 104
Population
Adults . . . . . . . .
Number can read and write
Cannot 95
Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Attending school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Not receiving instruction . . . . . . . .

470
375

Business Pursuits
Mechanics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Farners . . .. .... ..... . .. . . .. ... 10
Doctors . ... . . . ... . . . . ... .. . .. .

150
49
101

Amount of real estate and other property .. .... .. .. . . ... . ..... $141,815

Sabbath Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Membership . . ....... . ... . .. .
44
Teachers . . ...... .. ... . .. . . . .. . 8
Superintendents
2

Reported no person in the County Supported by the public or benevolent
societies .
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In the foregoing charts are to be found some of the larger
aggregations. The following figures for Yolo, Colusa, Tehama, and
El Dorado Counties show the condition the more sparsely
populated areas:
Yolo, Colusa, and Tehama Counties 105
Population
Adults ..... . .. . . .
16
Children
5
Total
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

Property owned in Counties . $17,900
Can read and write
15
Farmers and stock raisers . . . . . . . . 5
Stock raisers without farms
4

No school in Counties

El Dorado County 106
Population
Male Adults
190
Female Adults .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . 75
Children ........ .. .. .
40
Total
305
Can read and write . . . . . . . . . . . . 223

Industrial Pursuits
Mechanics
Miners
Farmers
Hair Dressers .......... . . ... .
Laborers

4
50
14
25

40

'

It was the intention of Convention to use the findings of its
various committees as an argument against the various "exclusion
acts" at that time included in the State Statutes. Their purpose was
to make their approach on the basis of things understood by the
white legislators-the things for which he and his forefathers had
fought - the right to representation and full benefit of State rights
and privileges, if taxes must be paid. Editorializing on this point,
The Sacramento Union 107 reprinted from The Pacific Appeal, an
organ of the Negro people, the following item:
Condition of the Colored Population
of California
'The evidence of thrift among our people is a source of much encouragement.
In this connection I will offer the following estimated statistics, which show the
prosperity of the colored people in this City and State:
Their population is estimated at . ... .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .
5,000
Their population in San Francisco .. . . ... . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .
1,500
Their real estate in San Francisco . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 250,000
Their personal property in San Francisco . . .... . ... . . . .
50,000
Total wealth of colored population in this State ..... . . ... . . . . . .. . . 2,500,000
Total amount of taxes paid by them . .. .. .............. . . . .
50,000
This is the result of our industry while suffering under the crushing weight of
unjust legislation and cruel prejudice, which generally consigns us to menial avo cations that do not yield profits equal to those of the favored class.
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The California Constitution of 1849 had granted the right of
suffrage to "every white male citizen of the United States and
every white male citizen of Mexico who shall have elected to
become a citizen of the United States under the terms of the Treaty
of Peace exchanged at Queretaro on the thirtieth day of May,
1848, of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of the United States for six months preceding the election and
the county or district for thirty days in which he claims to vote," 108
and the legislature was authorized by a two-thirds vote to admit
Indians or descendents of Indians to the right of suffrage. 109
It had been quite a blow to the early Negroes of Mexican citizenship to have just been ignored . It was no less a hurt to the Negroes
of 1865 to note that, idiots, insane persons, and persons convicted
of crime 110- and they by the simple process of non-inclusionwere not eligible to vote.
Using the information presented by the fact-finding bodies of the
Convention, the Committee on Elective Franchise busied itself in
the formulation of the following appeal to the State Legislature,
which was accepted and ordered sent to the legislature. Using all
the formal salutations required of that day, they wrote:
" . .. we are an industrious, moral, and law abiding class of citizens, professing
an average of education and general intelligence; born upon American soil, and
paying taxes yearly upon several Million of dollars, and upholding all the
institutions of our common country, as recently demonstrated by the employment
of two hundred thousand of the Negro population in the late great
rebellion-whose courage and loyalty have been testified to by many distinguished
c0mmanders,111 and whose whole record has never been disgraced by a single black
traitor. We would most respectfully ask of your honorable bodies in view of the
above multiplied merits, an amendment to the Constitution of California, in Section 1st, Article II, of said Constitution, so that the same may read as hereinafter
set forth, to the end that American citizens of African descendent as may have
provided to become citizens, may be admitted to the rights of suffrage and citizenship of the State of California." 112

The framers of the California Constitution had used the Constitutions of all the states and of the United States in compiling the document of 1849. In arranging the Constitution, Paul Mason says,
"sixty-six of the one hundred thirty-seven sections of the original
California Constitution appear to have been taken from the Constitution of Iowa, and nineteen from the Constitution of New York . It
is clear also that sections from the Constitution of the states of
Louisiana, Wisconsin, Michigan, Texas, and Mississippi . . . were
adopted." 113 This accounts, to a degree, for the inclusion of some
good articles and some bad articles that were at variance with the
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spirit of the Constitution; thus weaving a counter-point and contradiction to the air of freedom.
The State Constitution provided in Art. I sec. I that: "All men
are by nature free and independent, and have certain inalienable
rights, among w hich are those of enjoying and defending life and
liberty; acquiring, possessing, and protecting property; and pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness," 114 and in the same
setting provided for "common schools," but forbade Negroes, Mongolians, and Indians to attend them .
Following the spirit of the Constitution, the Legislature, April 6,
1863, made the educational obstruction on Negroes easier by
shackling those educators who might have given Negro children
admittance, by making it unlawful for any school district to admit
any prohibited person to its school. 115 The law authorized the
Superintendent of Public Instruction to withold from such district
all shares of State School Funds . 116 The law was possibly the outgrowth of reports from such districts that Negro children were being
admitted to schools. In September, 1862, the Sacramento Daily
Union carried the following defensive item of a San Francisco
school teacher:
"We have received a communication from John Swett, Union candidate for
Superintendent of Public Instruction, in which he says that the statement of Henry
B. James of San Francisco to the effect that he, Swett allowed colored children in
his school , is entirely untrue. He says there never was a colored child in his school
to his knowledge for one hour during the eight years he has taught in San
Francisco." 11 7

The Negro had long begun to shift for himself, though little
credit has been given him for pulling himself up by his own "bootstraps." As early as 1861, the Negroes in Stockton had opened a
school in the A.M .E. Church, where the pastor was possibly the
teacher; 118 two schools were in operation in San Francisco, one in
Sacramento, possibly one in Marysville by 1865; and Livingstone
Institute, a private school, was in operation in San Jose. In 1871
Daniel Scott opened the first school for Negroes in Visalia .
These early schools were little to brag about other than that they
offered some form of formal training for the slighted Negro youth.
They were generally held in some portion of a home, barn, or a
ramshackle place provided through the philanthropy of some interested white person. Often the only chair in the room was that of
the teacher, the children using wooden boxes as desks.
The Constitution made provision in the prohibitory law authorizing the district commissioners to establish separate schools for the
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Negroes, Mongolians, and Indians to be paid for out of State
Funds, at their discretion. In no case did the commissioners have
the discretion to give financial assistance to the schools already
established by the Negroes. Hence, in the Convention of 1865, the
Negroes in all justice argued that if they could not have separate
public schools, then by right should be admitted to those already
established .
Many times Negroes were refused admission to the public schools
and it remained for the Republican party, seeking their vote in the
election of 1875, to adopt the first educational resolution of liberalism toward people of color in California .
By 1870, things were beginning to brighten for the Negro in
California. To be sure, there was still considerable opposition and
tendencies toward indifference to his constant demand for full
recognition as a man and a citizen. The Federal government had
set the pattern by the ratification of the 14th amendment July 28,
1868, which gave him for the first time entree into the political life
of the state which he had helped win.
The ratification of these amendments, however, did not lessen
the repugnance of the southern and many northern white men
who could not stomach the idea of Negroes as social or political
equals and the reactions of some in California were as amusing as
they were tragic, and the Sacramento Union, of January 7, 1870,
had the following to say on the reactions of Governor Haight:
"In transmitting the 15th Amendment to the Legislature, Governor Haight takes
the occasion to read that body a long lecture on constitutional law, the rights of
States, the powers of Congress and the limits to which amendments may be
carried. He denies the validity of the 15th Amendment, even if it carries the
requisite 3/4 of the States, and indicates the same opinion as to the 14th which he
thinks helps to violate the principle of self-government . The message was intended
to be very able and exhaustive of the subject, and will no doubt be accepted by
every man who helped the rebels in their attempt to overthrow the Constitution
and the Union, and who now quite naturally cover themselves by the "Constitu tion as it was," in their malicious efforts to prevent the enforcement of laws and
amendments necessary to the perfect restoration of the Union and its future protection against treason." 119

With this kind of attitude to combat in high governmental
places, it is easy enough to understand why, even with the more
general laws of the 1870's, it was only through court fights and the
curative of time that Negroes were able to break down local
opposition and gain admittance into the schools throughout the
State.
In Stockton about 1876, Emanuel Quivers, a Negro lad, who
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had received a better than average chance to learn through private
tutors hired by his father, petitioned the board of education for
admission to the high school. The school board composed of W . M .
Braggs, I. V . Leffler, Rev. S. B. Morse, P. B. Fraser, M. S.
Thresher, and I. R . Wilbur, turned him down. 120
George Ladd was city superintendent of schools at the time and
was in favor of his admission, and after the refusal of young
Quivers, Ladd succeeded in obtaining his admission in the San
Francisco high school. 120
As a result of the agitation caused by the Quiver incident, the
taxpayers awakened by the fair stand of the newspapers, began to
consider the waste of spending $1,200 per year for a special Negro
school when they could easily be integrated into the schools established for the whites. Consequently, in August, 1877, Mr . Thresher
proposed a resolution to close the special Negro school. However,
neither Negroes nor whites, were quite certain that all would be
well; and the question lay dormant for some time. In the meantime, however, two Negro girls were admitted to the upper gram mer grades . Thus, in one local instance, the color line was broken
down in education and the special Negro school closed in 1877
forever.
It was not so rational nor easy an approach in other places, and
the case of Arthur Wysinger vs. Cruikshank 122 is a token to the
determination of Negroes to gain educational advantage for their
children .
When school opened in September, 1888, Arthur Wysinger
applied to S. A. Cruikshank, principal of the Visalia school, for
enrollment in the high school of that city . Cruikshank refused the
boy admittance; and on October 2, 1888, Arthur Wysinger,
through his father, sued out a writ of mandate in the Superior
Court of Tulare County. A demurrer was filed on October 17th
and answered the same day, and the court handed down the decision denying young Arthur Wysinger's plea of admission.
The laws of the State of California, by this time, 123 clearly
provided that all Citizens, without distinction of color, were
entitled to equal advantages of the public school education, and
the Negroes determined to test its validity in the Supreme Court,
where notice of appeal was filed May 4, 1889.
The decision of the lower court was reversed with costs, and it
was ordered to issue a mandate compelling the admission of Arthur
Wysinger.
Thus, throughout the State over a widespread period of time,
the Negro waged his battle for a chance to equal education.
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It is interesting to note the pattern of human reactions; how a
person in most cases will react the same way under the same condition . It is more interesting to watch a specific case, such as the
"battles of color" with its tragedies, comedies, and melodramas
that are woven so intricately through the panoramic-fabric of
California history. The greater interest lies in our ability to see and
recognize the weaknesses and virtues of all parties involved-the
ingratitude, greed, jealously, bigotry, and hate of which the
human soul is made. We of today are fortunate in that we can lay
the patterns of various periods side by side and see the sameness of
design; the sameness of material; and the sameness of results,
modified only by the experiences of passing events .
As we have seen the Negro has played an inextricable part in the
scheme of events that led up to the discovery of the West and
California . Before the settlement of the Atlantic Seaboard by the
Pilgrims, they were slave and citizen of the Spanish West . They
lived and intermarried with the Indians and Spaniards without
exploitation or riot, under the laws of a liberal government.
In the 19th century, when Americans began to show up in the
California region, Negroes were among those who came as
trappers, hunters, and adventurers. When the interest of early
settlers grew for independence from Spain; and later for greater
autonomy in California, the Negro was there with Alvarado,
Graham, and the rest, and a Negro, William A. Leidesdorff was
the first American Consul to Mexico . When America, eager to
expand to the Pacific, sent Fremont, Kearny, Gillespie, Stockton,
and Sloat to reconnoiter and conquer, Negroes were present, as
free men, to fight, conquer, and organize government.
When gold was discovered, they were affected like all other
people by the glamour of wealth. They dared the hazards of land
and sea to reach the land of fabulous wealth. They prospected and
found gold as freemen or worked in the mines as slaves to pay for
their freedom and that of their families still in the bonds of slavery.
The early mine environment at first had a most interesting,
almost utopian, effect upon the early miners, yet it was quite
understandable. The vast amount of gold allowed no room for
petty difference . It was a fair and open opportunity; the rich was
thought no better than the poor; the black no more resented than
the white, and they all worked harmoniously side by side. A newspaper of 1852, carried the following humorous item on the leveling
effects of the mines, under the heading of "Equality at the
Diggings:"
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"The diggings says the American Free Press, like the grave, have a wonderful
tendency towards leveling distinctions . . . "A few days ago, so says our informant,
a very spruce, gentlemanly-looking digger, whose upper man looked brilliant in a
scarlet shirt, girded about his loins with a broad glazed belt, approached a genuine
Turgonite, with a very foppish strut, and addressed him from between a very
delicious pair of moustaches in the following style: "Look here my good fellow,
just carry a bag of sugar off that dray into my tent and I'll give you a shilling."
Eyeing the querist from top to toe, with a peculiarly strutinising air, in which
contempt was rather strongly marked, blue shirt replied as he threw his right foot
upon a stump, "Look here, my fine fellow, just be pleased to tie my shoe, and I'll
give you half a crown." A hearty laugh at this sudden and appropriate rejoinder
lowered the mercury of the smart young novice by a considerable number of
notches, and a few seconds after he was seen staggering towards his tent under the
weight of his sacharine load, a much better man, probably, from the rub he had
undergone." 124

Slave and master worked side by side, as did the whole polymorphic aggregation, but this condition was soon to change .
Then came the big wave of migrants of '49 and '50, from the
north, south , and east- and the leveled society became less and
less level. The attitude changed from "enough for all" to one of
"the mines are reserved for Americans and the white man." Then
began the trouble for the black man in California, as the "slavebound-south" moved in with more and more black competitors.
In succession came the Negro exclusion acts of the first Constitutional Convention; the fugitive slave law; and a series of antiNegro legislation aimed to drive Negroes of any degree from the
land .
It is at this time that we find the Negroes girding themselves for
the battle for the rights of full citizenship that were to last to the
present day. Through one of the saddest series of events in the
history of California, akin only to the same treatment meted out to
Mexicans, Chinese, and Indians, the Negro fought for the right to
testify in courts in their own behalf; fo r the right to homestead,
purchase, and hold lands under equal laws; for freedom; for the
right to vote; the right to free public education; and the right to
"life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" laid down in the
Declaration of Independence.
By the turn of the century, the Negro had gained most of the
rights for which he fought in California, and the improvements
have increased over the years.
Today, as a result of the present war, (World War II) California
has experienced another period of migration. There are again the
flow of southern whites, who wish to spread in their wake unAmerican customs, and blacks who resent being resented and who
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are determined to fight for their legal rights as citizens under the
Flag, as did their forerunners of an earlier day.
Following the pattern of things past, will the Negroes of
California pass again through the gamut of social upheavals or will
they maintain the gains fought for and won since the time of
discovery?
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PART III

Here we should digress from the chronological Ripon history to
narrate the events that gave Ripon a claim to the title, ALMOND
CAPITAL OF CALIFORNIA, and to tell the circumstances which
led to the Annual Almond Blossom Parade and Festival.
John P. Watkins is credited with planting the first commercial
almond orchard in the area, about two miles west of Ripon, by the
Stanislaus River, at the end of Ruess Road nearby the Merle
Mohler family property .
Born in Atlanta, Georgia on September 1, 1855, the son of Allen
and Martha (Burnett) Watkins, John P. grew up to be the classic
Southern gentleman. His father strongly supported the Confederacy, fought in the Civil War, and later died on the battlefield .
Since the war drained off all their family resources, the widow
had no means of support for herself and two children, Mary
Frances and John P ., seven years old . Although he yearned for an
education, the boy had to earn a living for his mother and sister.
By sheer perserverance he learned enough (self-taught) to
qualify as a teacher- taught school and farmed for several years in
Douglas County.
Then California beckoned. Mother and sister stayed in Georgia.
John P. arrived in Sacramento in 1878, and one year later married
Miss Catherine Boggess, daughter of the Secretary of State of
Georgia. They had one son, Arthur.
In Sacramento John P. worked for J. B. Hagin & Company on a
40,000 acre ranch, where the finest of world record-breaking
horses were raised. A horse lover, John P. was ranch foreman for
twelve years, then resigned to become the personal representative
for Phoebe A. Hearst, traveled to Mexico with full power of
attorney to transact business for the Hearst real estate interests .
(While in Mexico for five years he became quite friendly with
President Diaz.)
Widowed, in 1889 John P. married Miss Catherine Grother,
who died, leaving one son, Louis Edwin. A third marriage in 1898
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united him with Mrs. Effie Henderson . They had two childrenGeorge Stanley and Agnes B. Watkins.
In 1903 John P . Watkins bought a ranch in Lodi, San Joaquin
County, sold it in five years at a good profit, and with his wife and
four children settled in Ripon. He built a large barn which
sheltered the family until he could build a modest house on the
80-acre ranch.
Ross Lewis, a long-time Ripon resident, remembers digging the
holes and helping to plant twenty acres to assorted fruit trees, and
twenty acres to almonds-Nonpariel, Peerless and Texas, in 1909,
when he was 19 years old; also planted a grove of locust trees.
His parents (of Welsh descent), Benton A. and Mattie Lewis, had
a twenty acre place at Mohler and West Ripon Roads, and were
neighbors of the Watkins family . Benton, a carpenter, taught Ross
the trade, and the boy worked both as a carpenter and farm hand .
According to Ross, John P. felt c~nfident that the climate and
rich sandy soil would make almond culture a successful venture .
His hunch (or information) proved to be right.
The ideal situation for growing almonds requires land not much
above sea level, on an open plain (such as the great Central
Valley), summer heat tempered by breezes, and preferably a loose,
light, warm soil.
A deep-rooted tree, the almond can, and did, grow without

John P. Watkins barn on his orchard.
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irrigation-although roots welcome a bit of summer moisture
wherever irrigation is available. 2 Almonds found these perfect
conditions in the rich, sandy plains of Ripon and thrived, thus the
eventual concentration of almond orchards in this area .
Other farmers tried almond growing. Benjamin A. Goodwin in
1904 bought 320 acres three miles east of Manteca, and set out
sixty acres in almonds, ten acres olives, an eleven-acre vineyard,
installed two pumping plants, raised alfalfa and established a
dairy.
At the same time, experienced with handling big mule teams,
Goodwin leased 2,000 acres near Lathrop and made grain farming
his main occupation .
His irrgated trees in Manteca showed fantastic growth . Realizing
that irrigation water must be brought to The Valley, Goodwin
threw most of his energy into organizing the South San Joaquin
Irrigation District and became known as the father of the project .
As head of the Board of Directors, he saw to it that bonds were
voted for building a dam on the Stanislaus River-Goodwin Dam
(named in his honor), 3 the first of many dams that fill the canals in
this region. The "golden liquid flowed over the dam December
6th, 1913." 4
But his success with almond growing no doubt accounts for the
flourishing orchards to the east, in the Atlanta district of Ripon
Another man of paramount importance to the farming
community was Joseph F. Stuart. As early as 1888 Stuart experimented with almond culture in Oakdale, where his brother A. W.
Stuart, and mother, bought 200 acres. Put in charge of the place,
Joseph developed a fine orchard of pears, apricots, peaches, and
originated two new strains, the Stuart prune and Stuart almond.
But it seems that Oakdale soil is more suited to growing clover,
rather than almonds.
In partnership with another brother (A. V.), Joseph bought 320
acres in the Ruhl tract of Ripon in 1904. The partnership was dissolved in 1906; A. V. went into the olive industry; Joseph devoted
extra time to orchard development, and started a nursery in 1912, 5
located on Main Street between Nourse and the viaduct.
Stuart's Ripon Nursery and Improvement Company featured the
excellent new prune . They shipped trees all over the country, but
could hardly keep up with the demand . It was a disappointment
that Stuart's prolific Almond didn't do well hereabouts . The
nursery is now re-located near French Camp.
Other early planters of almonds were Seth W. Potter (Atlanta
District), Eugene Welty (near Murphy's Ferry Road), Ray Merrill
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(North Ripon Road), Charles G. Ioppini, born in Sicily, in 1918
came to North Ripon Road, dairy farmed , and in 1925 planted
some acres to almonds with the help of son Bruce, Sr., still on the
family farm. Also on North Ripon Road , Howard S. Clencienin,
son of Ripon pioneer Wm. S. (Scotch-Irish descent) , set out forty
acres of almonds.
Could John P. Watkins and these other early, experimental
almond growers ever imagine that today, on 13,180 acres, Ripon
farmers produce the highest amount of almonds per acre of any
area in the U.S .? No wonder the title: ALMOND CAPITAL OF
CALIFORNIA.
What kind of man was John P . Watkins? Ross Lewis (named
after his flag-making forbear, Betsy Ross) recalls that he enjoyed
working for John P., and would often visit just to hear the
adventurous tales that John P. loved to tell in his unique style.
Ross pictures his boyhood boss as over six feet tall, slim and
angular-built, had dark hair and a luxurious moustache that
literally drooped to his chin and turned snow-white with the
passage of years.
A familiar sight on country roads or in town was the dignified,
stately Johri P. wearing his trademark- a black (or sometimes a
white) stetson hat , and riding either his Palomino or the two-wheel
cart drawn by his favorite, a Morgan horse that lived to be over
thirty years old.
Various people have described his temperament as "crusty- dry
humor," "easy to talk to," "an out-going, sociable man" and Mrs.
Arthur Clemens (Henrietta, daughter of Danish settler Ludwig
Hartmeyer and office nurse for Dr . Hollander at that time, 1952)
remembers John P . as "jovial, liked to sit and talk when he came
to see the doctor."
Whatever other characteristics John P. possessed, one notable
trait stood out- his intense interest and dedicated efforts to further
education in Ripon .
Ripon folks, from the earliest days, have been education conscious. A surprising number of settlers' children from all backgrounds received primary and secondary schooling in Ripon and
many went on to State Normal in San Jose and Chico, and to other
colleges to become teachers and distinguished members of other
professions.
John P . played a leading role in organizing the Ripon Union
High School District and in getting an adequate grammar and
high school built about 1911 at West Main & N . Acacia. 8
As for his children, the oldest (Arthur) went into farming, help-
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ing his father and neighbors . A life-long bachelor, inclined to be
quiet and unobtrusive, he sometimes worked for Richard and Ann
Brooks, who invited him to meals .
Louis became a railroad man in San Francisco. Upon retiring,
and after Arthur went to a rest home, he bought his brother's little
house, in 1960, enlarged it, and with wife Cora lived there until
both died.
Son George enlisted in World War I, as an aviation corp
mechanic, and trained in Texas.
But Watkin's daughter Agnes inherited her father's yen for schooling . She made John P. justly proud; she became an exceptionally
fine teacher . James Kroll, Director of the Ripon Memorial Chapel,
states quite firmly that Miss Watkins was by far his favorite
teacher when she taught at San Joaquin School.
At one time Miss Watkins taught in Glenn County, and was
principal of the Cordora School. Late in life Agnes married a Mr.
Gibbons, later died in Bethany Home and was buried in Lodi,
where her daughter lives .
During his retirement years John P. Watkins sold his orchard
and bought several acres closer to town . A country road that leads
off of Frontage Road, N . Highway 99, near the Wilma Avenue
viaduct was named after him.
The forerunner of Ripon's Annual Almond Blossom Festival was,
strangely enough, a welcome-to-Ripon celebration honoring the
SIMPSON-LEE PAPER PRODUCTS COMPANY in 1961. OverAll Chairman Leonard Schemper and Chairman of Parade &
Special Events, Mrs. Clem F . Mulholland, did an outstanding job
of producing and co-ordinating the memorable happening.
Overjoyed to have an $8 million new industry provide a sizeable
payroll, interested citizens and the Chamber of Commerce
planned events that would please the community- a bake-off
contest, ice cream social, barbecue, Miss Paper Doll contest, Ripon
High football game, and to end it in high style, a parade on
Saturday, September 30th, topped off with a square dance at the
Community Center.
Among special speakers and dignitaries at the Crowning of the
Queen & Ice Cream Social on Thursday evening were: Mayor
Hardy Vander Beek; Chamber of Commerce President Bernard
Streik, who introduced Andrew Douma, saying "Andy had this
idea- and I declare 'Pop' Douma the Honorary Chairman"; Mrs .
Arthur Heetebury, P.T.A. President & Chairman of the Cake
Contest & Ice Cream Social.
During the program, Mr . Streick presented Miss Paper Doll,
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Sharon McFall (daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lucky McFall) with a
rhinestone tiara donated by DeBoer Jewelry, and Mr. Reid presented Sharon with the Queen's Trophy donated by the Ripon
Record.
Friday night at the football game (Ripon High vs . Orestimba
High) more honors were heaped on Miss Paper Doll and her
entourage . At half time they wei:e escorted to the center of the
field by Roy F. Gereau, Superintendent & Principal of the high
school; Arthur Clemens, Ripon City Administrator; "Bud"
Bodeson, Chamber Vice-President; and Gordon Moore, SimpsonLee engineer in charge of construction of the mill.
Paper Doll was presented with a red rose bouquet, and after the
game, the royal group and a crowd of 300 re-assembled at the
Community Center for dancing, with Eddie Luchessi and his band
playing favorite songs.
The parade, a new venture for Ripon, got the whole-hearted
support of the community. Everyone helped to design and
decorate floats. Pictured in the Ripon Record of October 5th were

Photo Reproduced by Glenn Kahl

Ripon Band: Back row ( left to right) standing, Art Stuart, Frank
Hutchinson, Stuart Thomson, Frank McKee, Syd Reynolds, ]im
Garrison, Irvin Goodwin, Professor Schultz (Director). Front row
(seated), George Chipman, Robert Lowe, Fred Hunteman, Robert
Chadwick, Alton VanSlyke and Frank Thorpe.
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Ripon Board of Trade Float, Oct. 26, 1909, commemorating start
of irrigation . . Neva McKee Summers, Nita Hunteman, Violet
Roberts Grunsky, Ruby Kruesthardt, Evalyn Stuart, Wahnita Van
Slyke, Herbert Hunteman. Seated in Mr. Kuesthardts Cadillac:
Mr. Kuesthardt, Vivian Uren, Ella Kuesthardt, and Mr. Fred
Hunteman.
Photo Courtesy of Glenn Kahl
entries by Silvertop Dairy, Simpson-Lee ("RIPON'S NEW BABY"),
Bank of America, Douma's Grocery & Market, Atlanta 4-H Club,
Ripon Egg Company, DeBoer's Truck Lines, Rainbow Girls and
Caswell State Park.
With exuberance the keynote of the occasion, townspeople
turned out en masse, along with long-lost cousins and friends, to
admire the 125 diversified entries . Leading the parade were
Mayors and Chamber of Commerce representatives from surrounding cities, and six native-born Ripon residents- all in their
eighties-were included in the First Division. (The oldest, Henry
Wille (son of pioneer Joseph Wille) then 89, lived to be over 100,
died at Bethany Home .
So down Main Street came the bands and drill teams, Mounted
units, decorated carts and autos, horseless carriages, floral floats and
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in all their glory, the lovely Miss Paper Doll and her Princesses,
Carolyn Scott, Joan Eckhoff and Paulette Ter Avest, waving and
bowing to about 5,000 people.
After the parade, Simpson-Lee Manager, David Reid, and
Personnel Manager, James G . Ramsey, proudly welcomed about
4,000 visitors to the plant open-house. Explaining the workings of
the huge paper-making machines were Technical Director, James
Lewis and staff member, Otis F . Harper. "Miss Paper Doll" and
her princesses gave gifts of stationary and packets of tablets to one
and all, compliments of Simpson-Lee.
The well-attended square dance on Saturday night (able caller
Bill Fowler of San Jose) wound up the festivities, and- presumably
- Ripon had its parade and that was that.
Nothing happened in 1962. But in the early part of February of
1963 Andy Douma (now deceased) did it again. He ambled into a
Chamber of Commerce meeting carrying a spray of almond
blossoms, and he mused aloud: "Why not. Why not have an
almond blossom festival?"
The thought sparked up dormant nostalgia into electric action .
But the time was so short! Only two weeks, at the most, and the
almonds would be past the blooming stage.
Again- the call to duty for Leonard Schemper (hardware store
owner) and for Mrs. Mulholland . They responded to the S.O.S.
like seasoned troupers. After all, they had done one Festival-Parade;
this would be a cinch .
Well, outside parade talent on short notice was impossible. They
followed the pattern that worked so well for the Simpson-Lee
"Daze" celebration . Although the Special Events lacked proper
planning, the First Annual Almond Blossom Festival & Parade
made a fair showing.
Unprepared as they were, nevertheless, everyone was in the
right spirit to salute the first sign of approaching Spring. Miss
Almond Blossom and her attendant Almond Buds reighned over
the festival; the honorees were, naturally, the almond growers of
the area.
The paraders came tooting and high-stepping down the street in
joyful appreciation of Mother Nature's awakening the trees from
their foggy winter sleep. 7
Almost entirely surrounded by almond orchards, this tiny, rural
community (today's population 2900) at almond blossom time is
something to see and remember.
Caressed by welcome sunshine, almond buds burst into glorious
display - for mile after mile, each tree elegant in its snow-white,
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pink-tinted spring attire of perfumed blossoms. The overwhelming
fragrance! Truly the senses reel just to behold and to smell this
magic phenomenon.
This year's Fourteenth Annual Festival & Parade surpassed all
previous achievements. Herb den Dulk has served as Festival OverAll Chairman since 1963.
Ripon's Number One civic servant, Mrs . Mulholand, or "Mull,"
sometimes referred to as "Mrs . Ripon," automatically becomes
Chairman of Special Events & Parade year after year . For fifteen
consecutive celebrations this dynamo of a woman has managed
one superlative production after another.
Award winner of the Distinguished Citizen of the Year 1974;
Western Welcome Hostess; for two decades Secretary of the
Chamber of Commerce; and holding at least eight other keystone
positions in volunteer organizations, "Mull" is indeed one indispensable person to her community.
As the years went by, new Special Events were added. This 1976
Festival featured the original events, plus an Antique Exhibit, Art
Exhibit & Competition, a Fashion Show, Diaper Derby, Teen-Age
Dance, High School Intramural Championship Wrestling Matches,
Tractor Rodeo (4-H, Future Farmers of America), Ham Breakfast
at the Grange Hall and Smorgy at the Atlanta Women's Club.
In ceremonies on Friday night, Patricia Fetters was crowned Miss
Almond Blossom by Bartolome Sepulveda, president of Los
Californianos. Almond Buds, her attendants, were Ardette Bruns,
Karen Kent and Carla Palmaymesa.
The theme this year-Bicentennial Heritage '76- honored the
Los Californianos, the early Mexican-Spanish settlers, which
recalled the glorious days of the hospitable ranchos, and Mrs.
Ralph (Natalie) Gardner hosted the group.
The visit of two mayors from Ripon, England, and from Ripon,
Wisconsin, provided a novel interest .
Ripon (California) Mayor Edmund Feichtmeir welcomed John
Richmond, lord Mayor of Ripon, England (accompanied by Cyril
Hawley, the lord mayor's sergeant-at-mace) and Michael Williams,
Mayor of Ripon , Wisconsin . The mayors exchanged greetings and
gifts of historical significance.
The parade on Saturday, February 28th, attracted a wideranging turnout of talent, over 200 performing units, some from
the northernmost parts of California, and some traveling from as
far south as Lompoc in the Los Angeles area .
A past president of Los Californianos, Joseph B. Elgart, served
as Grand Marshal of the parade. 9 10
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The lure to California was "gold in them thar hills." Almost all
the men rushed directly to the gold fields and hills.
Since the great majority realized only a few dollars after backbreaking work, the list of get-rich-quick hopefuls soon disintegrated into disillusioned, disgusted fellows who hoped only to
eke out a bare existence.
In 1850, land on the fertile Ripon sand plains (where corn grew
twenty feet to the tip of the stalk) was being bought for $3.00 an
acre, or $1.25 for surplus government land. 11
By trading his particular skill to other settlers (blacksmith,
carpenter, butcher, tool-maker) any man could manage to acquire
160 acres for a start in agriculture.
Little did those pioneers know that only 130 years later their
"jack-rabbit, tumbleweed and badger" homesteads would
develop into one of the most favorable and productive spots in the
world. 12
Clearing of the land was the first obstacle to be overcome. As far
as the eye could see grew wild oats, interspersed with groves of oak
trees, tangled vines (especially wild grapes), sage and shrubs and
weeds . And sand hills had to be leveled .
Doing this work with primitive implements took much time,
strength and will power .
After the clearing came the tedious, slow preparation of the soil,
using the one-gang plow . Everybody-everybody in the County
1
was trying to invent a better means of plowing and cultivation.
Finally, the ultimate, the ten-gang plow was invented,
manufactured by a Stockton tool-maker, and sold (famously)

1976 Float Winner .

198

Courtesy of Wally Van Heukelem

Known as the Moulton House, built by Perry Yaple for his family,
at his death inherited by his daughter, Edith (Dow) married to
]ames Stewart Moulton. Now the residence of Dr. Burwell "Pat"
Kennedy and his wife Dr. Marian C. Kennedy.
throughout the world under the name of Stockton Gang-Plow.
Each gang would have a horse trained to be the leader. 13
For planting wheat and barley, the seeds were broadcast, and a
tree branch dragged over the soil imbedded them.
Wisconsin folks brought locust seeds in 1953. Almost every ranch
family nurtured rows of locusts as windbreaks, and trees about
the homes and grounds for welcome shade . 14
By 1885, Perry Yaple's place was the hub of Ripon actvity- the
old warehouse across the railroad .t racks, the new brick general
store and warehouse, the first depot (south) where the car wash
now stands.
Some pioneers of the 1850's who settled in the outskirts of Ripon
were the families of Wm . H. Crow, Samuel Stephenson, Elias
Nutt, Stoel Cady, Fred Cook, Herman Johnson and those
previously mentioned with the Atlanta group.
The 1860's brought the Honorable Frank H. Kincaid, Isaac
Koch (ranched where the country-wide famous Norfelt Laurelwood Goat Dairy now raises 950 goats), John Frederick, George
W . Traherne, Wm . S. Clendenin, Frank Hutchinson, and Joseph
and brother John Wille.
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More ranch settlers arrived in the 1870's, among them Ripon's
first physician, Dr. James A. Bainbridge, Martha Alice Frederick,
Judge Lawrence Hearty and Esper Due.
Some ranchers traded at Murphys' store in Atlanta, but most of
them, graingrowers and cattlemen, patronized the little store that
Perry Yaple eventually bought from Mr. Crooks .
About fourteen families maintained households in "downtown"
Ripon. These included Perry Yaple, Everett C. Dickinson,
Benjamin Frederick, Amplias B. Crooks, Rev . James W. Wells
(Baptist minister) and his half-sister Mary E. Markham, Wm. E.
Garrett, James Stuart Moulton, J. H . Little (built a store in 1884),
John T. Bloomer, and George Marion Markham.
Townspeople and the country folks came to buy st aple foods,
merchandise of all kinds, perhaps a few luxuries, then stayed to
exchange news of the day, discuss politics and problems of mutual
concern.
While in town the men could drop in at Collard's Saloon, a
ramshackle lean-to just north of Yaple's store, or get their blacksmith work tended to .
The blacksmith shop , ac;ross the street from Yaple's did a
booming business. The master blacksmith- pillar of the community and the idol of all the kids- Mr. Farschon for a while lived
in a house on the southwest corner of Stockton and Main Streets,
where John Wever's Insurance and Gordon VanderVeen's Realty
now operate.
Going south, next to the blacksmith shop was a one-story frame
building, the largest of the two saloons in town . It stood on the
corner of Nourse Street, and up to about 1900 Jerry O'Leary, proprietor, officiated at the bar and supervised the card tables.
FOOTNOTES
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A "Grangerized" Edition of
Scott's Napoleon
MoRTON ELLIS GoLDSTEIN

In the spring of 1958, the Library of the College of the Pacific
received a large collection of books from Mr. J. W . Maillard Jr. of
San Francisco dealing with the era of the French revolution and
Napoleon. This carefully assembled collection of fine books comprises the core of the University's teaching collection of late
eighteenth and early nineteenth century books on French history.
Within this collection of books was a unique and valuable set of Sir
Walter Scott's The Life of Napoleon Bonaparte, which had been
"grangerized," or given extra illustrations which increased its size
from two volumes to three. 1
Scott's Napoleon was one of the earliest of the full length English
language biographies of the French emperor, and was very
popular when it appeared. The volumes went through a number
of editions after 1827, both in Great Britain where it was
published both in Edinburgh and London, and in the United
States where it first appeared in 1828, in three volumes. But it is as
an extra-illustrated edition that the University's edition of Scott's
Napoleon interests us here.
The vogue of extra-illustrating books began in earnest after
1769, when the English clergyman, the Rev. James Granger published his Biographical History of England. The work was intended
as a short biographical Who's Who of English history into which
the purchaser could insert "heads" or portraits which he had collected from the illustrations of other works . Granger's work
answered the need of the many collectors of prints in eighteenth
century England who needed some system of organization for their
often vast collection of "heads."
The hobby of extra-illustrating grew and flourished for two
generations, and then declined at the end of the Napoleonic era.
But, it revived again in the 1860's and 1870's in both England and
America, and reached its highest flowering in the two decades
before World War One. Extra-illustration all but disappeared by
1920 in its traditional form due to the declining number of good
prints and as illustrated books becaiTie more numerous and less
expensive. Books containing fine lithographs declined in number,
and there was a subsequent rise in the price for those which

202

remained . During the war, the cost of binding increased, as did
print mounting, and added to all of this was the scarcity of high
quality drawing paper which was used in mounting and inlaying.
All of these factors aided in the decline of the passtime. By the
early 1920's, the most famous extra-illustrators like Mr. Augustin
Daly of New York and London, or Dr. Thomas Addis Emmet of
New York, or Mr. J. M. Wing of Chicago, were all dead, and
younger men did not take their places, so the hobby of extraillustration in its classic form died out. The extra-illustrated edition
of Scott's Napoleon at the University Library is a very good
example of this now nearly extinct pursuit
The three large octavo volumes of Scott's Napoleon were bound
in black crushed morocco and stamped in gold by the Guild of
Women-Binders (presumably of London). On the spine of each
volume are the words, "Life of Napoleon," "Scott," and the
volume Number in Roman numerals . At the bottom of the spine,
appears the date of the edition, 1847.
The set contains 133 portraits, 41 colored portraits, 93 plates, 35
color plates, two autographs of the playwrite-statesman Richard
Brinsley Sheridan, and one each of General Gourgaud, Marshal
Berthier, General Segur, and an autograph letter by General
Augereau . There is an original water-color and pencil sketch by
George Cruikshank (1792-1878) and two water-colors by an artist
named Davidoff. In all, there are 305 extra-illustrations .
The volumes apparently came to Mr. Maillard earlier in this
century from the collection of Mr. Charles Josselyn of Woodside in
San Mateo County by the way of Elder and Co., the San Francisco
book dealer. Mr. Maillard paid $250.00 for the set . 2 Evidently,
from the inscription in one of the volumes, Mr. Josselyn considered
this edition the most valuable work in his library. The value of the
work would be many times greater today, could it be duplicated or
purchased .
As a classic example of an extra-illustrated book, this edition of
Scott's Napoleon has much to commend it. The manner in which
the illustrations have been inserted is indicative of one of the two
ways books are grangerised. Often an extra-illustrator would
"raise" an octavo volume to folio size by mounting or inlaying the
original pages on heavy sheets of high quality drawing paper .
Generally, white paper was used, but I have seen it done with grey
paper to very fine effect . Often the borders of the pages are decorated by printing or illumination appropriate to the text. The
process of inlaying a page was done by cutting out the center of
the page of drawing paper to provide a 1/8 inch overlap with the
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size of the printed page, and then gluing the printed page into its
drawing paper mount. Nineteenth century grangerites were very
careful to use a glue made of boiled rice flour which was both
strong and white, and did not discolor either the drawing paper or
the print. A printed page could, when inlaid in this way, be read
from both sides, whereas if it were hinged to the drawing paper or
pasted down, the back would be inaccessable and the bulk of the
volume, when re-bound, would be unwieldy; thick in the middle
and thin at the edges. A variation on this practice was to inlay a
duodecimo or sexdecimo page of text on a folio page with illustrations inlaid on the same page, but generally this was an exception
to the rule. In any case, our edition of Scott's Napoleon did not
have its text inlaid, though a number of the illustrations are . By
the turn of the century, when the extra-illustration of the Scott
volumes probably took place, the cost of inlaying had risen to
about twenty-five cents per page, and with a volume of 866 pages
plus illustrations, the cost would have been prohibitive. In
addition, double columned pages like those in this edition of Scott
do not look as good, when inlaid, as do single columned pages.
Often, when the number of volumes was increased by extraillustration, new title pages were prepared for the additional
volumes. In the present case the title pages have been hand
lettered for volumes two and three, while volume one retains the
original. In past times, when extra-illustrators spared no expense at
mounting and binding, it was not unusual to have special title
pages printed, or drawn, and often illuminated .
The illustrations in this edition appear in many forms. There are
lithographs, wood engravings, steel engravings, mezzotints,
photographic prints taken from magazines, as in the picture of
Charles J. Bonaparte, and there are, of course, the original drawings and water colors . In its most expanded form, at the end of the
last century, an extra-illustrated edition might contain pamphlets,
newspaper and magazine clippings, maps, city views, playbills,
locks of hair, reviews of lectures, train schedules, ticket stubs, or
any object which illustrated the subject at hand, and could be
bound into a volume.
The scope of our edition of Scott's Napoleon is more carefully
delineated. The prints and drawings relate directly to the text, and
with the exception of the illustration of Mary Queen of Scots, they
all relate to the age of Napoleon. There are no examples of a print
in several states, as one sometimes finds in other extra-illustrated
editions. In these one can see the black and white proof without
the title or with various titles, and then finally the finished print,
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hand colored . This type of illustration is missing in this grangerised
edition.
Naturally, the value of this fine sample of the art of extraillustration rests in the artwork and in the autographs which have
been tipped in, or inlaid on larger sheets of paper and then bound
in. Many of the prints, such as those of George III and Louis XVI
were done during Napoleon's own lifetime and hand colored, and
they tell us much about the popular beliefs and mythology of the
era. There is, for instance, in the first volume, a print of the
"Taking of the Bastile [sic]" which shows the "release of the
wretched prisoners." The print was made on November 23, 1816,
and shows the French patriots breaking into the prison, finding
chained and weakened prisoners. The prisoners are being helped to
their feet and are offered crucifixes and rosaries . One of the less
fortunate inmates appears only as a skeleton; apparently he starved
to death . 3 In fact, there were only a half dozen prisoners in the
Bastille when it was entered on July 14, 1789. Most of them were
there on Lettres de Cachet, that is, they were sent there on letters
received from the crown because they were an embarrassment to
someone who could afford to purchase their silence. They lived
well, generally. They could take their servants with them, and had
comfortable suites in the fortress. The most famous, or infamous
inhabitant of the Bastille on July 14, 1789 was the Marquis de
Sade, so our print is a highly romanticized version of the event.
Precisely for that reason, it is an important teaching aid when one
studies the French revolution, and the growth of the legends
surrounding it.
The Kelley prints in these three volumes show "Louis XVI's Last
Interview With His Family," "The Queen of Louis XVI King of
France at the Guillotine," "The .Death Of Lord Nelson, Oct . 21,
1805," and there are also scenes of the battle of Waterloo. There is
a fine reproduction of James Gillray's (1757 -1815) famous cartoon,
"Tiddy Doll the Great French Gingerbread-Baker drawing out a
new Batch of Kings- his man Hopping Talley mixing up the
Dough, Jan. 23, 1806," and two water colors by Davidoff of
Russian soldiers.
Certainly the most important and the most valuable extraillustration in these volumes appears between pages 332 and 333 in
volume two . It is an original pencil and water color sketch of
"Beachy Head" by the distinguished British illustrator George
Cruikshank. The illustration is placed there to illuminate the
aborted 1801"1802 invasion which Napoleon planned for the
British coast. Beachy Head is an outcropping of land on the British
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side of the Dover Straits. It was there that some of the French ·
landing force was logically expected to arrive.
The pencil inscription in the artist's hand reads, "a sketch
from part of Shakespeare's Cliff- Dover- 1830." The sketch is
signed with the initials "G Ck. " and also with his full name
"George Cruikshank." In reality , the work is a self portrait .
Cruikshank is seen in the drawing , sketching "Shakespeare's Cliff"
at Beachy Head . There is nothing to indicate that Cruikshank was
thinking about Napoleon when he did the drawing, after all,
Napoleon had gone into exile for the last time in 1815, and was
already dead nine years when Cruikshank went to Beachy Head .
But because the drawing illustrates a place mentioned in the text,
and very likely because of Cruikshank's long association with illustrations about Napoleon, the extra-illustrator of these volumes
probably took the first opportunity to include this work .
There is some irony in the fact that a non-Napoleonic illustration
done toward the end of a transitional period in Cruikshank's life,
would be used to illustrate a point in a work on Napoleon .
Cruikshank spent much of his early career from 1804 to the 1830's
drawing political cartoons, many of which lampooned and caricatured the emperor Napoleon. He began to do broadsides and
political satires for Mistress Humphrey's shop on the Strand in
London about 1804. Often he worked along with his father Isaac
and his brother Robert , and sometimes he worked alone. On many
occasions he finished work begun by the great illustrator , Thomas
Gillray whose work for Mistress Humphrey in that period was
often interrupted by drink and declining health.
Between 1805 and 1815 George Cruikshank mercilessly caricatured and lampooned Napoleon, his family and his court . Even
after Napoleon began his final exile at St. Helena in 1815, Cruikshank occasionally issued a cartoon about him, and he executed
the drawings for several biographies of the former emperor. 4 But
after 1815, his criticism of Napoleon was muted. Between 1815
and 1830, when our drawing was done , Cruikshank became more
and more involved in book illustration. His Napoleonic illustrations
were a transitional phase of his art. They appeared between the
period of political cartoons, and his serious illustration which came
into full flower in 1836 and 1837 with the appearance of Charles
Dicken's Oliver Twist with "Sketches by Boz ." Cruikshank was
"Boz."

In the illustrations for the biographies of Napoleon, as well as in
the water color of "Beachy Head" we see the less than mature
drawings of Cruikshank which were to develop into the poignant
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illustrations of Oliver Twist and the later works of the artist .
"Fagan in Prison," perhaps the most famous of the "Sketches by
Boz" to appear in Oliver Twist finds its artistic roots in the
illustrations for the Dr. Syntax volume on Napoleon, and some of
this development is to be seen in the "Beachy Head" study. It is
a quickly done sketch which catches the scene in a few strokes of
the pencil and brush, and at the same time it embodies the tonguein-cheek sense of humor which was Cruikshank's trademark, by
depicting himself as the artist in the picture. Here is a roughly
articulated self-portrait set against the natural landscape of the
British Coast, a work at once immature, and yet pointing to the
later, mature and self-confident artist. This small sketch was
probably dashed off in a few moments by Cruikshank, and
probably later incorporated into one of his published sketchbooks.
The Cruikshank drawing and the Davidoff water colors are
appealing additions to the biography of Napoleon, but for many
years there has been a controversy among book dealers and
collectors concerning the standard contents of grangerised books.
The argument has centered around the question of whether the
grangeriser is responsible for the destruction of books for their
plates, or is to be praised for preserving plates, frontispieces, title
pages, etc. which might otherwise disappear with an old or broken
volume . Certainly, in the case of this Cruikshank water color, Mr.
Josselyn, or whoever extra-illustrated this volume must be given
credit for preserving the drawings of "Beachy Head" and of the
Russian soldiers.
Some final words should be said about the biblioclast's contributions to these volumes . Often, extra-illustrated editions exhibit all
too painfully the extensive number of illustrated books which have
been broken up to provide their riches. In the past, the proponents
of the grangerised book argued that along with saving extraillustrated matter from total loss, they were often not responsible
for the removal of the illustrations. That job was done by the
biblioclast, or by nature and time which broke up old volumes .
While this edition of Scott is not as elaborate an extra"illustrated
edition as I have seen at the Pierpont Morgan Library oi the New
York Public Library or at the Newberry Library in Chicago, it also
cannot be blamed for the destruction of a great number of very old
and very valuable illustrated books.
The illustrations in this work are sufficiently diverse to have
come from print shops as individual ieaves. There are prints which
are obviously of the same series, and therefore probably come from
the same work. The Thomas Kelley prints mentioned above are
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clearly in this category. The autographs, documents and water
colors, are, of course, unique . Many individual "heads" like that of
Robert Southey are obviously from frontispieces or illustratons of
books about or by the individuals . There is a series of prints of
soldiers of France by LaFitte and Couche, and the illustrations
from Captain Breton's Naval History have been included in these
volumes . One of Edward Crme's illustrations in color of the "Allies
Before Dantzic in Winter" by Dubourg and Clark, two of the best
engravers in post-Napoleonic England, is to be found here as well .
Another series by Kelley which has been incorporated is the one of
allied leaders . These are also hand colored, but these steel engravings are of a far more primitive variety than the series by Kelley
referred to earlier. Very likely they were done as broadsheets
during the period in 1814 and 1815 when many of the allied
monarchs and military leaders visited Britain, or after Waterloo,
when popular interest in the prominent men of the day was great,
and people readily bought these color prints hot from the presses.
There is a Heath print of King Ferdinand VII of Spain (1808-1833)
which appeared in the Lady's Magazine of 1810, and a very nice
Gerard lithograph of the Battle of Waterloo in color. All of these
prints were done during the Napoleonic era, or in the decade after
the fall of the first empire in 1815. Typical of the broadsides which
were hurriedly printed to sell on the high tide of the news is the
illustration of "LaBedoyere, Ney and Lavalette," the French
leaders who went over to Napoleon in 1815 after having sworn an
oath to the Bourbons in the previous year . The legend states that
the first two were shot, and Lavalette escaped.
Looking over the contents of these volumes one does not find the
evidence of extensive biblioclasm, as is often the case with heavily
extra-illustrated editions . Many of the prints in this set are
valuable, and it is doubtful if some could be purchased today, or
even seen outside very fine libraries. As is the case with every
extra-illustrated edition, these volumes are unique. The illustrated
contents, the water colors and autographs in particular, but the
illustrations as a whole, the particular edition of Scott, the mountings, the inlaid pages, the titlepages, and the bindings could not be
duplicated. But the great and lasting value of these three volumes
is in their use in the classroom . The prints can be viewed as
examples in the growth of the Napoleonic legend in Europe after
1815. Many of the views are romanticized versions of the actual
events, and show much about contemporary and post-contemporary popular ideas about the era of the French revolution and
Napoleon.
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It has been estimated that in the nineteenth century alone there
were some ten-thousand different portraits and prints done of
Napoleon. Thousands more were done of his battles, his officers
and associates and of his adversaries. Our edition of Scott's
Napoleon just begins to touch on this body of illustrations, but for
university students, it is an excellent introduction to Napoleonic
iconography.

FOOTNOTES

2
3
4

The University Library has three editions of Scott's Napoleon. Two of these
are held in the Treasure Collection. Sir Walter Scott (listed only as the "author
of Waverley" on the title page), The Life of Napoleon Bounaparte, Emporer of
the French. With a preliminary view of the French revolution. (9 vols.; Edinburgh: Longman, Rees, etc., 1827) is the first edition of the work . The second
set in the Treasure Collection of the University Library (2 vols. expanded to
three; Edinburgh: Cadell, 1847) is the one under consideration here. The third
set in the University's possession: (2 vols .; Philadelphia: J. B. Smith, 1959) is a
later American trade edition, and is in the open stacks.
Mr. Charles Josselyn was the author of The True Napoleon, A Cyclopedia of
Events in his Life (New York: R. H. Russell, 1902).
This print is part of a set, examples of which appear throughout the volume
executed by Thomas Kelley of London in 1815 and 1816.
See: William Combe, The Life of Napoleon, A Hudibrastic Poem in Fifteen
Cantos, by Doctor Syntax, (London: Thomas Tegg, 1815), and W. H. Ireland,
Life of Napoleon Bonaparte, Late Emperor of The French, King of Italy, protector of the Confederation of the Rhine, Mediator of the Confederation of
Switzerland, etc., etc. Engraved by G. Cruikshank from the original Designs of
Vernet Denon etc., executed at Paris by Duplesis Berteaux, (4 vols.; London:
John Fairburn, 1823-1828). Volume four was published by John Cumberland.
There are nearly sixty illustrations in these two works by Cruikshank, all hand
colored.
·

209

Ernestine Smutny - Book Review Editor
THE GREAT CHIEFS, BY THE Editors of Time-Life Books, with text by
Benjamin Capps. (New York, TimeLife Books, 1975. 240p ., illus., part
col., ports ., maps, facsims ., bibliography, index. $9.95)
This handsome volume is one of
twelve in the publisher's Old West
series. It is not a comprehensive history,
nor does it pretend to be. It is, rather a
brief but pithy word and picture
account of the careers of some of the
most famous Indian warriors of the 19th
century American West, including Geronimo, Quanah Parker, Chief Joseph
and Sitting Bull . Skillfully interwoven
with the narrative are over 150 full or
half-page illustrations, many in full
color, selected from a wide variety of
contemporary artists and photographers, both professional and amateur.
Designed for the popular market, the
book caters to current ethnic anti-establishmentarianism without being crassly
plebian. The author, a Texas freelance
writer, consulted the standard sources
and recognized scholars in the field ,
producing a text which is, so far as it
goes, both factually accurate and deeply
absorbing. As to be expected, the heroes
are all red and the villains all white, but
the entertaining narrative judiciously
skirts most of the interpretative pitfalls
of Indian history. Even the term "chief"
is used with caution, although an occasional ill-advised caption (i.e. , "Chief
Joseph . . . the Indian Napoleon") makes
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false comparisons and reinforces myths
the text has carefully tried to avoid.
Unfortunately the very subject lends
itself to oversimplification, and by concentrating on Plains Indians the book
tends to perpetuate the noble savage/
warrior stereotype. The same might also
be said for The Indians, an earlier
volume in the series by the same author .
A third book on western Indians
without horses or warlike traditions
would help the perspective . But, despite
this caution, The Great Chiefs is sound
and worth the price. Western history
aficionados should find it totally engrossing from the first series of beautiful
Catlin reproductions to the last grisly
photos of the cleanup after Wounded
Knee .
Ron Limbaugh, Professor of History,
College of the Pacific.
SHANANDITTI : The Last of the Beothucks, by Keith Winter. (Vermont,
David & Charles, 1975. 160p., illus.,
port ., maps, diagrs ., bibliog., index.
$10.95)
Throughout history, as Toynbee has
noted, contacts between cultures have
as often resulted in the subjugation or
annihilation of one group as peaceful
coexistence . For many of the aboriginal
populations of the Americas the European Age of Discovery and subsequent
colonization was lethal. The case in
point here is the decimation and

eventual total genocide of the Beothucks, a Newfoundland Amerindian
population once estimated at nearly
50,000 (ca. 1500).
Substantially little is known about the
Boethuck; information concerning their
language-affiliations, racial origins, kin ship system and other more technical
aspects of their culture is fragmentary,
vague, or contradictory. This book does
not in any way attempt to deal with
such concerns; it is the story of how an
adventuresome philanthropist, William
Epps Cormack, discovered young Shananditti, the last known survivor of the
tribe . Realizing how valuable her
testimony might be to future generations, he attempted to record her biography. Through her sketches and imprecise translations (she learned English)
Cormack gained a limited but important insight into a society already dead.
The Beothuck attrition began in the
1500's with Portuguese slave-raids, an
activity continued by the French and
Spanish for nearly forty years. By the late
1700's a permanent European population of over 10,000, mostly English, made
Newfoundland a major fishing center.
The same sense of isolation and rugged
individualism which characterized the
frontier mentality in the American West
was present on this sub-Arctic island, and
it gave rise to the same injustices, indiscriminate slaughter, and "sport-hunting" of the Beothuck as have been
chronicled in California. Theodora
Krober's eloquent Ishi provides a sad
parallel; in the same way that Ishi came
to epitomize the "last free aboriginal in
North America" the only remaining
Yana tribal member, Shananditti, was
the last living link with the Beothuck.
The story is not pleasant, nor particularly well told, but the sense of tragedy
is immediate and complete. At her birth
in 1801 the Beothuck numbered less
than 200, by the time pf her death from
tuberculosis in June 1829 she was the
only known survivor. Unfortunately,
the elicitation of information by Cormack did not begin until her final

winter (1828-29) and many of Cormack's notes, his ethnographic collections of artifacts, and many of
Shananditti's sketches have been lost.
While the extant materials are tantalizing, they are incomplete and impressionistic.
The situation is not helped by the
author's attempt to link the Beothuck
with Egyptian sun worship through the
form of some ceremonial stoves and
burial practices. It indicates the ama teur's enthusiasm for a theory similar to
that made popular by Grafton Elliott
Smith and the Heliocentric school of
archeology which held that all civilization came from the Middle Eastern
river valleys. Subsequent intensive investigations have failed to confirm any
part of this theory, particularly any
Amerindian descent .
There are several photographs with out captions (pgs. 118-119.) But these
are minor distractions compared to the
service Winter has performed in making
the biography of the last Beothuck
Indian of Newfoundland available.
Shananditti is but one more example in
an extensive literature of extermination,
but this is no reason not to read and
understand the book. Shananditti is
history; as you read this, genocide
against the Amerindian continues
today in the Southern American jungles
of Brazil and Venezuela .
Bruce Labrack, Callison College.
YESTERDAY'S CALIFORNIA, by Russ
Leadabrand, Shelly Lowenkopf and
Bryce Patterson. (Miami, Fla., E. A.
Seeman Publishing Co ., 1975. 272p.,
photographs, engravings, maps,
$4 .95)
These authors have made a great contribution to the knowledge and understanding of the entire spectrum of
California history by collecting 511
authentic historical photographs, engravings, drawings and maps of how
the state developed. California, with its
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great variety of geography and topography, with mountains, valleys, rivers and
deserts, has been the setting for more
varied human experiences than perhaps
any other state. Peoples of many varied
cultures met and mingled here. The
West ended on the 1200 mile shore of
California's rugged coastline. The
authors, by searching for pictures from
many places and sources seldom seen by
the average reader, have done a great
service. Many of the original pictures
must have been of poor quality, yet the
publishers have achieved a high standard of reproduction. You'll enjoy this
publication and want it on your shelves
for reference and enjoyment.
R. Coke Wood, University of the
Pacific.
FROM THIS MOUNTAIN - Cerro
Gordo, by Robert C . Likes and Glenn
R. Day. (Bishop, CA, Chalfant Press,
1975. 86p., ill us., ports., maps,
diagrs. $6.50, paper $3.95)
These two authors have done a great
job researching and publishing the exciting story of one .of the great silver
mining communities in California or the
West. As a boy living in Bishop, I heard
many stories about the richness of the
mines at Cerro Gordo, but little reliable
complete information was ever written.
The authors have put together the
whole story of Cerro Gordo (Fat Mountain) from its discovery in the 1860's to
the 1930's. It is a dramatic story of
competition between rival mining interests in a desert area where for many
years fuel and water for the smelters had
to be brought in from a distance by pack
trains of burros. They have also told a
good deal of the history of the surrounding area, such as the building of the
boats that operated on the now dry
Owens Lake and the great earthquake
in Owens Valley in 1872. During the
time that the silver mining town of
Bodie was developing its reputation as
the worst camp in the West, Cerro
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Gordo was giving it competition for that
dubious honor.
With our inflated values today the
$17,000,000 in silver and lead produced
by the Cerro Gordo mines doesn't seem
to be very amazing, but at a time
when an entire modern mill could be
built for $25,000 and wages were $4 .00
a day for a 10 to 12 hour shift, this total
production was amazing.
Likes and Day have made a fine contribution to the historical literature of
the West. I recommend it highly.
R. Coke Wood, University of the
Pacific.
SAN DIEGO COUNTY PLACE
NAMES, by Lou Stein . (San Diego,
Tofua Press, 1975. 163p., map, bibHog. $9.95, paper $4.95)
This is the first book published on
names related to San Diego County, so
that one must commend the author for
his achievement, even though the total
work falls short of ideal.
There are over six hundred solid
entries, but we were disappointed that
so many of our favorite spots whose
remembered names stirred curiosity
were not to be found. "Obsolete and
vanished place names of earlier settlements are not included. Also . .. placenames of neighborhoods, subdivisions,
state or county beaches and parks,
monuments, city streets and highways."
That leaves out a loti We also grieved
that over five percent were given as still
unexplainable, while another five percent are of the "East Butte. This is a
land feature . . . " type. Approximate
locations of these features, however,
are given.
We wondered, too, about the dozen
and a half black-bordered "Historical
Notes and Memos" scattered through
the pages as though to relieve the
supposed monotony of an otherwise
unbroken alphabetic string of paragraphs. There is no apparent connection
with the theme of a tidbit and its place

in the book - and no way to find it
again.
Author Stein closes his foreword:
"Manifestly this compilation is not a
definitive work - only a beginning . I
hope this book will encourage further
work and study." We join in this hope,
and urge him to continue the good work.
Meg (born in San Diego) and Art
Swann, UOP, formerly at California
Western University.
RAILROADS OF THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI WEST; A Selected Bibliography of Books, compiled by Donovan
L . Hofsommer. (Plainview, Texas,
79072, Llano Estacado Museum at
Wayland College, 1976. 92p., illus.,
index. paper, $2.50)
This publication is effectively the
third edition of the bibliography of
western railroads published by the
Llano Estacado Museum, its two predecessors dating from 1973 and 1974. It is
a pity that after three editions over such
a short space of time, we have not been
given a bibliography of greater value.
Although the title specifies "selected,"
one is unsure of the basis of selection;
the listing contains both old and new
works, books and theses, but specifically
excludes journal articles. But it is simply
a listing, ordered into some basic categories (major companies, passenger
service, motive power, robber barons)
but with no annotations, save for a simple phrase or sentence here and there.
Given the variety of quality in the publications in railroad history, an annotated
bibliography would be of greater value
to a researcher, but in its present form
this particular work is only a quick
check-list of titles which might save a
reader or researcher a little time.
Roger Barnett, University of the
Pacific.
THE COPPER SPIKE, by Lone E .
Janson . (Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, 1975.

176p. , illus ., ports. , maps, bibliography, facsims. , index. paper, $5.95)
This is a well-written and wellillustrated history of one of Alaska's
earlier ventures into the harsh interior in
search of mineral wealth : a history of
the construction and operation of the
Copper River and Northwestern Railroad from Cordova on the coast to the
copper mines at Kennicott, a distance of
some 150 miles through rugged mountains. Mr. Janson has done a superb job
of giving us the history of this challenging work, documented to the full from
contemporary sources, and magnificently illustrated. For the student of
Alaska history this work is surely a must.
In the more general sense also, such
work is of value to other readers who
have followed the disputes over the
desirability of exploiting the oil of
Alaska's North Slope, particularly as it
implied the building of the Trans-Alaska
pipeline. The same sense of the inevitability of development, the same
pressures from the same entrepreneurs
to attack and conquer this inhospitable
and forbidding land existed seventy
years ago and still do today. True, we
now do this kind of frontier work with
more equipment and creature comforts but one gets the feeling Alaska has not
changed that much. Above all, the same
sense of the unknown and unexpected
and the same degree of error and money
waste still occur today, just as they did
with a venture which was of as striking
proportions for its time . The line was
the Alaska pipeline of its day , and although history may not repeat itself, by
reading of a venture such as this in the
not so distant past, we may gain a
heightened awareness of what the
contemporary issues on the frontier are
all about. A local historian who can do
this is doing a first-class job . The book is
highly recommended therefore to all of
you interested in the theme of the challenge of the harsh frontier - past and
present.
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One minor criticism, from a reviewer
who is a geographer, is that the work
would have been much improved with
more maps and plans . The reader can
always use his own; included with the
book, however, they make reading
much easier and more agreeable.
Roger Barnett, University of the
Pacific.
PORT LOS ANGELES, A Phenomenon
of the Railroad Era, by Ernest Marquez. (San Marino, CA, Golden West
Books, 1975. 148p., illus., ports.,
maps, facsirns . , bibliog., index.
$1 2.95)
Ernest Marquez, a direct descendant
of the grantee of the Mexican land grant
in the Santa Monica area, has written a
history of the abortive attempt to build
the port of Los Angeles at Santa Monica
rather than at San Pedro. Although not
a scholar or writer, as he tells us in the
preface, he has none the less pursued his
research into the lands of his ancestors
with such a degree of interest and en thusiasm that he has produced a fine
piece of local history . He has profited
well by consulting professionals, and the
book is worthy of their combined
efforts. He has been able to draw on a
fine collection of maps and photographs
in his family 's possession, and has admirably supplemented them with a
meticulous search for illustrative maps ,
documents, and photographs from other
collections. The text is readable and
informative, though not footnoted.
However, a short bibliography is provided for those wishing to investigate
further.
The most important thing about the
book, for this reviewer, was its fine
development of a sense of history and
place, for which the technical quality of
the publication is also responsible. This
is a book well-endowed with maps,
diagrams, and detailed plans which
would permit a reader to spend days in
the field in the area of these nowvanished port and transportation facili-

214

ties. The dark sepia-tone of the photographic reproductions also adds a
pleasant touch. All in all, this is a book
that every serious student of California
local history should consider owning.
Roger Barnett, University of the
Pacific.
HERITAGE FRESNO, Homes and People, by the Historic Homes Committee, Fresno Branch, American
Association of University Women .
(Fresno, The Association, 1975 .
116p., illus., diagrs. , bibliog., index .
$8.45)
The Fresno Chapter of the American
Association of University Women has
presented us with a pictorial history of
the older and larger houses in Fresno
and some of the nearby Fresno county
towns as their contribution to the
American bicentennial. The photograph
(or in a few cases photographs) of each
property is accompanied by some
short paragraphs concerning age of construction and biographical notes on the
occupants. Given the extremely rapid
growth of Fresno in the less than one
hundred years of its existence, the book
will prove a valuable record of surviving
houses - many of which are probably
destined to fall to a demolition crew in
the foreseeable future. This is a worthy
effort which might well be followed
sometime by a more thorough work
using maps, plats, house plans and illustrations from contemporary sources .
Roger Barnett, University of the
Pacific.
VOYAGE OF THE EYE, by Brett
Weston. Afterword by Beaumont
Newhall. (New York, Aperture, Inc.
1975. 103p., chiefly ill us., chronology, selected bibliography. $20.00)
Beginning with a plate facing a quotation from one of Emerson's essays,
Brett Weston's book shows the remarkable union of strength and delicacy
attainable when a trained eye and
skilled hand corn bine to record beauty.

The photographs begin with visual
abstractions following a verse from
Robinson Jeffers' Cawdor. The erosive
actions of wind and water are clearly
evident in the abstract forms which fol low. The reason for including Hart
Crane's "Voyages," however, is less
clear, since there is no perceptible unifying theme between the poem's six
sections and the pictures on the facing
pages or the respective following pages .
It left this observer distracted and
puzzled as to why that particular poetry
is included in a book whose unifying
theme is simple - fine photographs of
strength and beauty , well printed.
Nancy Newhall's acknowledged title
for the book is a good one. The eye
voyages not only to three continents, but
also to the nearby and mundane . Hopefully, the reader-viewers might be able
to train their own eyes to take similar
voyages as they move far and near with
sensitivity.
This is a book which must be savored,
there being no index or table of contents
for either stanzas of poems or titled photographs . It is not as the dust jacket
claims, "a testament to Brett Weston's
fifty years of evolving vision," because
no evolution is readily seen by the
arrangement of the prints.
The "Afterword" by Beaumont New hall is well done, verbally and visually,
and could have easily been a foreword
to introduce the human side of the artist
to the reader-viewer.
Voyage of the Eye is particularly recommended to those who want to get
close to the possibilities of fine black and
white photography but who cannot
afford to pay the price of photographic
originals.

0 . Boyd Mathias, Callison College,
UOP.
CALIFORNIA'S SPANISH MISSIONS,
Their Yesterdays and Todays, by
Spencer Crump. With Illustrations
from Historical Archives, Supplemented by Modern Photographs.

(Corona del Mar, CA, Trans-Anglo
Books, 1975. 96p ., illus., map , facsims, index. $6.95)
The author has performed an excellent service for the casual reader or
visitor to the twenty-one Spanish missions of California by preparing this
short, attractive history of the missions.
His summary of the Spanish background
for the establishment of the missions, the
life of the Indians in the missions and
the period of decay and restoration gives
an excellent overall understanding of
the missions in California history.
To this is added an interesting historical sketch of each mission with good
pictures of the past as well as the present
mission buildings. There are over one
hundred of these illustrations, making it
almost an album .
After leading the Annual University of
the Pacific Mission Tour to the Spanish
Missions during the Easter vacation for
thirteen years, I have learned to appreciate these old missions and to love the
dedicated padres who made them possible. I am glad Spencer Crump has
compiled and written this excellent book
on the missions, and I will recommend it
to all my students and to the public in
general. He has made a real practical
contribution to our mission literature .
R. Coke Wood, Director, Pacific
Center for Western Studies, UOP.
SANTIAGO VIDAURRI AND THE
SOUTHERN CONFEDERACY, by
Ronnie C. Tyler . (Austin, Texas State
Historical Association, 1973. 196p .,
illus ., ports., map, facsims ., bibliog .,
index. $8.00
While previous works have treated
Confederate expatriates in Mexico,
British Honduras, and Brazil, this
volume by Tyler concerns Confederate
activities in one Mexican region during
the sectional conflict in the Un ited
States. The South sent Jose Agustin
Quintero, a Cuban-born Texan, to
Monterrey to establish relations with the
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self-seeking Santiago Vidaurri, an ad mirer of the confederate form of government and a dominant political power in
northeastern Mexico. In the pages that
follow, the reader witnesses the successful unfolding of a diplomatic mission
crucial for the southerners intertwined
in a narrative of the peaks and valleys of
Vidaurri's political life. The Quintero
mission made it possible for the southern
states to ship their cotton to world
markets through Mexican ports. With
these vital revenues, the Confederacy
was able to purchase necessary war
materials and reward Vidaurri and his
henchmen. The collaboration flourished
in 1862 and 1863, until Union strategy
closed the "Mexican Connection" of the
Confederates by taking Brownsville,
Texas, across the Rio Grande river from
Matamoros, Mexico.
The Confederate loss of the war was
costly to Vidaurri. Even more ill-fated
than his support for the Confederate
cause was his decision to drop his intermittent support for the great Mexican
liberal, Benito Juarez, and join the
French-backed Emperor Maximilian .
The Juarez forces caught both of them
and placed each one before a firing
squad.
Tyler has stretched commonly accepted definitions of such terms em ployed in Mexican studies as "caudillo"
and "north," but most seriously of all, it
is a gross exaggeration to repeatedly call
Benito Juarez a "centralist." It also
would have helped the reader to know
of the distinction Mexicans make between loyalty to the "Patria Chica"
(region) and "Patria Grande" (nation).
Although both Texas and California
were once integral parts of Mexico, that
fact seems to have had more impact on
recent historical research in Texas than
on similar studies in the Pacific coastal
area . Both the volume under review and
its ample bibliography reflect positively
on Texans' interest in Mexico. The
references made by Tyler to the separatist movement in northeastern Mexico make this work an especially useful -
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source on a little-known phenomenon.
The illustrations are helpful in recreating an era in borderlands history.
Dr. Larry L . Pippin, Covell College.
WILLIAM STEW ART YOUNG, 18591937: BUILDER OF CALIFORNIA
INSTITUTIONS, An Intimate Biography, by Nellie May Young. (Glen dale, The Arthur H. Clark Company,
1967. 196p., photographs, ports.,
index. $7.95)
William Stewart Young was not only
a California preacher but also a farsighted and effective administrator. In
his Presbyterian ministry, he built
churches in Glendale, Boyle Heights
and Los Angeles (Knox Church at
Thirtieth Street). During his halfcentury of active membership in the Los
Angeles Presbytery, Young served in
many positions, including thirty-eight
years as Stated Clerk.
Young encouraged the creation of two
important Los Angeles institutions - Occidental College and the Hollenbeck
Home. In 1885 he called together
leaders of the community to consider the
formation of a college, and on April 20,
1887 Articles of Incorporation were filed
for the school, which was first located in
Occidental Heights. Until his death in
1937 Young gave vision, courage, and
enthusiasm as Secretary of the Board of
Trustees and also as President of the
College 1905-06.
Young worked with Mrs Elizabeth
Hollenbeck to establish a trust in 1890
for the Hollenbeck Home, a non-profit
retirement home. Later he served as a
trustee and in 1906 became Superintendent of the Home. In addition to
these interests he was active in founding
Monte Vista Grove Home in 1924, a
Pasadena facility created for retired
Presbyterian ministers and missionaries.
Also at this time he was a trustee and
vice-president of the Olmstead Memorial Hospital, which grew to become
Presbyterian Hospital of Los Angeles .

In preparing this family history,
Nellie Young has included many direct
quotations from her father-in -law's
personal diaries and other family
papers, autobiographical notes, and
letters . She has not included full documentation . but the numerous quotations
should provide the serious scholar with a
background for further research.
Haworth A.
the Pacific.

Clover, University of

JOURNAL OF A TRIP TO CALIFORNIA - Across the Continent from
Weston, Missouri, to Weber Creek
California, in the Summer of 1850,
by Charles W. Smith, as edited by
R. W. G. Vail. (Fairfield, Wash.,
Ye Galleon Press, 19'14. 79p. $5 .00)
THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH
OVERLAND DIARY OF BYRON N.
McKINSTRY: 1850-1852, with a
biographical sketch and comment on
a modern tracing of his overland
travel by his grandson, Bruce L.
McKinstry. (Glendale, CA, The
Arthur H. Clark Company, 1975.
401p., illus., port., facsims. American Trails Series, X. $15.00)
Here are two travel diaries which give
us more first-hand evidence of just what
"going Overland" to California was like
in the year 1850. Stripped of the glamor
of Western mythmaking, they are not
accounts of heroic adventure so much as
accounts of ordeal endured by patient
and resilient men.
The Smith journal offers a series of
rapid but well-focused pictures which
end abruptly with the author's arrival in
California. This little book was originally published by the Cadmus Book
Shop of New York City in 1921 and the
compact episodes of Westering which it
presents merits its reprinting. It is a
book which is quickly read for its
authentic flavor, if not its insight.
The McKinstry Overland Diary offers
a more detailed panorama of the Con-

tinental crossing and of daily life in a
California gold camp. The diary has
been "completed" by editor and grandson Bruce McKinstry's modern retracing
of his grandfather's original route and
by his biographical portrait of that old
Argonaut.
Few grandfathers have been so well
served by their grandsons, for in this big
book the generations meet and the gap
of a hundred and twenty-five years is
closed . It is an impressive achievement,
a linking of past and present in one
historical continuum . This remarkable
book, the product of painstaking historical and geographical research, is a
monument which the dour and obdurate Byron himself would not have
spurned.
Howard Lachtman.
THE DESTRUCTION OF CALIFORNIA INDIANS, edited by Robert F.
Heizer . (Salt Lake City, Peregrine
Smith, Inc. , 1974. ix, 321p . , illus .,
documentary sources. $10.00)
To students of California anthropology, the name Heizer is synonymous
with accurate, factual reporting on the
native Californians. This book, like so
many Heizer originals, is loaded with
informational nuggets relating to the
effective liquidation of the California
Indians between 1847 and 1865. Drawing from original newspaper articles,
letters and records of the War Department and the U.S. National Archives,
Heizer has skillfully woven the horror
story of these peoples' tragic destruction
at the hand of the whites via homicide,
starvation and disease.
Each document contained in the
volume graphically highlights the nineteenth century psychology regarding the
native Californian position within the
larger Anglo world. In the all too brief
sampling of materials contained in the
volume, Heizer has managed to reveal
long forgotten sources useful to both student and professional. With the recent
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surge of interest in the native Americans,
a notable area of research has been the
clash of cultures. Nowhere is this confrontation more tragic than in California, and Heizer poignantly draws the
reader through the destructive agony of
a peaceful, non -violent people.
Readers will be disappointed that
there is not a good, up-to-date bibliography and will especially regret that,
because there is no index, much of the
carefully assembled material is unavailable. It is also to be regretted that
Heizer, surely the Dean of California
Indian Studies, did not, instead of brief
connective passages, provide a comprehensive article on native California
history which would have placed his
documents in a wider context .
Despite these defects, the volume is a
solid contribution to native California
studies . It is not the type of book that
one reads from cover to cover and easily
forgets . The book will remain a primary
source for some time .
Michael D. Seelye, San Joaquin Delta
College.
DEVIL ON HORSEBACK; A Biography of the "Notorious" Jack Powers,
by Dudley T . Ross . (Fresno, Valley
Publishers, 1975. 185p., illus. (chiefly
facsims.) , bibliography, index.
$7 .95)
In
California's
young
days
(1847-1858) there were hordes of "nobodies," names completely forgotten in
history. There were also goodly num bers of somebodies, whose life stories
and contributions to culture are well
recorded by historians. And there are
the in -betweens, people who had a mo ment or so of glory, lived out a famous
incident, came into momentary prominence and faded out as they faded in.
Jack Powers could be one such, had
not Dudley Ross become intrigued with
one incident and began the hunt record ed in Devil on Horseback. Coming to
California as a New York Volunteer
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(Stevenson regiment) - and staying on
thru the period of the hounds, the regu lators and the vigilantes, Powers was
alternately one of them and also one of
their reasons for being; a respectable
outlaw at times - a friend of big politics a hero of the sporting set - a lit igant in
Santa Barbara Missions land settlement
cases. A prodigious athlete, his greatest
feat was his 150 mile horseback ride on
untrained ponies in 6 hrs., 43 min. 31
sec. Probably both brigand and protector from brigands along El Camino
Real (San Luis Obispo region), with a
price on his head and warrants for his
arrest , he escaped (by boat) to Mexico
where he probably could have lived out
a healthy life in Hermosillo. He
couldn't, however, resist getting back
into the horse trading business - and was
killed in Arizona by Mexican peons in an
insignificant argument, "an ignominious
end to a man both "notorious" and
" renowned." His epitaph by an
Arizonian: "The deceased was a prominent sporting man in California some
years since. His history there is, I
presume, well known ."
Arthur W. Swann, University of the
Pacific .
THE PLAINS APACHE, by Joh n Up ton Terrell. (New York, Thomas Y.
Crowell Company, 1975. 244p., bibliography, index. $7 .95 ;
John Upton Terrell is a leading
scholar on the American Indian and this
well -written book on the Apache covers
the 300 year history of these people from
the time that the fi rst Spanish m issionaries arrived until the Plains Apache
were nearly destroyed by the U. S. Army
in the nineteenth century. Using extracts
from contemporary accounts of Spanish
and French expeditions, including
letters to newspapers, journals, govern ment reports and personal d ia ries, the
author tells of the Apache's wandering
life, their economy and their culture .
Terrell says that he has made a con -

scientious effort to portray the Plains
Apache as they lived in their traditional
homeland, the High Plains south of the
Rocky Mountains. From Castaneda's
narrative of the Coronado Expedition
(16th century) the author concludes
that the Plains Apache had better
physiques than the Pueblos and other
reports agree with him. They ate the
meat of animals both roasted and raw
and they traveled "like Arabs with their
tents and troops of dogs loaded with
poles and having Moorish pack-saddles
with girths."
Speaking of the women of the Plains
Apache Castaneda saw: "an Indian girl
who was as white as a Castilian lady
except that she had her chin painted like
a Moorish woman. In general, they
paint themselves this way and decorate
their eyes. "Marriage w·as a contract
between two families where each
member of the partnership had duties
not only to the mate but to the mate's
family. The courting ceremony included
the use of the flute. The marriage ceremony was private. Out of buffalo hide,
a basin was made and filled with water,

and the bride and groom stood in the
water for a time holding hands. They
then returned to the bride's village
where a public dance was held.
Fray Alonzo de Benevides reported
that the Apache were a "People very
fiery and bellicose, and very crafty in
war. They have no more idolatry than
that of the Sun, and even that is not
ge:1eral to all of them; and they scoff
much at the other nations which have
idols. They are wont to have as many
wives as they can support; and upon her
whom they find in adultry, they
irremissibly execute their law, which is
to cut off her ears and nose; and they
repudiate her. "
During the 18th Century, the Pawnees, aided by the French, fought the
Apache and drove them farther and
farther south until today, the last
vestiges of the once powerful Indian
tribe lives in New Mexico. This is the
tribal division, the Jicarilla or basket
weavers .
Martha Seffer O'Bryon, University of
the Pacific .

The Pacific Center for Western Studies

Monographs Available
3. CHEYENNE AND SIOUX. By Indian Eyewitnesses

$5.50

The first hand accounts encompass a century of Cheyenne and Sioux history from the prehorse culture of the 1830's to the last reservation days before the Indian New Deal. This is oral
history before tape recorders , compiled by Dr. Thomas B. Marquis in the late 1920's and
edited by Dr. R. L. Limbaugh. Inc luded is a 23 photo portrait gallery of reservation life in the
early 20th century.

4. MARTIN MURPHY JR: CALIFORNIA PIONEER 1844-1884,
By Sister Gabrielle Sullivan

$4.50

Sister Gabrielle completed this research on Martin Murphy Jr. from original sources. Not
since Bancroft's mention of Murphy has any other new information been brought to l ight until
this Monograph was written.

5. KING. OF THE MOUNTAINS, By James M. Shebl

$4.50

Clarence King (1842-1901 ). After graduating from Yale's Sheffield Scientific School King came
across the continent on horseback and joined J . D. W hitney's California Geographical Survey.
From this experience he went on to organize and accomplish the 40th parallel survey from the
Eastern side of the Rockies to the Western side of the Sierras. Includes two original drawings
by B. F. Bjorklund .

6. KASSAI, By Reginald R. Stuart

$7.50

KASSAI is the story of a young African Trader, Raoul de Premorel , who sets up an African
trade center for the Congolia Company during the early 20th century .

7. WILLIAM MULHOLLAND, A FORGOTTEN .FOREFATHER.
By Robert William Matson

$7.00

William Mulholland served the city of Los Angeles when the search for water was going on
and was in charge of water when the St. Francis dam failed. Mulholland stands among the
pioneers of Los Angeles who had the rare combination of professional ability and personal
magnetism.
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Notes From The Book Editor
Ernestine Smutny, Book Editor
MUYBRIDGE: Man in Motion, by
Robert Bartlett Hass. (Berkeley, Los
Angeles, University of California
Press, 1976. 207p., illus., ports., fac sims. $18.50)
Eadweard James Muybridge, born
Edward James Muggeridge in Kingstonon-Thames, is best known for his photographs of men and animals in motion
(especially the famous view of the
trotting horse with all four feet off the
ground at once.) He was, however, a
complex and gifted man whose life reads
more strangely than fiction. Turning to
photography after a brief career as a
commission agent for books in New York
and San Francisco, he soon established
himself as an outstanding artist in the
composition and quality of his work. His
pictures of San Francisco, Yosemite,
Sonoma, Panama, Central America and
Mexico established his reputation . But,
already fascinated by motion (he first
photographed running horses in ·1872)
he turned his talents to the development
of sequentially triggered still cameras ,
becoming the first "to develop a
practical system for taking a series of instantaneous photographs in rapid motion" and the first to project these upon
a screen, commercially, for large audiences, using a device which he himself
built.
INTRODUCTION TO MUSEUM
WORK, by G. Ellis Burcaw . (Nashville, The American Association for
State and Local History, 1975. 202p.,
ill us., "Resources" list, index . paper;
$6.50, AASLH Members $5.00)
While the author states in his Preface
that his work is not meant to be a
complete textbook for museum workers,
it will certainly be an excellent introduction to the field for those interested in
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entering museum work, as well as a useful guide for those who have had little
opportunity for training. Theory, definitions, and philosophical issues are discussed and clarified. The care and
exhibition of collections, interpretation
of the collections to the public, the
physical design a nd arrangements of
buildings, security and maintenance are
among the topics discussed. Even
though you or the associations to which
you belong may not have a museum,
you will still learn much from this wellwritten handbook.
A DIVIDED SOCIETY: Tasmania During World War I, by Marilyn Lake .
(Carelton, Vic., Melbourne University Press, distributed by International
Scholarly Book Services, 1976. 213p .,
illus., bibliography, index. $20.00)
When war was declared in 1914 Tasmania soon found its people divided on
several issues. Not only did many oppose
the war and the growing need for conscription, the dominant English majority turned against the German
minority (even though many were
naturalized citizens,) the "white Austra lian" zealots railed against the possibility
of imported non-white labor, and a
bitter Protestant-Catholic quarrel burgeoned. The loss of markets caused a
severe labor dislocation, and few indeed
were those not affected in some degree.
In spite of all this, Lake notes, the
war, "also acted as a b inding force - it
was the first great event shared by all
Australians. . . . As a result of it the
Tasmanians were to feel closer to their
fellow Australians . . . it had made
Australia a nation."
THE WATER SEEKERS, by Remi A.
Nadeau. (Santa Barbara and Salt
Lake City, Peregrine Smith, 1974 .

299p.,
$4.95)

illus .,

port.,

map .

paper

Previously available only in hard
cover (Pacific Historian, Summer 1975,
p. 189) The Water Seekers has now been
reprinted in sturdy paperback by the
Chalfant Press, so that now it will have
an even wider appeal than before.
BEYOND THE NORTH WIND, by
Joseph James Shomon. (South Brunswick and New York, A. S. Barnes and
Company, 1974. 168p., illus. (part
col.) $10.00)
Shomon loves the Arctic, and his purpose in writing Beyond the North Wind
was to "bring some fresh insight to the
reader on the northland, to correct
many of the mis-impressions that people
have about the Arctic, and to help foster
a better appreciation of the natural
tundra world and its life." The ecosystem of the Arctic world is fragile and
precariously balanced, and too much
interference by man can easily upset
that balance. As the reader shares Shomon's travels for recreation or research
he gains an appreciation and respect for
the hardy plants, birds and animals that
not only survive but flourish and multiply under the very specialized conditions of the land "beyond the north
wind ."
INTERPRETATION OF HISTORIC
SITES, by William T. Alderson and
Shirley Payne Low. (Nashville, American Association for State and Local
History, 1976. 189p., illus ., appen dices, bibliog., index . paper, $6.00;
AASLH members $4 .50)
Alderson and Low have succeeded
admirably in producing a clear, com prehensive, and interesting handbook
for institutions or organizations needing
assistance in making historic sites mean ingful to the "outsiders" who come to
visit them.

Beginning with the choice of the site
itself, they discuss objectives, techniques,
alternate methods of interpretation,
types of visitors, selection and training
of interpreters, security, and evaluation
of effectiveness, as well as the peripheral
matters of publicity and a sales desk .
The appendices give a graphic account "of the way an interpretation of
an historic site evolves - a recognizable,
step-by-step, how-it-can-be-done approach." The first Appendix describes
the whole process of acquisition through
evaluation, while Appendix 2 is a fully
developed model interpretation.
The authors state in their preface that
this book is only a beginning, but it will
go far in closing the "gap in the literature of the historic presentation movement."'
THE
EMERGENT
COMMONWEALTH, Australian Federation:
Expectation and Fulfillment 18891940, by R . Norris . (Carlton, Victoria, Melbourne University Press,
1975. 273p ., illus., ports., facsims .,
bibliography, index . $22.50)
In his opening chapter Norris discusses the federation movement and the
Federal Convention which framed the
Constitution Bill. He is particularly
interested to learn whether the three
most important areas of policy in the
early years of the Commonwealth white Australia, defense, and socioindustrial welfare - developed as they
did because of the original intent of the
colonial delegates or whether the radical
legislation enacted regarding these areas
went beyond that intent. Certainly the
Labor Party skillfully exerted its power
to alter radically the course that federal
policy took. The federal machine itself
proved to be more powerful than expected, and the Commonwealth Parliament quickly gained a dominent . role in
Australian politics.
TREASURE TRAILS I N THE USA
1776-1976, edited by Epsy Johnson
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for the National Extension Homem akers Council. (Aberdeen, S.D . ,
North Plains Press, 1975. 217p., illus.,
maps. paper, $4.95)
For the past several years the members of the Home Demonstration Clubs
have been gathering information on
their states to compile a record of historical areas that are least known in
order to publish a bicentennial tribute .
Each of the State units is prefaced
with a page of history, the state motto,
bird, flower, sources of information and
a picture, followed by a numbered map,
a list of the historic sites indicated by the
numbers, and a page of photographs.
Obviously, since the scope is so broad
and the space so limited no details can
be given, and it is easy for each reader to
wish that other points of interest had
been included. For example, in California there are no references to the great
Central Valley with its highly developed
agriculture and its buffalo and beefalo
herds, though the already well-known
Los Angeles area is well represented.
However, it is a good "browsing
book" which will highlight many points
of interest in our fifty states.
A

PICTORIAL GUIDEBOOK TO
MOUNT DIABLO, the "Devil Mountain" of California, by Charles A.
Bohakel. (Antioch, published by
author, 1975. 20p., illus., maps,
diagrs., bibliography. Second revised
edition. paper, $2.00)

Bohakel is a history/geology major
with an intense interest in the California
land and heritage. This revised edition
of his guide to Mount Diablo deals with
geology, ecology and history, and
contains about twenty-eight illustrative
historica l photographs, maps and
sketches . It is simply written, and except
for a few of the more technical geological details, could be read by intermediate school children as well as by
adults.
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WE AMERICANS, A Volume in the
Story of Man Library. Prepared by
National Geographic Book Service,
Jules B. Billard, Chief, Thomas B.
Allen, Editor .... (Washington, D .C.,
1975. 456p ., ill us . (part col.), ports .,
facsims ., bibliographical and reference notes, index. $9.95)
Printed entirely on paper designed to
reproduce pictures well, this handsome
volume boasts 659 illustrations, 439 of
which are photographs. The kaleidescopic table of contents ranges from
"Picturing Our Past" to "The Fertile
Machine," covering along the way not
only the main thread of our history but
also our social life and customs, our
national origins, our educational and
economic life, our politics, schools, the
automobile mystique and sports.
Few are the pages without pictures
(usually these have chapter headings!)
and the pictures are truly superb . Even
so, they support rather than dominate
the text, which includes an astonishing
range of information and interpretation
for so large a subject.
Nineteen of the twenty-three chapters
are by well-known scholars and specialists, all of whom share a talent for presenting their material in so beguiling a
fashion that it is hard to stop reading.
But you must read this tome before you
retire - its six pounds of solid worth do
not make it a good candidate for read ing in bed.
IMAGES OF ETHNIC AND RADICAL
VIOLENCE IN CALIFORNIA
POLITICS, 1917-1930, by Howard
A. DeWitt . (San Francisco, R . and E.
Research Associates, 1975. 136p.,
paper, $9.00)
DeWitt has examined an enormous
mass of ~anuscripts and printed materials in this study of California politics.
He traces the shift toward anti -radical
and anti-foreign politics which developed after World War I, detailing the

"paranoid" fixation of many of the
leaders. There are many interesting
parallels between this period and the
more recent past: the Ku Klux Klan and
the Better America Federation compare
to the John Birch Society and the antibusing organizations, the Industrial
Workers of the World to the United
Farm Workers, for example.
Unfortunately, DeWitt covers so
much ground that none of the various
movements is given careful analytical
study, although each chapter has an extensive bibliography which would form
bases for such analysis.

For many years Msgr. Weber has collected materials on the history of the
Catholic Church in the United States.
Although he has not yet been able to
publish a complete history, much of the
research was published in Twin Circle
Magazine (fifty vignettes) and in the
Homiletic and Pastoral Review (three
essays). All this material, together with
a final essay on Catholic themes in
America stamps, are reprinted in this attractive volume. Not as Californiaoriented as much of his work, this collection will still be of value to many
libraries and students of history.

COLOMBO'S LITTLE BOOK OF
CANADIAN PROVERBS, GRAFFITTI, LIMERICKS AND OTHER
VITAL MATTERS, compiled by
John Robert Colombo; illustrations
by Peter Whalley and David J. Shaw .
(Edmonton, Alberta, Hurtig, 1975 .
143p., illus. paper, $3.95)

REMEMBERING ALAMO . . . and
Other Things Along the Way, by
Virgie V . Jones . (Alamo, CA, MorrisBurt Press, 1975. 223p., illus ., ports. ,
maps. Endorsed by the Contra Costa
Bicentennial Committee. $15.00)

Here is an opportunity to compare
Canadian and American humor - you
will find there is not too much difference. It includes some native and some
traditional lore in addition to newspaper bloopers, bumper stickers, etc.,
etc.
AISLIN, 150 caricatures. (Edmonton,
Alberta, Hurtig Publishers, 1975. Unpaged, chiefly illus . paper, $2.95)
This is the third collection of caricatures by Terry Mosher, a political
cartoonist who works under the penname of Aislin for the Montreal Gazette.
The barb of some of the "Canadian"
cartoons is not obvious to an outsider
but many of the "international" and
"American" ones are outrageously
funny, as Aislin neatly satirizes Nixon,
Kissinger, Ford, Cesar Chavez eta!.
AMERICA'S CATHOLIC HERITAGE:
Some Bicentennial Reflections (17761976) by Msgr. Francis J . Weber .
(Boston, St . Paul Editions, 1976.
156p., $4.50)

Mrs. Jones, a life-long writer with
many years of experience in "covering
Alamo" for local newspapers, has
gathered together her "research of over
30 years and put it into print in the form
of a personalized, pictorial, social
history of Alamo ." It is indeed a potpourri of pictures, anecdotes, genealogies, historical facts and personal reminiscences.
The volume contains a wealth of
information, and although it is divided
into broad areas by chapter headings,
any researcher will find the extensive
index is indispensable.
NARRATIVE OF THE ADVENTURES
AND SUFFERINGS OF JOHN R.
JEWITT WHILE HELD AS A CAPTIVE OF THE NOOTKA INDIANS
OF VANCOUVER ISLAND, 1803 to
1805, edited and annotated by Robert
F. Heizer. (Ramona, CA, Ballena
Press, 1975. ll1p., illus., ports.,
bibliog . Ballena Press Publications in
Archaeology, Ethnology and History
no. 5. paper, $4.95)
Surely this narrative is, as Heizer says
in his Introduction, one of the most
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interesting first-hand accounts of Indian
captivity. Jewitt and John Thompson
were the only survivors when the
Nootkas seized their ship, the Boston,
murdering the captain and the rest of
the crew. For over two years the men
were held in slavery; Jewitt secretly kept
a brief daily journal which Richard
Alsop of Hartford later helped expand
into a full account. Jewitt had resolved
to make himself agreeable and useful to
the chief who saved his life, and having
also learned the language of his masters,
he was able to mitigate to a considerable
degree the hardships of his captivity as
well as learn many things about their
culture and customs .
Although the account was often reprinted in the nineteenth century, this
edition is the first in the twentieth, and
the text has been carefully edited and
annotated.
SPUDDING IN; Recollections of Pioneer Days in the California Oil Fields,
by William Rintoul. (San Francisco,
California Historical Society, 1976.
240p ., illus., maps, diagrs., facsims.
$12.95)
California's black gold has outstripped its Gold Rush gold in value,
and only Texas produces more. While
petroleum and its exploiters do lack
some of the '49er glamour, we are fortu nate that we have documentary records
for both. The petroleum men did not
leave diaries, but the Petroleum Production Pioneers of California have gathered many tape recordings and transcripts of the oil pioneers . Using this raw
material, Rintoul has written an interesting narrative of personal experiences
in fifty years - 1890-1940 - of the California oil industry, including a brief
look at the early days of natural seepage
and the first commercial exploitation.
With over 250 historic photographs and
diagrams, Spudding In (the oilman's
term for the start of a drilling operation)
is an auspicious beginning to serious
study of an extremely important California industry.
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YOUNG AMERICA AND AUSTRALIAN GOLD: Americans and the
Gold Rush of the 1850's, by Daniel
Potts and Annette Potts. (St. Lucia,
University of Queensland Press, 1974.
299p., notes, bibliog., index. $20.75)
"Young America," a catchword applied to our mid-nineteenth century
belief in capitalistic progress and romantic individualism, is here examined
to determine its role in the Australian
gold rush. The authors have found that,
although the first American gold seekers
arrived from California, the greater
number embarked from New York, and
their activities and influence were felt
not only in methods of ore extraction
but perhaps even more in business and
commerce. Nor did they, as the
Australians feared and often charged
seize every opportunity to "talk and
teach freedom and self government."
American resourcefulness and inventiveness were felt in every sphere; the
Australians, though often resentful of
these outsiders, were nevertheless "prepared to accept American innovations
where they obviously filled a need ." Any
fear of American domination or subversion, however, proved unfounded, since
most of them were interested only in
"striking it rich" and going back home.
Back home most of them did go (usually
not much richer) and those who did stay
were far outnumbered by immigrants of
other nationalities.
THE BLUE RIBBON UNIVERSITY, by
George N. Belknap. (Eugene, U niversity of Oregon, 1076 . 29p ., index.
paper, free)
THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
CHARTER, by George N. Belknap.
(Eugene, University of Oregon, 1976.
33p., index. paper, free)
As a peripheral result of arranging
contemporary historical documents as
an archival contribution to the centennial of the University of Oregon, Mr.

Belknap also prepared these documents
"as an experiment with a documentary
approach to episodes in narrative
history."
Blue Ribbon University recounts the
effect of the prohibition movement on
the members of the university community and the surrounding town; the University of Oregon Charter traces the
development of that document from
1876 to 1901. Each of the "Episodes" is
attractively presented and furnished
with explanatory footnotes. The Charter
is more limited in its special appeal; the
temperance club , with its political
implications, makes a more generally
interesting narrative.
A REFERENCE GUIDE TO TEXAS
LAW & LEGAL HISTORY: Sources
and Documentation, by Marian
Boner. (Austin, University of Texas
Press, 1976. 108p., index. $10 .00)
Marian Boner, director of the Texas
State Law Library in Austin, has
prepared a readable and comprehensive
guide for research in Texas law, current
and historical. She stresses that her book
is in no sense a textbook for legal bibliography. After a sketch on the historical
background there are chapters on the
constitution, session laws and statutory
interpretation, court reports and procedures, the executive branch, the State
Bar, etc. Texans will welcome this
unique guide to the unique points of
their system; outsiders will find it
invaluable.
MOUTH FULL OF TOES, BY Eleanor
Fraser Huntsberger. Illustrated by
Sallie Maclay Brutto. (New York,
Carlton Press, 1975. 103p., illus.
A Hearthstone Book . $4 .00)
Sleeping six to a bed (three up and
three down) might not be so much fun,
but there were plenty of compensating
advantages in having lots of brothers
and sisters when your family is homesteading in Montana.

You won't want to stop reading this
warm , hilarious, touching account of
the indomitable Fraser clan. The series
of little episodic accounts adds up to a
picture of a family poor in material
goods but rich in the things that really
count - love, spirit, pride, determination
to overcome difficulties and a willingness to do whatever work there was to
be done . They weren't really poor at all
-they just didn't happen to have much
money!
101 IDEAS from LOCAL HISTORY
NEWS. (Nashville, The American
Association for State and Local
H~story, 1975. 151p., illus. , diagrs.
$5.00; $3 .75 AASLH members.)
Many of these ideas, compiled from
the "Ideas" and "Practically Speaking"
columns of History News, would be
valuable to any organization needing to
make or save money. Ranging from
color-coded files to marble cleaners and
free publicity, the short, clear, and
when necessary illustrated, hints are
worth reading for unexpected suggestions.
MOVE OVER DON PORFffiiO, by
Eugene H. Boudreau. Illustrated by
Joe Jaqua and Dorothy Beebee.
(Sebastopol, Pleasant Hill Press, 1975.
71p ., illus. paper, $3.00)
During the past 16 years Boudreau
has made many trips to the Sierra
Madre and has written sympathetically
of the people and their traditions (see
Pacific Historian, Winter '76, p .424).
This compilation of "Tales from the
Sierra Madre" is the fruit of a decision to
tape-record some of the dicen stories, as
J.P.S. Brown calls them in his Prefacethe "they say" stories told by generations
of Sierrans by the fire in the evenings.
The people of the Sierra Madre Occidental lead spare, self-sustaining lives
little touched by technology, very much
as their ancestors did a hundred years or
more ago . These tales of gold strikes,
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witches, rebellious Indians, hidden
treasure, wild animals and the like have
been passed down the years in much the
same form, and if you use your imagination you may feel that you too have
shared the warmth of the storyteller's
fire.

THE HISTORY OF RAMONA, CALIFORNIA and Environs, by Lulu R.
O'Neal. (Ramona, CA, Ballena Press,
1975. 46p., illus. , bibliography.
paper, $1.95)

THE CARE OF HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, A Conservation Handbook for the Nonspecialist, by Per E.
Guldbeck. (Nashville, American Asso ciation for State and Local History ,
1972. 159p., ill us ., bibliographies.
paper $5.50; $4.00 AASLH members)

Many interesting facts about Ramona
and its environs are given in this brief
historical sketch. The earliest inhabitants, the mission period, Mexican occupation and its eventual domination by
the U.S. are discussed , as well as the
geology of the area. Reproductions of
old photographs are included; a sketch
map would have been useful.

Can you tell if an object is made of
bone, ivory or teeth? Do you know how
to remove candle wax from paper? This
simplified but comprehensive treatment
is written for the relative amateur who
needs to find clearly stated answers to
questions on the care and conservation
of material. Well supplied with lists of
books, tools , supplies and suppliers, it is
a valuable resource for the small, less
specialized history museum or individual
collector.

FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES : A
New View of American History, by
David J . Russo. (Nashville, Tenn.,
The American Association for State
and Local History, 1976. 322p., bibliography, indexes . $12 .00, AASLH
members $9.00)

NO FEAST LASTS FOREVER, by
Madame Wellington Koo, with Isabella Taves. (N .Y., Quadrangle/The
New York Times Book Co., 1975.
313p., ill us., ports., index . $12.50)
Madame Koo is truly "una et sola" remarkable not only for her fragile, exquisite beauty, but also for her sharp
intelligence and iron will. A child of
wealth and position, she was raised in
the familial tradition of old China, but
in Java , where no Chinese, however
well born or wealthy, was regarded as a
social equal.
For many years Madame Koo accom panied her husband in his travels about
the world as a high official of the
Chinese Government . Her story is that
of another world, much of which has
vanished forever, and it will hold you
spellbound to the last page.
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American historiography has erred,
Russo states, in viewing our development primarily from the national and
political viewpoint. He argues that the
emphasis should be at the other end of
the spectrum, that the family and local
community (the town) was the first
important focus, and that for the most
part Americans have been under the
simultaneous influence of several communities (town, state, region , nation .)
After discussing various studies of
colonial and post-colonial towns and
regions, Russo compares the earlier
American experience with the present
and weighs what has been gained and
what lost . He ends this provocative
study with a sketch of the path a new
approach to our history might take , giv ing due attention to the problems
inherent in it. All historians and buffs
could profit from this work, and local
historians will find it especially rewarding .

FRONTIER KENTUCKY, by Otis K.
Rice. (Lexington, University Press of
Kentucky, 1975. 132p., illus., ports.,
facsims., bibliographical notes, maps.
$3.95)
The story of frontier Kentucky, the
"dark and bloody ground," is a complex
tale of imperial rivalry between England and France and the emerging
nation of former colonies, with the
constant struggle between the whites
and Indians for possession of a rich and
beautiful land an unremitting theme
that did not end until the Indians were
driven out.
Once more we have the too-familiar
refrain of treaties made in good faith
and ignored by settlers who desired land
at any cost, of land rights ceded by Indians who had at best a tenuous claim to
them, of justified and unjustified
slaughter by both sides, complicated by
the maneuverings of the French, British
or Americans to win the aid of the
Indians against the rest.
"The West" was for years a relative
concept. To the Atlantic coastal colonies
the land beyond the Appalachians was a
frontier of challenging and exciting
proportions.
Frontier Kentucky is a concise and
fact-filled essay on the opening of that
frontier. A good index would be of considerable help in finding passages for
re-reading an episode or re-checking a
point.
NOBODY HERE BUT US: Pioneers of
the North, by Moira Farrow . Illustrations by Fred Forster. (Vancouver,
J. J. Douglas, distributed by David
and Charles, 1975. 219p., illus ., map.
$10.00)
The title of this collection of twelve
biographies is based on one explanation
for the origin of the name Canada - a
Spanish or Portuguese phrase meaning
"nobody here," The Indians were there,
of course, and before long the pioneer
settlers.

Trapper, packer, guide, farmer, prospector, Hudson's Bay Post manager,
logger, rancher, all the pioneers were at
least partly jack-of-all-trades, and most
were individualists with a deep love for
their beautiful and harsh land - and a
shared sorrow for the changes made by
encroaching civilization . The stories are
so varied that they cannot be neatly
summarized, but after you have read
them you will have a much more vivid
picture of the Canadian Northwest.
THE CALIFORNIA SEA OTTER
TRADE, 1784-1848, by Adele Ogden,
(Berkeley, University of California
Press, cl94l. California Library Reprint Series Edition, 1975. 251p., appendix, notes, bibliography, index.
$12.75)
This comprehensive and well-documented study of the Spanish, Russian
and American fur traders is valuable for
the light it sheds not only on the commercial activities of these nations in the
exploitation of the otter but also on the
political importance of a constantly
increasing American presence and influence in California.
The appendix contains a chronological list of "identified vessels which are
known to have been engaged in the
California sea otter trade," including (if
available) the type, weight, captain,
number of skins, and sailing schedule.
Libraries which did not obtain this title
when it first appeared will welcome the
reprint edition.
DOWN THE SANTA FE TRAIL AND
INTO MEXICO; the Diary of Susan
Shelby Magoffin, 1846-1847, Edited
by Stella M. Drumm. With a Foreword by Howard R. Lamar. (Santa
Fe, N.M ., William Gannon, 1975.
294p., illus., ports., map, appendix,
bibliography, index. $15 .00)
The author of this diary, a perceptive
and well-educated young woman, was
an eighteen year old bride of eight

227

months when she made the trip to Mexico with her husband, Samuel. The
Magoffins were well-established Santa
Fe traders trusted by both Americans
and Mexicans, and James, Samuel's
brother, played an important role in the
peaceful occupation of New Mexico.
Lamar points out in his Foreword
that Susan's diary, in spite of the careful
and complete editing by Stella Drumm,
was not immediately given the recognition it deserved. He has added background material on Susan's family and
on the role of the Santa Fe traders in the
westward movement, and has examined
many later publications for additional
information which would parallel or supplement her diary, citing these in his footnotes. The text itself, however, as edited
by Miss Drumm, required no changes.
YEARBOOK of the Association of Pacific Coast Geographers, Volume 37,
1975 . Edited by Rodney Steiner.
(Corvallis, published for the Association by Oregon State University Press,
1975. 144p., illus., maps, diagrs .
paper, $5.00)
Among the papers presented in this
annual volume are three of interest to
California: "The State Water Plan and
Salinity Control in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta of California," by John
McLeod MacDiarmid; "The Coming of
Summer in Coastal Southern California," by Robert T. Richardson; and
"Street Names in California," by Everett
G. Smith, Jr. The first gives a concise
overview of the background of the now
controversial water plan and the peripheral canal, the second a rather
technical discussion of the temperature
variation between June and July, and a
third a discussion of the types of street
names and the rationale of selection in
California as compared to major cities
in other states.
WE THE NAVIGATORS, the Ancient
Art of Landfind'i ng in the Pacific, by
David Lewis. (Honolulu, University
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Press of Hawaii, 1975. 345p., illus.,
maps, diagrs. paper, $4.95)
First published in 1972 and widely
praised (Lewis was awarded the Gold
Medal of the Royal Institute of Navigation, London, and the Superior Achievement Award of the Institution of
Navigation, Washington) this pioneering
study of South Sea islanders' navagational skills is now available in paperback.
Lewis has succeeded in recording
much of the still-extant lore of navigating by stars, clouds, birds, swell
patterns, phosphoresence, and dead
reckoning, using highly skilled native
men to demonstrate their techniques at
sea. If you enjoy sailing or reading the
old accounts of the Pacific explorers, the
narratives of Halliburton, and more
recently, Heyerdahl, you will find much
of interest here.
THE RAIN-MAKERS, Indians of Arizona and New Mexico, by Mary Roberts
Coolidge. With illustrations. (Santa
Fe, William Gannon, 1975. 326p.,
illus., bibliography, index . $15.00)
At its original publication in 1929 The
Rain Makers was generally praised as an
"attractive and practical introduction to
the community life, cosmic myths,
economic and industrial arts of the
Southwest tribes." Drawing on her own
experiences and an intensive bibliography Mrs . Coolidge combined scholarship with an eminently readable style.
Out of print for many years, her text is
now available in an unaltered and
sturdy reprint.
HARDSCRABBLE: A Narrative of the
California Hill Country, by Anita
Kunkler. Edited, with commentaries
and notes, by Wilbur S. Shepperson .
(Reno, University of Nevada Press,
1975. 252p., illus., map. A Bristlecone Paperback. $5.00)
As the editor points out in his Comments, much of this autobiography

could apply to many isolated country
folk, not only in the mountains of Shasta
County but the rest of California, and,
for that matter, the U.S . Not too many,
however, would have been able to relate
their adventures as Anita Aldridge
Kunkler has in these unforgettable
sketches. Originally written as indepen dent short stories and single episodes,
the chapters have been ordered to form
an account of her first eighteen years
(1907-1925). Raised like a boy and more
accustomed to farm chores and hunting
than to the more domestic and "feminine
skills, she expresses a keen
appreciation for the beauties of nature
and shows a shrewd understanding of
human nature.
Here we can savor the frontier mind at once independent, scornful of authority, and indifferent to moral judgements
or social pretentions. Funny and
touching, wistful and nostalgic, her
memoirs will give you a vivid picture of
both the labor and rewards of a life close
to nature.
HERBERT SONN, Yosemite's "Bird
Man," by Jerome Leavitt. (Fresno,
The Author, 1975. 15p., illus., ports .
paper, $1.00)
This little pamphlet details the few
facts known about the gentle and kindly
man who brightened many lives with
his whimsical bird creations and the
nature lectures he gave at Yosemite for
over twenty years.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION, a Bibliography on Historical Organization
Practices, edited by Frederick L.
Rath, Jr. and Merrilyn Rogers
O'Connell. (Nashville, American Association for State and Local History,
1975. 141p., index. $10.00 AASLH
members $7.50)
This volume was originally intended
to be a third edition of the New York
State Historical Association's comprehensive bibliography. Since it became

apparent that the flood of available
material would militate against the production of a single-volume edition in
three years, the compilers decided to
publish the bibliography "as a set of
separate but related volumes on specific
topics."
The citations are broken down by
subject; after a short "Basic Reference
Shelf" list they are broken down into
five major categories: Historic Preservation in Perspective, Preservation Law,
Urban Development and Redevelop ment, Preservation Research and Planning , and Preservation Action . Each of
these groups is further subdivided into
smaller (and logical) sections. An Ap pendix lists publishing information for
all periodicals cited, and the index is
"comprehensive, so that the most
obscure references, co-authors, editors,
or even allusions can be tracked down
easily."
The editors have produced a selective
rather than an exhaustive list. Except
for seminal or definitive studies most of
the material dates from after 1945, and
most obscure or unobtainable titles are
excluded. This should be a widely useful
compilation.
PALACES AND FORTS of the HAWAIIAN KINGDOM from Thatch to
American Florentine, by Walter F.
Judd. (Palo Alto, Pacific Books, 1975 .
176p., ill us., maps, diagrs., bibliography, index. $14.95)
Hawaiians lived in thatched huts,
usually without windows, when they
were first seen by the Europeans, and,
although the South Seas were not
exactly a "peaceable kingdom" there do
not seem to have been any true forts
prior to the Russian incursion in 1816.
Judd, a fourth generation descendant
of one of the families most prominent
and influential in Hawaiian history, has
himself been active in the Iolani Palace
Restoration Project and various historical societies. He has combined these
interests in architecture and history tc
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relate many interesting episodes of the
Hawaiian royal period to the physical
settings in which they took place.
SIERRA NEVADA INTERLUDE, a
Pictorial Reminiscence of 57 years in
the Sierra, by Myron W. Glenn. (Big
Creek, Colorado, distributed by
Trans-Anglo Books, Corona del Mar,
CA , 1975. 160p., illus. , ports. $12.50)
Myron Glenn had almost settled down
in a career as a negative processor for
DeMille (do we need to specify the
famous movie producer further?) when
the discovery of an eye defect, later
p:roved to be color blindness, made him
decide to resign.
What seemed to be a personal misfortune actually proved to be a blessing
in disguise, however, since his ability
and perserverence were rewarded with
work in the Sierras, where he was
employed by the company which
became the Southern California Edison.
Fortunately, Glenn did not let his
interest in photography die. He and his
wife were both avid hikers and campers ,
and this volume contains a priceless
photographic record of mountains and
lakes, dam sites and bridges, construction tent towns and valleys now
inundated. His reminiscences are wellwritten, and the reader can enjoy
vicariously the beautiful mountain
scenery and the spirit of camaraderie
which prevailed .
Sierra Nevada Interlude is not only a
unique picture book of a great California mountain range and the utility
company that produces energy from its
lakes and spillways, it is also the record
of two warm and devoted people whose
busy life of work, recreation, family and
friends has been full and rewarding.
THE ALASKA ADVENTURES OF A
NORWEGIAN CHEECHAKO, a
Greenhorn with a Gold Pan, by
Harold Eide . (Anchorage, Alaska
Northwest Publishing Co., 1975.
128p. , illus., paper, $3.95)

230

lt is hard to believe that so much and all of it well-nigh incredible - can
be packed into 128 pages. Eide came to
the United States as a youth, but with a
background of knowledge that served
him well when he decided to try for gold
in Alaska. The main gold rush was over,
but there were still many trying their
luck. With only the supplies and food he
could carry on his back he left Nome for
the back country , determined to win a
fortune. He did, too, but not before he
had lived through the winter in a log
cabin he built himself, living off the
land, and, when spring came, working
like a beaver during daylight hours. And
what did he do with his wealth? Read
this delightful story and you will enjoy
the second round as much as the first.
LAND OF THE POST ROCK, Its
Origin, History and People, by Grace
Muilenburg and Ada Swineford.
(Lawrence, University Press of
Kansas, 1975. 207p., illus. (part col.),
maps, diagrs., bibliog., index.
$13.50)
Early settlers of the Great Plains had
few resources - the wide windswept
prairies boasted few trees and, in most
areas, few hills where rock might be
found. Sod could be cut to form bricks
for buildings, however, and soon some
lucky pioneers found that their lands
overlay a shallowly-buried layer of rock
easily split into fence posts or building
blocks.
Almost directly in the center of the
states, in North -Central Kansas, the irregularly shaped area of "fence post
rock" or "post rock" furnished much
needed building and paving stone as
well as posts. The authors have been
eminently successful in presenting,
along with some technical description of
the rock and rock beds, the story of the
pioneers who, in developing their farms
and towns, built sturdy and attractive
homes and public buildings of the
creamy, brown-banded native stone as
well as using it as fence posts to hold the
wire that protected their prairie acres .

SHADOW OF A CONTINENT: The
Prize That Lay to the West - 1776,
by Larry L . Meyer. (Palo Alto,
American West Publishing Company,
1975. 348p., illus ., ports., maps,
facsims. , bibliog., index. $17 .50)
Larry Meyer may be an amateur historian , but he is a dedicated researcher ,
he has had an accomplished Board of
Consultants (Ray Billington, George
Hammond eta!.), and his style is one of
the freshest and most felicitious that one
can imagine. He has here re-told the
early discovery and exploration of our
continent as it appeared to its discoverers and explorers - the known land
around the edges and the tantalizing,
mysterious expanse that lay beyond
these edges. Until 1760 there was no
marine chronometer which was even
reasonably accurate, so that no one
really knew just how wide that un known expanse really was . Meyer
relates the parts played by Spain ,
France and England , the true discoveries and the fantasies, the legends and the
lies, the attempt by each to keep secret
what might benefit another.
Chapter by chapter he follows the
game played by the great powers as
each put forth its claim and tried to
bluff the others, each taking every
advantage offered by unexpected turmoil in Europe, weakness caused by
poor diplomacy or manpower shortage,
shifting Indian alliances and clever
turncoats , some of whom only pretended
to turn .
Gradually the English colonies found
themselves more and more at odds with
their mother country, and they too felt
that this vague region of furs and wealth
was theirs by right. The Quebec Act of
1774, extending the boundries of Quebec to those very lands they claimed
was, Meyer feels, one of the basic roots
of the American Revolution. Once
successful in gaining independence, the
colonies joined the land game, and a
combination of good luck and good
management, plus the fact that both

Spain and France underestimated them ,
tipped the scale in their favor . By 1803
the prize had clearly fallen to the
upstart newcomer.
ROBERT SIMPSON NEIGHBORS and
the Texas Frontier 1836-1859, by
Kenneth Franklin Neighbours .
(Waco, Texas, Texian Press, 1975 .
349p., illus., ports., maps, bibliog.,
index. $12.95)
Although Robert S. Neighbors receives high praise from those who prepared the entries for his name in the
standard biographical dictionaries, an
unpublished Master's thesis written by
his daughter-in-law in 1936 seems to
have been the only monogrpah on his
life before this study appeared . The
more one reads of this remarkable man 's
life and accomplishments the greater the
wonder that history has been so neglectful. A man "of imposing personality, tall
and notable for his courage, energy, and
strength of character" he went to Texas
as a young man and was quickly made
an officer in the Texas arm y, being
among those captured by Woll at San
Antonio and imprisoned in Castle
Perote, Mexico. He served as an Indian
agent from 1846 to 1849 with great
distinction, learning the languages and
customs of his charges, and filing reports
considered to be the most reliable
information extant on the tribes in Texas
for that period. After serving as commissioner for the state of Texas to
organize new counties in the El Paso
area , he served in the Texas legislature .
Reappointed as Indian agent in 1853, he
was instrumental in establishing two
reservations on the Brazos where the
peaceable Indians were settled . There
was , however, considerable opposition
from whites who wanted the land and
who used the excuse of non -reservation
Indian raids as justification for "retaliation." Neighbors' sense of justice and
defense of his charges earned him bitter
enmity, and no solution seemed possible.
In 1859 he "liquidated" the Texas reser-
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vations, led most of the Indians to the
Indian Territory, and settled them into
new homes. When he was returning to
Fort Belkn ap to close his agency he was
accosted by one man and shot from the
back by another. His murderers may
have feared that Neighbors would "bring
them to justice for their crimes," since
he had initiated proceedings in the
federal courts to try those who had
disrupted the Brazos reservations . As his
biographer remarks, those who hated
Neighbors for protecting the Indians
reaped small benefit from his death;

Washington had had full confidence in
the honor and integrity of only Neigh bors, and he was the one man whom the
Indians trusted. Indian raids became
more frequent , and, during the Civil
War, the whole northern tier of Texas
frontier counties was disbanded.
Kenn eth Neighbours has amassed a
wealth of interesting and vital material
for this long overdue study. The illustrations and format of the book are attractive; there are, however, errors in
proofreading in index and text which
may cause the reader problems.
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A Tribute to Warren H. Atherton
Eulogy Given by Stanley E. McCaffrey, President,
University of the Pacific
At Service for Warren H. Atherton at Morris Chapel
March 10, 1976
Speaking in tribute to our friend Warren is a joy and my
description of his qualities and contributions will be in the spirit of
"celebrating a life rather than mourning a death." Certainly all of
us, family and friends, feel a deep sadness at Warren's passing but
we can't help but feel a tremendous sense of pride in all that he accomplished in his life and the lasting contributions he has made to
the betterment of humankind . Those are enduring and will
continue to stand as a lasting testimonial to the greatness of this
man.
Warren's contributions were many and varied. Service symbolized Warren's life, and his devoted and effective service made
Stockton a better community, strengthened our nation and
enriched the lives of millions of Americans .
Stockton is a finer community because of Warren Atherton . He
lived here all of his adult life, raised his family here and was
properly acclaimed as "Mr . Stockton," an honor he earned and
richly deserved. The official responsibilities he held in this community touched virtually every fiber of the fabric of life of this
region and contributed to the area's growth and development from
pioneer days to the modern, progressive community of today . His
service to the community was distinguished and sustained. His
roles of leadership continued for over half a century . He was not
only honored earlier in his life but was named "Mr. Stockton" just
last year, his 64.t h in the community .
His service to his profession was long and notable . He practiced
law for over 63 years from the time he was admitted to the bar in
1913 to the time of his death. He had important responsibilities,
including service as City Justice of Stockton and District Attorney
of Alpine County, and exemplified in all his legal activities the
highest standards of this distinguished profession.
His service to the State of California was notable and included a
distinguished contribution as General Counsel for the Department
of Veterans Affairs. His leadership of the California Veterans
Board contributed to the establishment of the Cal Vet Bond program, enabling millions of California veterans to build homes and
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acquire farms . Thus, our State has been greatly aided in its
development through these important efforts of Warren.
Warren was best known nationally, of course, foi: his service in
the American Legion and contributions to generations of veterans.
He served the Legion for 58 years, was elected National Commander in 1943, and provided dynamic leadership for this great
service organization at a crucial time in our nation's history. He
not only led the successful fight for the adoption of national legislation providing benefits for veterans of World War II but was
officially recognized as the "Father of the G.l. Bill of Rights,"
which aided millions of Americans in affording them educational,
housing, rehabilitation and other benefits. Few individuals in
history have been able to make such a significant contribution to
the lives of others as did Warren by his authorship of this landmark Bill which truly enriched the lives of millions of American
citizens . That our country was benefited, as well, is unquestioned
and this action, alone, has earned for Warren an honored place in
the history of great Americans.
Warrens interests and talents were numerous and diversified.
His interest in music was represented by his long-time presidency
of the Stockton Opera Association and ever so many of us have
enjoyed evenings at the Atherton home where operettas were
presented and opera benefits were held. Warren attributed his
interest in music to his Mother's singing ability. He said, "I certainly didn't inherit the voice but the memory of her sweet soprano
notes bred in me a life-long love of music." His interest in history
was intense and real. It was a rare treat to hear Warren in his
inimitable descriptive language, tell of the contributions of early
pioneers to the development of this region, of California and the
West. As the long-time President of the Jedediah Smith Society, he
revelled in the outings of this group and relished giving glowing
accounts of the glories of Jed Smith, the pioneer mountainman .
But a mere accounting of these accomplishments and contributions, great as they are and lasting values that they have, do not do
justice to a description of Warren, the man . Here was a rare
individual , indeed. A distinguished man with statesmanlike qualities, he was the essence of dignity and one of the most impressive
figures one could know, with his square-shouldered, ramrodstraight bearing. His rich stentorian voice and wide-ranging,
boundless vocabulary, together with his marvelous use of the
language, enabled him to be one of the finest orators any of us ever
heard. His creative ability was amazing and I can recall after
monthly meetings of the California Veterans Board held in dif234

ferent cities around California, Warren reading poems he had just
composed in perfect rhyme, paying tribute to the community and
expressing appreciation for hospitality extended. His responses to
presidential fines at Rotary were classics of witty repartee which
delighted all in attendance. I can remember last year, for example,
the Club President commending him for the naming of a room in
his honor by the local Karl Ross American Legion Post. Instantly,
Warren responded, "I am just happy it is named in my honor and
not in my memory!" His ever-present delightful sense of humor
was a hallmark and added a further rich dimension to the
multi-talented personality and character of this admirable man.
A testimonial honoring him on his 80th birthday was a truly
remarkable event, a fitting climax to a great life. It was an
experience the over 1,000 who attended from throughout California and the nation will always remember. It featured a tribute by
the late Chief Justice and Governor of California, Earl Warren, a
close friend and admirer of Warren, and the entire celebration
constituted as fine a testimonial as any person could ever receive.
In the final analysis, as we reflect in our admiration and affection for Warren, it was his sincerity, his interest in others, his deep
compassion and great sense of fair play which caused him to be
admired and appreciated by all who knew him. His philosophy
might well be summarized by the conclusions he voiced at his 80th
birthday celebration . He said, "The Ten Commandments, if
universally obeyed, could obviate the need for the Constitution,
Bill of Rights and our tons of lesser laws and decisions. Observance
of the Golden Rule would enthrone love and obliterate hatred .
Fighting another war will never stop wars. Age promotes piety and
suppresses sin."
On that 80th birthday occasion, he said what he probably
would have voiced today concerning these thoughts we have expressed. "I am deeply grateful for your praise of the good things I
have accomplished, and I appreciate your omission of those I
might have done, but didn't." Well, there were very few things
which Warren Atherton didn't do. Rather, we will remember him
for all he did, for all he accomplished and for the lasting contributions he has made to the betterment of humankind, of our nation
and, indeed, of our way of life .
We of the University of the Pacific were priveleged to honor
Warren with the awarding of the honorary degree, Doctor of
Laws, in 1972. The citation given as the degree was conferred
summarizes our tribute to Warren . "Distinguished attorney,
devoted public servant and outstanding community citizen, your
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contribution to the law as the 'Father' of the G.I. Bill of Rights,
your enlightened and progressive leadership of the nation's largest
veterans' organization, and your dedicated service to the
promotion of international understanding have enriched the lives
of millions. You have devoted tireless energy to your own community, the State of California and to the nation, and have
made a significant contribution to the quality of life of your fellow
human being. Your leadership of the Stockton Opera Association
has enriched the cultural life of the community, and your
dedicated interest in the history of California helps assure the
preservation of our heritage. Your superb oratorical ability,
unfailing sense of humor, and your compassion and humanity
make you a rare man among men, and one whose friendship is
treasured."
Yes, his friendship is treasured by all who knew him and all of
us who were so blessed, had our lives enriched by that friendship .
Warren's life was full, his contributions were many, our nation
and humankind are better for his having been with us . So we say,
thank God for Warren Atherton and thank you, Warren, for the
privilege of your friendship . We are, indeed, better for having
known you.

1Ju 1Rrmrmbraurr
WARREN H. ATHERTON
December 28, 1891
March 7, 1976
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BY EUGENE MANLOVE RHODES
THE RHODES READER: Stories of Virgins, Villains, and Varmints. A remarkable collection of short stories by one of the
leading literary figures of the 1920's and 30's. Tales of excitement and suspense that will last and be enjoyed by future generations. Cloth, $9.95; paper, $3.95 .
PASO POR AQUI. Pat Garrett is one of the characters in this
memorial to the decent people of the world who have "passed
this way" without fanfare. One of the most read and re-read
western stories. $3.95.
COPPER STREAK TRAIL. Unlimited, prankish wit and Sherlock Holmesian mind make this story what a London Times
reviewer called "Wild West fiction with a difference ." A classic
suspense western. $3.95.
THE PROUD SHERIFF. Set in the mining town of Hillsboro,
New Mexico ... filled with the fascinating characters created by
this master of his art. $3.95.
THE TRUSTY KNAVES. Revolves around a "fool-proof, hogtight, bull-strong, horse-high" plot to rob a bank. The hero is
based on Bill Doolin, the real-life Oklahoma Territory outlaw.
$3.95 .
STEPSONS OF LIGHT. A recounting of cold-blooded murder,
of villainy, of raw justice, and of good men and true. Set in
frontier New Mexico. $3.95.
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